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VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NOTES
On February 18th. the 5' 3" gauge electrified Upper Ferntree Gulley
-Belgrave line was opened. The first day of regular train service was
Monday the 19th. of February.
Apparently the Beech Forest-Weeaproinah narrow gauge line is to
be officially closed as from June 30th.Meanwhile a series of "last pass¬
enger trains"are being run in March.
SAFEWORKING USED ON THE STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION'S RAILWAY SYSTEM
AT YALLOURN AND MORWELL
BY R.MURRAY.
l.Double Lines
Since most of the equipment has been imported from Germany
(which explains the unusual gauge of 90 cms.) right hand running is in
force. All lines now use three position automatic color light signalling.
Until recently(about 17th. August, 1961) the "double line staff" system was
in use.It is not certain how this system worked, but apparently the staff
was applicable to both lines;which meant that two trains travelling in
opposite directions could not pass each other between ends of sections.
2. Single Lines.
Tabs:-These are metal hoops which give the authority to enter
some sidings and dead-end single lines: they perform a function similar
to that of the train staffs for the Williamstown Pier and Ashburton sections
A small disc bearing a number corresponding to the line for which the tab
applies is attached to the hoop. The signal at the junction and the one
immediately in the rear of it have route indicators(the latter for the
convenience of drivers of trains travelling in the reverse direction),
the numbers on the signals corresponding to the numbers on the tags.
A signal cabin operates all home signals, indicators, and points
around the Open Cut. The home signals at the junction only signifies that
the points are set correctly as indicated by the route indicator. A stand
is provided for delivering up tags in the outwards direction without stop¬
ping,
Staffs:-Most staff sections have now been replaced by automatic
signalling but there still remain four sections on the main line between
Yallourn and Morwell. The principle is similar to the T.S.T. system, except
that tickets are not issued. A train may
proceed into a section
after the driver has sighted the staff for that section; i.e., a train may
travel away but not towards the staff.
In case of the staff's being at the wrong end (and in fact any
other failing of the signalling), telephone ordres may be exchanged.
A._P . B , : - Automatic track controlled color light signalling is in
force on most single lines now. The sections which are not controlled from
the signal cabin are probably worked in a manner similar to that of the
Fyansford-Batesford railway.
3.Signals:-In general the indications are red,yellow and green.No
marker lights are provided,all signals being absolute,and there are no over
laps. All signals are track controlled. The route indicators consist of a
number of signals one above the other,each displaying an illuminated number
No targets are provided and the aspects are situated just below the sinal.
Owing to the German design,some indications are rather strange-e.g.,
Yellow & Green over Yellow & Red. with Green & Yellow beside one another.
(Owing to difficulties in obtaining access to the relevant copy of the
"Railway Enthusiasts Magazine" Geoff Gardner's article on the S.E.C.'s
90 cm, gauge lines was not available for this edition,but we hope to publish
it in the near future.)
EDITORS_NOTE:-Articles of interest concerning Victorian light railways
are wanted for publication in the "Quarterly Review". Rough notes are also
welcome - we will either put them in the Society's Library,or , if they are
we
will
make
them into a presentable article.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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TIMBER TRAMWAYS IN VICTORIA
Part II, Detailed Description of Individual Lines.
3. T H E BRITTANNIA CREEK TRAMWAY
By D.BARRY

During my first research into Victorian light railways I found
mention of a tramway,from Brittannia Creek to a seasoning works.,in the
August 1953 edition oi "Wildlife and Outdoors". Some years later I found
the following details in an old A.R.H.S. Bulletin - "Brittannia
Sdg.
- Seasoning Works, 3 miles of 3' gauge tramway and owned by Cuming Smith."
After further research,in the course of which I came into contact with a
man who had been Cuming Smith's Chief Engineer for thirty eight years,I
found the following information.The statement about the Seasoning Works at
Yarra Junction or Brittannia Creek tends to be misleading.
The tramway was built circa 1906 by Mr.Yelland to convey timber
from his sawmills on Brittannia Creek to Brittannia Siding, a 5'3" loop
situated on the up side of the V.R. Warburton line, a short distance from
Yarra Junction, where the timber was transhipped. From this point the tram
way crossed the Little Yarra River and followed the course of the Brittannia
Creek for about three miles to the first of Yelland's mills,and this portion
of the line was worked by a small side tank loco. The line then continued,
as a cable haulage,up the rapidly steepening valley for another three miles
to the head of the creek, serving three other mills on the way. (see map in
Summer 1961/62 Q.R.). The line was of 3' gauge and steel rails of about 30
pounds per yard for the most part.
There was only one locomotive and the only details available are
that it was a side tank of 2-4-0 wheel arrangement,it had outside cylinders
of about 7" diameter by 10 or 12" stroke, and it had inside valve gear. The
loco was apparently obtained from Forrest, in the Otway Ranges, where a
sawmiller named Sanderson used it to transport his cut timber to the main
railhead,(Wildlife and Outdoors,August 1953,helps to prove this theory " Equally little trace remains of the long tramways that ran from Forrest
into the rugged timbered slopes of the Otway Ranges,where a loco whose
name"Westward Ho" once huffed and puffed") Examination under a magnifying
glass of a photo of this loco in my possession reveals on a side nameplate
the name "Westward Ho". An old A.R.H.S. BULLETIN tends to contradict this
theory with reference to the gauge as it states"Forest - Barramunga, three
engines of which one was a tractor,3 miles of
3'6" gauge and owned by
Sanderson". (Apparently the information in the A.R.H.S. Bulletin was in¬
correct, - it would appear that Sanderson's tramway was 3' gauge.-Ed.).
The Brittannia. Creek tramway was acquired by Cuming Smith & Company
who established a wood distillation works near the foot of the haulage.
The line handled all the products from the Distillation Works, consisting
of acetate of lime,charcoal and various other chemicals and also the output
of cut commercial timber from Yellands sawmills.All stores for the works
were back loaded. "Passenger trains"for picnics were run.
Water for cooling the retorts at the works was diverted from Brittan
nia Creek at Brittannia Falls and was passed through wooden tanks with
baffles in them to remove sticks and debris before entering two galvanised
iron pipes approximately 8" or 9" diameter. During the 1930's two small
concrete reservoirs replaced the wooden ones and from them water supply for
Brittannia township and Yarra Junction is obtained.
The factory and the works were known as "Jim Cuming's Hobby". He
was a pioneer in the extraction of chemicals from eucalypt wood. The discharge from the works killed all fish in Brittannia Creek.After about twenty
years service the works closed down in 1926 but the line was kept open by
Yelland Brothers for a few years.Bad fires destroyed many trestle bridges
and this caused the lines closure.
The works had a large dancehall which was used by their many
employees,this was also destroyed by bushfires. The Girl Guides association
now owns an area of land upon which Mr.Cuming's home stood.A great deal of
chemical research on extraction of chemicals from the eucalypts was done
at the works.
A mystery surrounds the fate of the loco after closure of the line
but parts of the old engine were seen near the crossing of Tarango Avenue
for some years. Since about 1935 the line has almost totally disappeared,
although its roadbed can still be followed in places.
SEE OVER PAGE FOR LOCO DIAGRAM AND DETAILS;,FURTHER INFORMATION
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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BRITTANNIA CREEK TRAMWAY LOCOMOTIVE

This diagram is taken from
a photo of the loco in Dave
Barry's possession.As the
boiler fittings are hidden in
the photo those in the diagram are purely"artist's
impressions". In the photo
there is definitely no
con. rod to back axle.There
are two round spectacles in
front of cab. The drawing
was kindly made by D. Barry.

DETAILS:BUILDERS :

FOWLER (?)

DATE BUILT:
BUILDER'S NUMBER:

CYLINDERS:

7"diam,by 10" or 12" stroke.

COUPLED WHEEL DIAM.
RIGID WHEELBASE:
TOTAL WHEELBASE:
BOILER HEATING SURFACE:
GRATE AREA;
WORKING PRESSURE:
TRACTIVE EFFORT:
BUNKER CAPACITY;
TANK CAPACITY:
NOTES.Apparently this loco came from Sanderson's tramway. To support this
theory quite considerable evidence has been found.Photos of Sandersons
Early loco show a similar machine to that in the photos of the Brittannia
creek loco.Apparently a similar loco named 'The Parrot' was owned by
Sanderson but it was found too weak for the work and was sold to work a
sawmill at Crossover.It worked there for about a year,but after falling
through a trestle bridge it was abandoned. 'The Parrot'was also a 2-4-0
tank loco and was built by Fowler. However if Sanderson's tramway was 3'6"
gauge this theory must surely be incorrect. Any further evidence to help
prove or disprove this theory will be welcomed by the editor and any further
information will be published in later Q.R.'s. Any further details concerning the dimensions of the loco should also be sent to the editor.

Duplicated by "STEAM
PRODUCTIONS"
For reproduction,
please contact the Society
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TIMBER TRAMWAYS IN VICTORIA,

Part II,Detailed Description of Individual Lines,
1.THE POWELLTOWN TRAMWAY,(Contiued). By F.Stamford.
(N.B. Referring to the first part of this article; the line was definitely
opened in 1912,at least as far as Powelltown. The line originally ran down
the centre of the Warburton-Powelltown road for about half a mile,but was
relaid at the side of the road about 1937, The 1st.No.3 "Coffee Pot" was
broken up at Ada No.2 mill prior to 1940.Its boiler and saddle tank were
seen there in that year.).
After crossing the Slaty Creek the line soon entered a cutting,
passed a timber mill and crossed Hazeldene Road.Immediately after crossing
this road Slaty Creek "station" was to be found.Here there was the usual
loop siding,with a junction of some sort with Lloyd's tramway which ran in
a generally southerly direction for a considerable distance,but by 1940
Lloyd's had been abandoned.
After leaving Slaty Creek,which was4-1/2miles
from Yarra Junction,the line immediately crossed over a fairly long straigt
trestle bridge.The line continued in its generally south-easterly direction
crossing over the Yarra Junction-Powelltown road, and then crossing over
the Little Yarra River by another fairly large trestle bridge. The line
then ran parallel to the Little Yarra River on its southern bank through
very attractive timbered country. It was in this picturesque setting that
the Black Sands station was found, at5-3/4miles from Yarra Junction. Black
Sands was notable in having a hardwood waiting shelter for passengers,and
also a loop siding and a junction with an extensive system of branch lines
running in a general easterly direction.
The tramway continued along the southern bank of the Little Yarra
River and became fenced.At7-1/2miles from Yarra Junction the station of
Three Bridges was situated.Here there was a loop siding and a junction with
a branch line that ran in a general southerly direction for three miles
terminating at "Old School Corner"where a timber mill was situated.Continuing
along the main line three small timber bridges over small creeks were crossed
and the main Powelltown road was crossed once again.The line then followed
fairly closely the main road,crossing two more creeks before reaching
Gilderoy,at9-1/4miles from Yarra Junction. At Gilderoy a hardwood waiting
shelter was found together with a loop siding and a junction with a branch
line running in a generally southerly direction for about four miles,
terminating at Worley's Mill.The line then passed through heavily timbered
country and about a quarter of a mile from
Gilderoy another trestle
bridge crossed a creek.Apparently at a point about 10 miles from Yarra
Junction a timber mill was situated,and a junction made with a branch line
terminating at Feiglin's Mill. About half a mile further on another creek
was crossed and Powelltown was reached.
On entering Powelltown the line passed a timber drying shed on the
right,followed by a small workshop where all railway and mill repairs were
done,while on the left was a siding;at the end of which was a slightly
raised section,set on piles,where a Shay was usually to be found.The main
line then passed the hardwood passenger waiting shed,which was notable in
having a painted nameboard,and the Company's offices,which I think, also
served as the Post Office for some years.Opposite the station was the sawmill
and between them was a run round road and a number of sidings serving the
mill.There was also a fairly large electric traverser,for taking rolling
stock around the mill and drying shed, which was probably the only brick
building in Powelltown.
Before the Company had built their mill at Powelltown there was
practically no settlement at all here,although Gilderoy was in existence
before the coming of the tramway.Powelltown is a typical"timbertown",although
larger than most with a population of about 300.Most houses are small
dillapidated unpainted timber dwellings spaced closely together.Powelltown
has often been the centre of many disastrous bushfires,and the town is now
surrounded by "Dugouts."
(To be continued)
WANTED:
Details of the situation of the sidings of the Powelltown tram¬
way in the MOUNTAIN SECTION and also if possible track layouts.
If you can help please contact the editor before May 15.

WANTED URGENTLY: Articles, notes etc, dealing with Victorian light
All
article
or enquiries should be sent
railways suitable for publication.
Not for Resale - Free
download
from lrrsa.org.au
to the Editor, 9 McGregor Street, Canterbury, E.7.
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NOTES

Next meeting:The next meeting of the Society will be held on Saturday
14 th. of April at 232 Mont Albert Road;and will begin at 2.30 P.M. Color
and black and white slides will be shown dealing with Narrow Gauge branch
lines of the Victorian Railways,with special emphasis on the Colac-Crowes
line.
Library: A copy of the Scout Jambouree hike map of 1955,both Eastern
and Western sheets have been loaned to the library,which is at present in
charge of the Secretary,-G.Gardner,232 Mont Albert Road .Surrey Hills.
Magazine Circulation: The membership of the Society has now reached
15,and the Quarterly Review also circulates among a number of non-members.
Every attempt is being made to increase the circulation among non-members
while every attempt is also being made to increase our membership,which
however,is limited to people genuinely interested in light railway research.
Duplication of the Magazine;- The December edition of the Q,R. was
mostly duplicated by Fordigraph,while this edition has been duplicated by
Bill Russell and the Editor sincerely thanks both of these people for the
work.Meanwhile the Editor has been busily carrying out further experiment
on the Edison Rotary Mimeograph in his possession,and the quality of its
work is gradually improving,- I hope to have it making readable copies
Magazine Format;- It has been suggested that the format of the maga
should be changed to 6-1/2" X 8" with paper duplicated on both sides.The Cou
of the Society would like members comments on this change,and correspondence
on this subject should be sent to the Secretary or the Editor.
THE TULLAH TRAM

The 2' gaage tramway which ran from Farrell Junction ,on theEmuBay
Railway,to Tullah.a small mining town in Tasmania's "Wild West" was recen
closed. The7-1/2mile long line was replaced by a road that the Hydro Electric
ity Commission recently put through.The loco,a Fowler known as Wee Georgie
Wood will be preserved at Tullah. This line has recently had much publicity
in various magazines,and some excellent photos have been published.The line
was typical of many small little known tramways which once served Tasmania.
The Tyers Valley Tramway: The Forest's Commission reports that it inten
to preserve the Climax loco,which operated on this line,at Erica.
In the same area an ex-Melbourne gasworks loco is in use at Walhalla on
circular railway for amusement of children. The steel bridge on the MoeValhalla railway over the Thompson River is to be "Preserved''.
BOOK

REVIEW

"New Zealand's First Railway",published by the New Zealand Railway & Loco
Society". 8/9 at the Technical Book Co.
The N.Z.R. &.L.S. have published an excellent little book deal
with New Zealand's first railway - the Dun Mountain Railway,which was
opened in 1862 and closed a few years later. The author,Mr.A.N.Palmer has
carried out considerable research into this line,which was practically
unknown a few years ago. This publication should satisfy all light railwa
enthusiast's for the Dun Mountain Railway abounded in sharp curves,and st
grades. Many interesting photos are included while the text is clear and
well presented.
"Along the Line", published by
Traction Publications. 5/This is an Australian railway pictorial and can be recomended
to all railway enthusiasts. The photos are of high quality and are well
produced and cover a wide variety of Australian railways. Most of these
photos are over ten years old and thus depict the Australian railway scene
before the advent of large scale dieselisation.The only criticism that we
have of this book is that the N.S.W.G.R. predominate,but perhaps this is
understandable considering that the book was published for the celebratio
of Junee's 75th year as a Municipality. Further books in this series are
to be published from time to time.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NOTES.
With the introduction of the new time-tables for the Albury line on
April 16th. the car-goods operating on the Springhurst- Wahgunyah line
ceased running. Ordinary goods trains will continue to run on the line.
The train was locally known as the "Stringybark Express" and the last train
was adorned with a placard reading - "We're through in '62". This was
Victoria's last car-goods service.
The Upper Ferntree Gully - Gembrook 2'6" line:-The U.F.T.G.- Belgrave
section of this line has been pulled up to allow the building of the broad
gauge line, while the Lakeside- Gembrook has also been dismantled, leaving
the Belgrave- Lakeside section for the Puffing Billy Preservation Society
to concentrate on.At last it seems that their hard work will definitely
insure that the train will continue to run. Already some rolling-stock
has arrived at Belgrave and a Belgrave-Menzies Creek service is to begin
in July,while the remainder of the line to Lakeside should be re-opened in
Summer. No trains have run over this section forn nine years which helps to
show just how difficult the task of re-openingwas. Apart from overgrown
track and rotting sleepers,other difficulties which have been surmounted
were the building of a new terminus at Belgrave and Lakeside, bypassing the
landslide at the site of the water tank near Menzies Creek, repairing the
high curved timber trestle bridge near Belgrave,and the re-installation of
telephone line for the length of the line. Few such difficulties have been
encountered by the successful English or Weleh preservation societies.
But while we can look forward to the return of our old friend "Puffing
Billy" another narrow gauge line,the Colac-Beech Forest-Crowes, is about to
be closed. This was the longest of the four V.R. 2'6" lines and probably
the longest narrow gauge line in Victoria.
Some attempts have been and are being made to save all or part of thi
line,although it would seem a very difficult task. Among organizations that
are in favor of saving it are the "Colac Herald",the R.A.C.V.,Corangamite
Branch; and the National Trust. One of the proposed ideas is to build a
rail motor to run a service for tourists. Perhaps the most promising news
is that the Ditohley Park Hotel that was destroyed by fire last year is to
be replced by a Hotel- Motel,which might supply passengers for a rail motor.
In view of thia narrow-gauge activity we have decided to include two
brief articles dealing with these lines.
SOCIETY NOTES
Next meeting: The next meeting of the Society will be held on Saturday,
June 9th,
and will begin at 2.30 p.m. It will be held at 9 Mc.Gregor
Street, Canterbury.
_
Magazine Format: Apparently no members seem to care
whether we retain the present format or change to the 8"x 6.5" format
suggested in the last Quarterly Review. In view of the lack of interest we
have decided to retain the present format for some time. However we are
now duplicating on both sides of the foolscap in order to keep costs down.
In the near future we hope to publish a book in the 8" x 6.5" format dealing
with the Fyansford - Batesford railway. We are now collecting information
for this booklet which we expect will have about 20 pages and will be about
1/9
copy.
We are urgently in need of articles or notes suitabl
for publication in the Q.R. These should be about some Victorian light rail
way,and rough notes are acceptable. The editor will attempt to make such
notes into a presentable
article.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

V.L.R.R.S. QUARTERLY REVIEW, WINTER, 1962

PAGE 2

THE COLAC - CROWES RAILWAY
By J. Millar.
951/4(miles from Melbourne) COLAC, the northern
terminus of the line.Trans-shipment sidings
engine shed,etc. Also once a siding to a
butter factory;and a cattle race.
961/2Elliminyt.Opened 1926,signboard only.
99 Tulloh. Opened 1907,signboard only.
1001/4Coram,opened1903,signboard only.
104 Barongarook.Opened with the line. Formerly a
crossing station,centre road removed 1941.
1061/4Birnam.Opened 1924 as Watson & Facey's Sdg.Renamed
1925.Line crosses Loves River.
1081/4Kawarren.Opened with the line.Once a trans¬
shipment shed with 2'7" gauge quarry line.
111 Lovat.Opened with line,as Love's River.
renamed 1905.
112 1/2 Gellibrand. Opened with the line. Crossing
station.
114 1/2 Banool,opened with line as Moorbanool.
renamed 1904.
1131/4Opened with line as Bunding,renamed Nov.
1902 - Wimba.
118 Mc.Devitt,opened 1904. Former siding
removed by 1930.
1213/4Dinmont.Opened with line as Weeaproinah,
renamed 1912.
1241/2Opened 1906. Ditchley
1243/4Beech Forest.Terminus until 1911.Reversing
ioop, once had engine shed,station kiosk.
126 Buchanan,opened 1926
1291/2Weeaproinah.Opened with line as
Mc.Innes.Renamed 1913)
127 1/2 Fer1343/4Stalker,
,
guson,opened with line.
Former siding connected
1371/4Laver's Hill.

with
timber tramway.
130,Pile Sdg.

139 Crowes.Engine shed
destroyed by fire in 1926.

I31, Kincaid Sdg.Opened 1911.
Siding removed 1952.
133 Wyelangta.
134,Pettit's Sdg.Closed 1941.

Colac - Beech Forest, opened to goods and passengers,26 February,1902.
Beech Forest - Crowes, opened to goods and passengers.20 June,1911.
Colac- Crowes, closed to passengers 9th. December,1954.
Ferguson - Crowes, closed to goods 9th. December 1954.
Ferguson- Weeaproinah,re-opened to goods in truck loads only, 19 Jan. 195
ColacWeeaproinah,
to be closed to goods on June,30th.1962.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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By J. Millar.

The line was originally surveyed for broad gauge, but the cost was
too high and so four years later,in 1898, it was surveyed for narrow gauge.
The gauge decided on was 2'6",and construction was authorised in December
1898, "subject to a maximum expenditure of L60,000." Construction began
in June 1900 under the 'butty gang' system. The final cost of the line was
L72,000.
Opening Ceremony...
The line was officially opened on Wednesday
26th. February,1902. Members of both Houses of State Parliament travelled
in a three car train to Beech Forest. By the time the train arrived at
Beech Forest rain was falling in a deluge. The visitors alighted in ankle
deep mud and made a dash for the marquee situated half a mile away.
After luncheon a large tree was specially
felled for the occasion,- it came down across the road with such force
that the officials were liberally splattered with mud! The party then
returned to Colac where they were invited to a dinner by Chas. Forrest,a
vigorous campaigner for the line.
Extension to Crowes...
In 1907 a survey was made of a proposed
extension of the line to Wangerrip,some five miles beyond Laver's Hill.In
view of the high cost of the last three miles of the line it was decided to
make a terminus at a small area of land near Mr. Cornelius Crowes residence.
Construction began in 1909 and was finished in 1911. On the 20th, June that
year the first train,carrying school children free,left Beech Forest for
Crowes and return.
The line was operated under the Staff and ticket system
However between 17th. Jan.1927 and 11th. Dec 1939, Train Section Orders
were in force; staff and ticket was re-introduced on the later date.
Train Services...
In 1902 mixed trains left Beech Forest at 7 a.m
on Mondays,Wednesdays, and Fridays, connecting at Colac with the Melbourne
train. The return journey connected with the 6.30 a.m., train from, Melbourne
and arrived at Beech Forest at 5.16 p.m. With the extension to Crowes in
1911, a daily through mixed service was provided in each direction,in
addition to a daily mixed service as far as Beech Forest. Foot warmers were
provided and refreshments were available at Beech Forest.
By 1933 the service was reduced to thrice weekly
to Beech Forest, twice weekly beyond. A postal motor service also operated.
By 1940 the service was reduced to one round trip weekly. By this time the
train was a car-goods in name only,any passengers were acommodated in the
guards van; in 1954 it officially became a 'goods train' only. Days of
running have varied considerably. At times pulp wood traffic between Beech
Forest and Colac has been extemely heavy,special trains being run as req¬
uired. Goods trains now operate between Beech Forest and Weeaproinah as
required.
Rolling Stock...
Rolling stock constructed for the line included
N A class 2-6-2 tank locos numbers 5A and 6A, 21 NQ open wagons, 2_N.U.
louvred vans, 2 NB 2nd class saloon cars with platform ends, and 2 NBC
passenger brake vans. NM cattle wagons followed and over the years the
rolling stock on the line has changed considerably. In 1926 the line was
provided with a "G" class Beyer Garratt 2-6-0-0-6-2 loco.
The rolling stock position on the line recently
was as follows. Both "G" class Garratt locos are now at Colac,but G 41 is
"in store" together with the sole NA at Colac, - 14 A. Of goods rolling
stock there are a few NU vans and many NQ wagons, no NM cattle wagons are
still in use. There are two NC guards vans together with a number of NBH
excursion cars specially brought to Colac in 1959 to cater for some
special Articles,
passenger notes
trips.etc., suitable for publication...
WANTED

Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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Notes By F.Stamford.

Stations...
22-3/4 miles, Upper Ferntree Gully, Terminus of line,originally fairly simple
track layout with usual trans shipment facilities,and a single
road engine shed. Altered in 1924,and track layout then
remained the same until it was pulled up recently,
24-1/4
Upwey,
opened 1902, loop siding,
25
Tecoma,
opened 1927, no siding.
25-3/4
Belgrave, originally named
Monbulk,renamed 1904. Opened
with line. Crossing loop,loop siding,goods shed.
27-1/4
Selby, opened 1904, no siding.
Tank's Sdg, Site of water tank, known by this name for passenger
bookings for a period. Landslides had a habit of occurring
here,including the disastrous one in 1953 that caused the line
closure.
29-3/4
Menzies
Creek, opened with the line,renamed "Aura"in 1904,and
reverted to original name in 1947. Loop siding.
31
Clematis, opened 1902 as an un-named stopping place,later
named Paradise Valley,then Paradise, and in 1921 it became
Clematis. A very short loop siding was situated here,too
short to cross trains.
32
Emerald,opened with line. Two loop sidings and goods shed.
Later a siding serving a cattle race was added.
Nobelius Siding, goods only,served nursery of same name,
Opened in 1915.
33-1/4
Nobelius, "tin shed" type passenger stopping place.Opened 1925
Lakeside, signboard only,opened 1942.
35
Wright,"tin shed" type passenger station,opened 1904.
36-3/4
Cockatoo, opened with line as Devon,renamed Cockatoo Creek in
1901,and shortened to Cockatoo in 1904. Loop siding and
crossing loop. Goods shed,
38
Fielder, another tin shed.Opened 1929.
40-3/4
Gembrook, terminus of line.Two loop sidings,and two dead end
sidings serving Russell's 3' gauge timber tramway,which once
ran to a mill,about 12 miles away. Also water tank,ash pit,
and engine shed, although the latter had disappeared well
before 1953.
The line was opened on December 18th.1900,and officially closed in
April 1954. However no trains ran after a landslide,referred to above,
had blocked the line in August 1953. From December 1954 to February 1958
service...
specialTrain
passenger
were run
U.F.T.G. and
Belgrave.
Sincetrains
about 1930
the between
normal timetable
allowed
for a Monday
and Thursday return mixed train over the whole line.Passenger trains
ran on Saturdays until about 1948. During public holidays a much more
ambitious time table was introduced, with Belgrave, Aura,Emerald,Cockatoo
all used as passing stations.
It was once proposed to run petrol-electric rail motors on
the line,but unfortunately this idea was dropped, in favor of ... "road
motors."
Since 1958 a new terminus has been built at Belgrave,and a
run-round loop installed at Lakeside. The line will be run with three
locos,- 6A,7A, and 12A. Passenger trains will be made up of NBH cars,
which were built specially for this line to cater for excursion traffic.
It is interesting to note that the P.B.P.S. now has N K 1 and
trailer, -the two vehicles which ran the postal service on the Whitfield
line until that lines closure in October,1953.
T
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Belgrave - Menzies Creek - Lakeside.
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TIMBER TRAMWAYS IN VICTORIA

1. THE POWELLTOWN TRAMWAY,
By F.Stamford.
(Continued from Summer and Autumn editions)
TRACK LAYOUTS

Further track layouts will be pub¬
lished in a later edition,together
with a continuation of the description
of the tramway. If any reader has
any details of the track layouts I
would be very interested to hear
from him.

THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY
Dedicated to the study of the light railways and tramways which once
served Victoria.
Secretary. G.Gardner,232 Mont Albert Road, Surrey Hills,E,10.
Treasurer. R.Murray, 20 Essex Road,Surrey Hills,E.10.
Magazine Editor, F.Stamford, 9 Mc.Gregor St,,Canterbury,E.7,
Librarian, G.Gardner.
Annual Subscription - 5/-, dating from December 1st.
A number of historical photos dealing with Victorian Timber Tramways
are available, details on application. We hope to have a further series
of photos available soon.
Wanted: list of quarry and mining tramways that have existed in Vctoria.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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NEWS ? N O T E S , and COMMENTS
Victorian Railways: The last train on the Colac - Beech Forest line ran
on June 30th, consisting of G.42, NC van,NU van,5 NQ open wagons with
tarpaulins and hardwood seats,another NU van,and another NC guards van.
About 24 cars,station wagons and other vehicles followed the train.
Various members of the local populace were at stations along the way,
including what appeared to be the entire population of Tulloh, and Birnam.
On Saturday July 28th, the Belgrave - Menzies Creek line was reopened
amid much jubilation. This must be the most well kept railway in the
state. The two locos, Nos.6A and 7A are kept clean and shiny with copper
chymney cap and copper piping. What a pity the P.B.P.S. doesn't revert
to the V.R.'S old livery of dark green with yellow lining. It is well
worth a visit to Belgrave.
SOCIETY NOTES:- Mr. P.Charrett is carrying out research into the construc¬
tion railways of the State Rivers & Water Supply Commission and would be
grateful to hear from anyone who knows anything about the following lines:
Hume Dam,Torumbarry Weir,Waranga Basin,Yarrawonga Weir,Silvan Dam,and
Glenmaggie Dam. His address is: S.R.&.W.S.C., Eppalock Project,Private Bag,
Axedale,Victoria.
The Society is at present working on two special projects,
one being the booklet on the Fyansford railway,referred to last month,this
will probably not be available until about next March.Does anyone have any
dimensions of the rolling stock used on this line? Our other project is a
list of Victorian light railways,and the locos that worked them.This list
will include details of builders,wheel arrangement,tractive effort,
driving wheel diameter,cylinder diameter,date built,date disposed of,from
whom the loco was purchased and to whom it was sold. As this list will not
be complete,supplements will be issued as further details come to hand.
At present we require details of the locos used on the Silvan dam railway,
and the Netherlands Harborworks Company,who built the Appleton Dock.
We still require plenty of articles for publication,although
the response to our plea for articles which was made in the last issue was
very good.It is also desirable that everybody engaged in research into
light railways of Victoria should join the Society.We do
not try to force our members to write articles for us,and our subscription
is only 5/- !
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION DUE
if a cross appears in the square opposite your annual
subscription to the Society is due on 1st.December.

if two crosses appear your subscription is overdue,and no
further Quarterly Reviews will be sent until it is paid.
Our subscription is still 5/-,
This should be paid by cheque,postal note or cash to
R.Murray,20
Road,Surrey
Hills,E.10.,or
In
the next Essex
issue we
will be including
a list to
ofF.Stamford
members.
9 Mc.Gregor
Any member who does
not wish Street,Canterbury,E.7.
to have his address published should contact
the editor before November 15th.
.

.

-

Mr.G.E.Johnston reports thatinthe1920sthe remains of a timber tramway
were seen along the Olinda Ck. at Mt.Evylin, just above the football ground,
and thru' the area now occupied by the National Fitness Camp. Does anyone
have any details of this line?
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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By P.Barry.

On arrival at Colac station at about 5.40 a.m.,we heard the faint
but unmistakeable sounds of a compressor at work. Many clanks and rumblings
were then heard coming from the narrow gauge yard, interspersed with several crows on the whistle. The ticket buying over,the four passengers moved
across to locate the N.C. van, and found 5 N.C. at the end of a rake of
empty N.Q.'s,which stretched away into the darkness,only broken by the
light from the headlamp of G.42,now at the head of this rake. At 6.13 a.m.
we heard the clash of auto-couplers,the van then jerked into motion.the
gaurd swung aboard,and No.3 goods had departed from Colac.
At a steady 10 to 15 m.p.h. the train rolled southwards,and on the 3
chain curve at98-1/4miles we gained some idea of the length of the train,
the engine being almost of the curve before the van entered it. In the
darkness we almost missed Elliminyt,Tulloh and Coram,now only dillapidated
nameboards. We averaged 15 m.p.h, as the train rolled down the two miles
from Coram towards Boundary Creek,clattered through Barongarook,and then
the pace became slower as the 1 in 43 rise towards the 103 mile post was
surmounted. A rapid descent towards the Water Tanks followed, interspersed
by a sedate 5 m.p.h. around the2-1/2and 3 chain reverse curves at 104-1/4
miles. As we passed through Kawarren it was slowly becoming light and here
a three chain was traversed at a speed somewhat in excess of 10 m.p.h.
At close on 20 m.p.h, we headed for Gellibrand,arriving there in the full
dawn at 7.29, after a 76 minute run from Colac.
The guard woke up and busied himself with the van goods,while the
passengers supervised the taking of water,and inspected the fifteen vehicle
83 ton train. No wagons were in the sidings here,and none were detached.
After breakfast we left Gellibrand for a 55 minute struggle with the 1 in
30 grades between here and Dinmont. About 5 minutes out from Gellibrand
the guard removed our tickets,made out the indemnities,and once more
retired to his office and the warmth of his coal fired stove. The passengers
however,had both doors open,and the temperature slowly dropped toward
40 degrees as we climbed deeper into the Otways.
As we snaked our way around the two and three chain curves,the wagon
wheel flanges shrieking in protest,our 120 yard long train was several
times travelling three ways at once. The clear exhaust beat echoed off the
valley sides in the still cold air,as the Garratt,at a steady 7 m.p.h.
tackled these steep grades without even once slipping. The smoke dispersed
slowly,and even when the train was less than a mile below Dinmont,it could.
still be seen hanging over the road below Wimba,some 400feet below.
Ten minutes sufficed to take water and detach 2 N.Q.s at Dinmont,
where there were also two N.Q.s loaded with potatoes. Soon after leaving
here,we ran into cloud,but climbed above it by the time we reached Ditchley
We ran along the double line under clear signals,over the scissors cross¬
over and came to a stand in Beech Forrest yard at 9.38 a.m.
After 25 minutes it was decided that the van would not be used for
the run beyond here,and that
passengers could not travel on the
engine,so two of them changed to road transport. On the 65 minute round
trip to Weeaproinah,a potato laden N.Q, was collected from both here and
Ferguson,this 32 ton load being only a small foretaste of what was yet to
follow. We helped lower the height of bags of potatoes in
one
N.Q.
and while doing so our truck was attached to the train. S0 we rode around
the Beech Forest loop on top of a load of potatoes. Several pulpwood
filled N.Q.s were also added to the train,to make a total of 12 vehicles,
165 tons for the UP journey.
To provide additional braking power for this quite heavy train,the
handbrakes on each vehicle were screwed down,and we left Beech Forest at
1.3 p.m. A few minutes later we had our last glimpse of Beech Forest from
a train - the burnt out hotel,a few shops and houses,and the tennis
court
behind the row of pines. We were at Dinmont in 20 minutes,and nine minutes
were spent attaching three N.Q.s of potatoes,to bring the load to 15 vehicles
213 tons. These vehicles' brakes were also screwed down. Slowly but safely
we descended the Otways, down through Mc.Devitt and Wimba,and as we passed
Banool the sun broke through for the first time that day. Fifty minutes
after leaving Dinmont,we left the writhing curves behind and clattered
down the final hill, past the home signal,then paused for ten minutes
while the engine took water at Gellibrand.
--- 2 ---

For reproduction, please contact the Society

V.L.R.R.S. QUARTERLY REVIEW, SPRING 1962

PAGE 9

WEEAPROINAH GOODS, Continued...
Although the brakes were not released here,being required for the
descent from Coram, G.42 took only 31 minutes to run from Gellibrand to
the Water Tanks. A further 10 minutes were spent here taking water, and
then G.42 set out on the last 10 miles of her68-1/2mile journey. The next
2-1/2milesto the Barongarook summit are no flatter than 1 in 52,andmore
than half the distance is 1 in 38. G . 4 2 took 10 minutes to lift the 215
ton train over the first1-1/4miles,and the next1-3/4miles took a further
sixteen minutes. The speed dropped almost to a stand several times, and
remained little above walking pace as G.42 struggled up thegrade.Momentum
was quickly gained on the run through Barongarook,and the 2 mile run
to Coram, most of which is steeper than 1 in 40,only took sevenminutes.At
nearer 15 m.p.h. we descended the grade through Tulloh toElliminyt,anda a
further 5 minutes saw the train safely in Colac at 4.10 p.m.
The shunter quickly disposed of the train and by 4.45p.m.G.42was
idle at the coal stage, there to remain for most of the next seven days.
STATE RIVERS AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION

RAILWAYS,

By P.Charrett.

TATURA
Tatura, ll0 miles from Melbourne on the Toolamba -Echuca line has a
State Rivers & Waters Supply Commission Constuction Depot situated at the
north of the town. Pre stressed concrete beams are manufactured at this
depot. These beams are stacked in piles outside the plant. A 2' railway is
used to carry these from the plant to the crane outside. The track is about
5 chains long. Motive power is a Ruston-Hornsby diesel made in Lincoln,
England. Wheel arrangement . . . . . . .
Mark 3VSHL
Engine No. 298890
Full load 1200 r.p.m.
No load maximum 1270 r.p.m.
Rolling stock are six four wheel bogies coupled by link and pin.

WARANGA BASIN JUNE 1962
AtWarangareservoir situated about 15 miles south west of Tatura
a 2'gauge railway is used
to maintain the wall. The railway runs the
entire length of the wall and it is about a mile from the wall to the
quarry. The line is single the entire length of the wall,approx. 3 miles,
Rolling stock on the line ( at
13/6/62)
consisted of a small
diesel loco which was reputed to take an hour to warm up, 20 side tipping
trucks,9 flat trucks and a "carriage". The carriage has a galvanised roof
on a platform which is so highly strung that the slightest bump might
throw you off. The line is very little used and the section from the loops
to the quarry is not used at all.
This line was used in the construction of the dam. The original
motive power was either steam or horse,possibly the latter. In more recent
years horse traction was used for maintaining the
wall.
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MT.ZERO TRAMWAY,STATE RIVERS & WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION.
By D.Jowett

Built by the State Rivers & Water Supply Commission to carry rock from
Mt.Zero quarry,about 8 miles from Taylors Lake dam in I914,and Pine Lake
dam built in 1919. It is 2'gauge,horse drawn and every 2 miles crossing
loops where the horse teams changed over were built. After dams were
completed the rails remained,although some were stolen during the last
war. It was dismantled after the war and now only the earthworks remain.
Bridges alongside Western Highway over channels were dismantled in 1960,
although high earthen embankments follow the highway for a mile or so.
Mt.Zero is the extreme Western end of the Grampians,about 20 miles from
Horsham. Two horses pulled a rake of nine trucks.
VICTORIAN MANGANESE MINING, IRON & STEEL COMPANY'S PROPOSED RAILWAY.
Details supplied by
D.Jowett.
On the 20th of October 1911 an Act of Parliament was passed allowing
construction of this railway was passed. The chief details of this line
are as follows:
The line was to be of 3'6" gauge running from Lakes Entrance
to the Company's mineral leases in the parishes of Nowa Nowa and Buchan,
a distance of 38 miles. The railway was allowed to run along the side
of any roads in the district subject to the consent of any the local
council concerned. The Victorian Railways were to be permitted to use the
railway for the carriage of goods,livestock,or passengers. Any other
company or person was to be permitted to use the railway for conveyance
of goods or livestock. The company was required to carry any passengers,
and any goods for other persons or the Government.
The railway was to pass through the township of Nowa Nowa,and
pass under or over the Bairnsdale-Orbost line.
oooOOOooo—BELGRAVE HORSE TRAM

Notes by P.Carrett.

A horse tramway left the Upper Ferntree Gully - Gembrook railway
at the present site of the gangers shed at Little Belgrave.The tram wont
up into Sherbrooke Forest and went parallel to the main road after
crossing the creek.The right of way beside the road and at the station
can still be seen.
--- 4 ---
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TIMBER TRAMWAYS IN VICTORIA
1.THEPOWELLTOWN TRAMWAY

By F.Stamford.

Tha Mountain Section.
Leaving Powelltown the line takes on a different character,for it
traversed much more rugged country in this section. The track deteriorated
gradually as it penetrated further into the bush. The line was gradually
extended into the bush as further supplies of timber were exploited. This
secton
abounded in sharp curves and 1 in 30 grades.
On leaving Powelltown the tramway contiued to follow the Little Yarra
river valley for three miles to a steam haulage. On this section the line
crossed three high curved timber trestle bridges, the highest of which
was 105 from water level to decking (?),and a number of wooden railed
horse operated tramways left the main line. At the foot of the steam
haulage the line was at an elevation of 800' above sea level,the haulage
taking the line over the watershed of the Latrobe river and being 1050'
above sea level at its summitt. About 1926 this haulage was replaced by
the Gap (or Bump) tunnel,which was about 1000 feet long and timber lined.
This tunnel was made by ex-miners,mainly by hand,and took some months to
build. At the Eastern portal of the tunnel the mill and settlement of
Nayook West was situated. This settlement had a population of about two
hundred, and government mills were situated here,but the settlement was
burnt out in 1937 and abandoned.
For the next three miles the line followed the Latrobe river valley,
crossing this river eight times on low bridges,and one and a half miles
further on there was a long crossing loop,two dead end sidings facing
opposite directions,and a junction with a horse worked wooden railed line
running south to Armstead's mill. Between Nayook West and this loop there
was a siding and three loading stages for salvaged timber. About a mile
further on at a place called The Logs the line turned northward up the
valley of the Big Creek to Knott's Mill served by the Goodwood tramway
from Noojee. The tramway continued north for a short distance turned
west for about a mile to terminate at Splitter's Camp. Over at least
part of this last section the Goodwood tramway also once ran,but it is
not known whether it was removed before the Powelltown line was built.
The Powelltown line reached Splitter's Camp by 1930,and the total distance
from Yarra Junction was 19 miles. Although most of the line was built
of 40 lb.steel rails,towards the end of the Mountain section the track
was mostly secondhand rail,including cable tram rail laid flange outwards.
Splitter's Camp
although the end of the Shay worked section,
was not the end of the line. From here ran the spectacular High Lead incline, together with a motor winch operated line. V.L.R.R.S. photo No.
T.018 shows the north end of Splitter's Camp very clearly.
The Inclines and Branch Lines.
This area is rather complicated and unfortunately the reports of
various people always differ in details,while maps also differ from each
other, thus making it a little difficult to give an accurate description
of the area,however I will do my best to describe the main details.
At Splitter's Camp a line operated by motor winch ran in a north¬
westerly direction up the Big Creek valley for something less than a mile.
Also leaving Splitter's Camp was the incline running up the High Lead,
this haulage was about one mile long and carried the line up about 1300'
to a maximum elevation of 2300' above sea level. The line was worked as
a balanced funicular with three rails,the centre one being common to
both up and down lines. Half way up the lines spread out to four rails
to form a crossing loop. Leaving Splitter's Camp the incline went up a
relatively shallow grade and round a curve to turn northerly.Then followed a short level section,then a steep incline followed by a level
section at the half-way mark where the crossing loop was situated.This
was followed by an extremely steep grade, a third level section then a
comparitively shallow incline to the summitt of the High Lead where
there were four short sidings and the steam winding engines,together
with a mass of cables,slung on blocks attached to any handy tree trunk.
The rope was coupled at the top to the load through a system of sheaves
then around the winding drum of the steam winch through another system
of shelves,then to the bottom of the Lead where it was coupled to
the empty bogies.
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The Powelltown Tramway,continued.
Loads were always taken in pairs on the High Lead incline,either
two logs,two loads of sawn timber,or one log and one load of sawn timber.
From High Lead summitt a second steam worked incline descended in a
northerly direction into the Ada River valley. This line was operated
with an endless rope,and only one load at a time was taken.The winch was
situated at the summitt. From the summitt,descending this incline,there
were three rails and a short distance from the top there was a wooden
railed siding running into the bush for the collection of firewood for
the winches at the summitt.A little farther down,a branch left the
incline,and for the remaining length the incline was single line. This
branch was operated by a
Malcom
Moore non-coupled six wheel
tractor,was about a mile long and led to motor winches Nos.2,3,and,I
think,4, from which logs were brought.
Continuing down the incline,the Ada river is crossed on a trestle
bridge built on a grade,and about half way a branch line leads to Ada
No.l mill. The incline then terminated at the site of Ada No.2 mill. The
branch to Ada No.l mill originally extended to the Old Ada mill,and was
worked by the tramway's 0-4-0 tank loco "Coffee Pot"(2nd No,3),but by
1944 was being worked by another Malcolm Moore six wheel tractor.
At the Ada No.2 mill where this second incline ended,yet a third
incline began,still running north,climbing the northern slopes of the
Ada river valley. The Ada No.2 mill was burnt out in 1939,and it is here
that that remains of 1st No.3 were found in 1940. The winch for the
third incline was situated at its summit,and from this point a winding
wooden railed tramway ran in a northerly direction for about a mile to
the New Ada mill,situated on top of the ridge overlooking the valley of
the little Ada river.
On this line and on the line to Ada mill No.l,there were
crossings with the Federal tramway from Warburton, in both cases the
Federal tramway crossed the Powelltown by means of a hinged track arrange¬
ment.
Apparently most of the equipment for these inclines still remains
as it was left in 1946,and even the rails have been left in place,
probably because of the difficulty of removing them from such an isol¬
ated place. Does anyone have any photos or track diagrams of this area?
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NEWS, NOTES and COMMENTS:
Victorian Railways:
The centre (boiler) section of G.41 has been reported scrap
ped and rumour has it that the engine sections have met with the
same fate. On a brighter note, though this has its sad points
too - theP.B.P.S. has given up all hope of opening the Menzies
Creek - Lakeside section this summer. This is because there is
much more traffic than was originally expected and many more
sleepers will have to be replaced to carry this traffic. Also
the Gang-Shed at Belgrave was occupying too much space in the
already crowded terminal and has had to be moved out to the first
level-crossing.
The vehicles in use for the passenger service, a short time
ago were:"Residing" at Belgrave;
3NC; 2NBC; 24NB; 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, NBH; NA 6A;
NA 7A; also standing by 14NBH.
"Residing" at Menzies Creek;
2, 3, NBH.*

*These are probably used mainly for the transport of workers.
NK1 and trailer at Belgrave end 45, 135 NQ & motor trollies etc
at Menzies Creek are used for track-work.
Society Notes:
The members of the Society are
D.Barry
c/o
Mrs. Crooks, 75 BroadwayWest,Yallourn,Vic.
P.Barry
c/o
22 Harts Pde., Hawthorn East, E.3, Vic.
7 Burwah Aye., East Brighton, Vic.
J.Buckland
P.Charrett
c/o S.R,&W.S.C., Eppaloch Project, Private
Axedale, Vio.
R.Fellows
3 Carinda Road, Canterbury, E.7, Vic.
D.Fraser
24 Derby Road, Camberwell, E.6, Vic.
66 Bailie Street, Horsham, Vic.
D.Jowett
G.Gardner
232 Mont Albert Road, Surrey Hills, E.10, Vic.
R. Murray
20 Essex Road, Surrey Hills, E.10, Vic.
L.Poole
20 Oak Grove, East Malvern, S.E.5, Vic.
E.W.Russell
1 Dunoon Ave., East Brighton, S.6,Vio.
F.Stamford
9 Mc. Gregor Street, Canterbury, E.7,Vic.
R.Stamford
39 Croydon Road, Surrey Hills, E.10, Vic.
1 Loch Street, Camberwell, E.6, Vic.
A.Stewart
Meetings are held on the second Saterday in every second
month. The next, and Annual meeting will be held at 8-00 p.m.
on 9th, February at 9 Mc.Gregor St., Canterbury.
THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY

Dedicated to the study of the light railways that once served
Victoria.
Remember your rough notes, maps, and snippets of information
can usually be turned into a presentable article,so if you want
to contribute to the magazine and perhaps do not have enough
information to write an article send your notes to the magazine
Editor, F.Stamford, and he may be able to find the information
to complete it. Or you could write to him requesting information
and ho will endeavour to find it for you.
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Mississippi Creek Tramway

This line was constructed to carry stone used to construct the
entrance to the Gippsland Lakes from a quarry to a warf on the
North Arm from where it was transferred by barge to the entrance.
It ran along the valley of the Mississippi Creek for about 7 miles,
and was probably of 3'6" gauge. Twenty yards or so of track still
remain at the Warf Site together with an elaborate set of cast-iron,
sprung buffers. The engine was last seen at the Scrivenors Rd.
crossing buthassincedisappeared.
--- 2 --For reproduction, please contact the Society
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(This article has been adapted from one titled "Timber Tramways",
by Garnet Johnson,that appeared in the Melbourne Walker in 1948.)
FIVE WARBURTON AREA TRAMWAYS,
— Big Pat's Creek
Tramway

To assist the timber industry the Upper Yarra Shire arranged
for a tramway to be built for some four miles above La-La yards, so
that timber could be brought from various horse trams to the V.R.
In 1910, Mr. Hermon constructed a 3' gauge steel tramway from
La-La to a spot known as the "Points". This single line ran a
distance of 4.29 miles. On leaving La-La it crossed to the right
bank of the Yarra by means of alarge timber bridge and followed up
the stream for about 2 miles, passing a timber stacking site belonging to the Federal Timber Company. Crossing the Yarra once
more, the line served the seasoning works of the Brimbonga Timber
Company. ( See map, page 9, Q.R.,Summer 1961-62)(A shed and an
abandoned petrol motor remain at the Federal stack site, and the
seasoning works still operate. -Ed.) The tramway then bore away
from the Yarra to a short distance above the confluence with the
Mississippi Creek - a spot known locally as the "Points". This was
the meeting place of several tramways, from which all traffic was
conveyed by this tramway. (Where the loop re-converges on your map,
after the seasoning works, is the position of the "Points". ) The
Shirelaterleasedthetramway to Mr. Hermon - trading as the Warburton
Timber Co. - for 21 years, on the condition that all timber firms
concerned were given running rights on the line. In 1931 the Shire
sold the tramway to Mr. W. Richards. In 1934 the Yarra bridges
were swept away, but after replacement the line continued to operate until about 1950-52. In later years the tramway was operated
by tractors.
- Richard's Tramway:
In 1923, Mr. W. Richards constructed a 3' gauge steel tramway
for14-1/2miles from "The Points", up the slopes of the southern site
of the Mississippi Creek, over the Divide, and down to his mill in
the Starvation Creek valley, (Starvation Creek runs ,on your map,
from just east of Richards, North-West, through Horner's and Straight
offthe map.) From 1936 the line was little used,and three years
was damaged by forest fires. This led to its complete abandonment.
In 1941 the steel rails were recovered to bo used as tank traps.
Mr.Richards also constructed an independent loopline,1-1/4miles
in length, from his Brimbonga Timber Co's seasoning works, alongside Big Pat's Creek, to his tramway at the "Points". After purchasing the Shire tramway in 1931 he abandoned this by-pass (the
more northerly of the two lines of the loop).
-Warburton Timber Company:
This company under Mr. Hermon leased the Shire tramway for 21
years when it was constructed in 1910. Mr. Hermon purchased rail
from the Sorrento tramway on its demolition in 1920.
Four locos all small tankers were used at various times to
operate the line. They were:
A small Kerr Stewart 0-4-2 sold to the Powelltown tramway
to become their first No.3 (see Q.R. Summer '61-62 for details).
A Fowler 0-4-0 saddle tank, Builders No.5851, cylinders
8-1/2"x14", stated to have gone to the Walsh Island Dockyard, N.S.W,
in 1916.
Two Fowler 0-4-2s purchased new. They were No.13576 of 1918
and (the larger of the two) No.15989 of 1923 and both had large
square side tanks and 2 small sand domes on the boiler. They went
to the Copper refinery at Mt.Morgan around 1940,tractors being
used after there disposal.
- Ezard's Tramway:
Ezard and Son owned a mill in the Starvation Creek valley,
close to Richard's Mill, and after 1928 used a steam, geared loco
to haul their timber bogies. This also hauled the bogies of the
Not for Resale - Free download
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Federal Timber Company Pty. Ltd. over Richards tramway to the "Point
and La-La After 5 or 6 years, the Federal Company abandoned its
mill on Starvation Creek, but Ezards continued to use this engine
for another two years until forest fires forced them from there.
Ezards owned only a short wooden-railed extension at the end of
Richard's tramway. The engine used on this line was a rather unusual affair. Mr. J. Ezard purchased, in 1928, from Cameron Sutherland and Company of Melbourne, two small 2' gauge tank engine.
They had Originally come from the Goodwood Timber & Trading Company's tramway from Port Albert to the Mullundung Forests and were
an 0-4-0 well tank and an 0-4-0 side tank.
(Continued next issue)

This four mile long, 5'3" gauge line was built about 1883 by
Leslie and Rose, the contractors for the Stawell - Horsham line.
About sixty trucks of gravel a day were carried to ballast the main
line. It was closed about 1887. As the line was built with en act
of Parliament, it was included, in 1895;in the "Railway Valedation
Act" to make its construction legal. It was reopened in 1904-05, to
ballast the Hopetoun Railway; the private contractors using an old
ex-V.R. engine. Several attempts to extend this line to Callawadda
and Mitchell's Hill, near Donald, failed, and the line was dismantled about the First World War by a private firm for the metal.
Note on map:
The road between points A and B is built on the old road-bed
of the line except where the bridges have been removed over the
creek.
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LEFT: ONE OF THE TWO
SHAY LOCOS USED ON THE
POWELLTOWN TRAMWAY, AT
POWELLTOWN, 1933.
(PHOTO L. STAMFORD)
BELOW: ONE OF THE
FOWLER 0-4-2
TANKS
ON HERMANS TRAMWAY
NEAR WARBURTON.
(POSSIBLY AT THE
FEDERAL STACKING POINT.
(PHOTO T. COX)

ABOVE: KERR STUART 2ND,
NO.3 AT POWELLTOWN.
(PHOTO LATE J.C.M.ROLLAMD)
LEFT: POWELLITE ON MIXED
TRAIN AT YARRA JUNCTION,
NOTE TWO COACHES ON TRAIN,
(N SOME PRINTS OF THIS
PICTURE TWO PLATES ARE
VISIBLE ON THE BACK OF
THE TENDER, VIZ:-

DOES ANYONE KNOW THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE?
THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN

c.1920. (V.L.R.R.S.
COLLECTION).

WANTED:

ARTICLES, NOTES, PHOTOS, ETC., OF LIGHT RAILWAY
INTEREST, SEND THEM TO THE EDITOR FOR PUBLICATION,
OR FURTHER RESEARCH.
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TIMBER TRAMWAYS IN VICTORIA
l.The Powelltown Tramway,continued,

By F.Stamford.

The locos and rolling stock:- The details of all the locos,except the
Shays,were included in the Summer 1961/62 edition. An unofficial numbering
scheme seems to have been in force by which Powellite was no.1,Little
Yarra no.2,the Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST was 1st. no.3, the Kerr Stewart 0-4-0T
was 2nd.. no.3, and the Shays were Nos.4 &5. The seems to be a lack of
evidence to prove that this system existed,however.
As Little Yarra
was the first engine it would have been more sensible to call it No.l.
It is also strange that both the Kerr Stuarts should have been given the
same number,as they were both running at the same time before the Shays
came.
The two Shays were identical,and had three vertical cylinders on
the right hand side which drove a telescopic cardan shaft,which in turn
drove the axles of both bogies through bevel gears arranged outside the
axleboxes. They were built by the Lima Locomotive & Machine Coy.,U.S.A.,
in 1912,and carried builders numbers 2575,and 2576. The driving wheels
were about 2 feet in diameter. They carried large plates on the bunkers
which bore the name Gibson Battle of Sydney as importing agents. They
were painted green with brass fittings. Due to the Powelltown's rough
track their bogies and flexible drive gave a little trouble, but otherwise they were very successful. No.2575 came from the Lloyd Copper Co.
Ltd. Burraga,N.S.W. in 1920; and No.2576 came from the same place via
G&C Hoskins, Lithgow,N.S.W. in 1926. On the closure of the tramway in
1945 they were apparently both dismantled,the boiler of one going to a
timber mill at Yarragong,the boiler of the other going to a timber mill
at Carpolac. The latter mill was closed recently and the boiler cut up,
but fortunately the builder'S plates were saved.
The tramway also possessed two Malcolm Moore six wheeled non
coupled tractors with
Fordson kerosene engines,probably
of about 1935 vintage. These were mainly used on minor branches
in
the bush. When the tramway was closed one was abandoned in the bush,
while the other one was retained for shunting around the mill at Powelltown,where it is still being used.
The locos burnt timber cut into four foot lengths and stacked
at various points along the line.
Rolling Stock: Drawings were given in the Summer 1961/62 edition. There
were two passenger coaches,both built of hardwood at Powelltown. They
were of more or less similar dimensions, one with a centre entrance,the
other with entrances at each end. They had sliding doors,unglazed windows
with wooden shutters,and wooden longitudinal seating for 20 passengers.
A powerful handbrake was fitted in the brake
section.
Of these coaches
the centre entrance one seems to have been used the least,and apparently
disappeared around 1930, while the other one lasted until the passenger service was withdrawn in 1942. There was normally one coach
on each mixed train, but occasionally both were used. About the time
the centre entrance coach disappeared, a four wheel van was placed
in service,this had open entrances in the centre (well almost in the
centre!) and was used on most mixed trains, occasionally carrying
passengers. This van was still at Powelltown in 1959 but has since
gone. All these vehicles were painted dark red, with corragated
iron roofs.
The goods vehicles fall into two catagories,the mainline ones and the timber bogies. The main line vehicles must have
been the best goods vehicles used on any Victorian timber tramway.
There were two types, the 5 ton medium sided ones,and the 3 ton low
sided ones. They had sprung axle boxes and a hand brake operating
on one wheel. There were a total of 85 of these vehicles,all built
at Powelltown; and there seems to have been a preponderance of the
3 tonners. Many of these were fitted with swivelling bolsters, so
that a pair of wagons could be coupled for carrying long lengths
of sawn timber.
---6--For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Sometimes these vehicles were fitted with hardwood
seats for carrying excursion traffic. All these vehicles
were limited to use on the "mainline", but I suspect a few of
the three tonners ventured on the mountain section occasionally. All of the mainline vehicles and "Powellite" and "Little
Yarra" were fitted with Norwegian type chopper couplings, which
were a combined centre buffer and drag-hook ooupler. They also
had safety chains fitted on each side of the buffer/coupling.
The vehicles used on the mountain section were of a
much more primitive type,being a standard timber bogie used by
practically all Victorian 3' gauge lines. They were four wheeled
hardwood framed vehicles with no springing and very short wheelbase. They had primitive wooden brake blocks of bell shape,which
operated on both wheels of one side. These brakes were operated
by brakemen who had to run along the train while it was in
motion to apply them. Each timber bogie was fitted with swiveling bolsters for carrying logs or sawn timber. They were coupled
by primitive link and pin with wooden or steel bars. As these
vehicles had to work over rough wooden railed branch lines
where nobody cared about differences of three or four inches
in the track gauge,or bothered about making the track level
their wheels had six inch wide treads and deep flanges.
Occasionally they were used on mixed trains on the main line,
in which case they were always the last vehicles on the train
in case they became derailed. Remains of these bogies can still
be seen at various points along the entire length of the line.
Many became derailed and they were often left where they landed,
some can be seen in the Ada river.
There were also one or two special vehicles used at
Powelltown:mainly for carrying sawdust from the mill to sawdust
dumps.
TRAIN SERVICES:
Mainline:-According to Bradshaw's Guide to
Victoria for July - December 1924 the service was as follows:"Trams leave Yarra Junction for Powelltown at 6.30 a.m. Mondays
and Saturdays,
11.00 a.m. daily,
3.30p.m.Saturdays,
4.00p.m. Mondays and Saturdays excepted,
7.45 p.m. Mondays;
and return from Powelltown at:5.30 a.m.Mondaya and Saturdays.
9.00 a.m. daily,
1.15 p.m. Saturdays,
1.45 p.m. Saturdays excepted."
From this it can be seen that there were two trains daily,both
mixed,with the service based on Powelltown. There was no regular
service on Sundays,although there were occasional excursion
trains of which I have no details. Unfortunately this is the only
timetable I have a copy of.
Journey time was 1 hour,giving
an average speed of10-1/2m.p.h. Printed paper tickets were issued
by the guard who was at all times in charge of the train.Single
tickets only were issued,and through booking over the V.R., was not
possible. The single fare in 1937 was 1/1, and was proportionately
less for intermediate stopping places. Wooden waiting sheds were
constructed at Slaty Creek,Black Sands,Three Bridges, and Gilderoy,
the
permanent settlements along the line. Apparently
the sheds at Slaty Creek and Three Bridges had fallen down by
1937. The mixed trains carried Company freight as well as timber,
and public freight could also be carried,though in later years
this was mostly sent by road. The intermediate stopping places (see
Q,R.'s for Autumn and Winter) also carried little traffic in
later years.
--- 7 --Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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Like the Mountain section the Mainline was operated on the
one engine in steam principal.the simplest form of safe working.
TheMountainSection:-Likethemainlinenormallytherewere
two trains in each direction on this section. Before the tunnel
was built (about 1923) and before the first Shay arrived the
Kerr Stuart 0-4-0T operated the section from Powelltown to the
Bump, the Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST operating the section on the other
side of the winch. After the Shays arrived and the tunnel had
been built they ran the service between Powelltown and the
terminus which was Splitter's Camp by 1930. Presumably the two
Kerr Stuarts were out of service for a while until the construction of the High Lead winch and the isolated tramways connected
to it, which once again gave employment to the Kerr Stuarts.
Unfortunately I have no information about the Timetable for the
mountain section, apart from the fact that the first train out
of Powelltown left at
3.30a.m.
A shay would take a train
of about 20 empty bogies out of Powelltown loaded with stores
for the fettler's camps along the line. Brakemen were dispersed
along the train,about six in all, who had to apply and release
brakes when necessary and lubricate the primitive bearings.
Any passengers offering were accommodated on the timber bogies
or on the outside of the loco,however women had the privilege
of travelling in the cab. On the return journey logs of about
20 or 30 feet long were carried,together with sawn timber
out in the bush mills. These vehicles were pushed to the summitt
near the tunnel,from where they ran into Powelltown by gravity,
under the control of brakemen, the loco coming along afterwards
at its leisure. Occasionally the load was to heavy and the loco
stalled,while at other times reach bars between wagons broke
through sudden jerks, derailments usually resulting. Coming
into Powelltown the logs were diverted to the left into the
mill, while sawn timber and case logs were diverted to the
right for transport to Yarra Junction.
On one occasion a timber bogie coasted down a
minor branch and then ran along the main line gradually building
up speed,it ran right into Powelltown where it hit "Little Yarra"
with such a thud that it put a whole in the tender.
The High Lead and Connected lines:- Starting from the terminus
at the New Ada Mill the arrangement was as follows: A truck load
of timber would leave the mill drawn by three horses, making its
way down the winding tramway of wooden rails to a point about a
mile from the mill. It would then be lowered down the first
incline to the Ada No.2 mill (burnt out in 1940. The load would
then be coupled onto the endless rope to the summitt where the
winches were situated. At the summitt
a pair of loads (two logs,
one log and sawn timber,or two lots of sawn timber) were coupled
onto the High Lead rope. On receiving the O.K. by telephone
from the bottom (Splitter's Camp) the winding engine driver
would feed steam to the cylinders,then as the rope began to
pay out the two loads would descend the incline; while another
pair of empty bogies would begin to ascend. As the grade steepened
the driving force became a braking force to keep the speed down
to a steady crawl. Halfway along the incline the descending
loads would pass the ascending empties at the point where
the three rails spread out to four,thus forming a crossing loop.
On reaching the bottom the load would then be marshalled,by
the Shay loco.
The connecting lines were mainly internal combustion
operated winches, however the line out to Ada No.l mill was
operated by the Kerr Stuart 0-4-0T, and in later years a Malcolm
Moore tractor also worked this line. The other tractor worked
a branch leading to winches 2,3,and probably 4, (See last Q.R.)
The Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST also worked out here somewhere,for it was
scrapped at Ada No.2 mill before 1940.
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That seems to complete the Powelltown tramway from the information
I have at present,so from now on additions and corrections will
be published (including track diagrams I hope). I would like to
thank the following people for assistance in various ways: J.Buckland,T.Cox, D.Jowett,R.Murray,L.Poole, L.W.Towan.
References: Railway Magazine 1916 (England}, by Leit Cherry
Locomotive Magazine 1915 (England), by Leit Cherry
Railway Enthusiasts Magazine (Australia) 1939, by J.Buckland

A.R.H.S.Bulletin 1943,by J.Buckland.
A.R.H.S.Bulletin 1942,by J.Buckland.

In my description of the line in the Autumn edition I said the line
crossed the Little Yarra river just before reaching Black Sands,
this was quite wrong,the line only crossed an insignificant creek
at this point.
Rolling stock experts may be interested to know of the drawings
of South African and Rhodesian 3' 6" and 2' gauge locos and
rolling stock available from the Railway Society of Southern Africa,
(C/o. Mr.A.H.Spit,60 Ninth Avenue, Northmead,Benoni, South Africa).
Included amongst these is a collection of well drawn diagrams of
all
3'6" gauge locos of the S.A.R. and its constituents. This
set totals about 220 diagrams to l/8th inch to foot scale and is
L3/15/- Australian. Also available from the R.S.S.A. is a list of
the locos used by industrial organizations in Rhodesia,
Nyasaland, Katanga, and Mozambique, at 2/6 Australian; and a similar
list for South Africa at 16/6.
Members will find with this Q..R. a number of publications price
lists which we hope you will circulate amongst your friends.
The first four pages of this edition were typed and edited and
drawn by Geoff Gardner, without whose help this edition would
have been much smaller and later.

Built between 1898 and 1915 at Newport Workshops. Total number
in class was 218, but 6 of these were converted to NBH passenger
cars. The sides were divided into three similar drop sections.
Width:6'3-1/4"; Height from rail level 3'10".
Length 25' 2". Bogie wheelbase
3' 3". Bogie centres:17'
Originally fitted with Norwegian chopper couplings, but these
were replaced with knuckle couplers. Capacity was originally
l0 tons but was increased to ll tons.

Scale of drawing 4mm.equals 1'. Next issue NBDBD Brake/2nd.
THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY
FRESIDENT/EDITOR: F.Stamford, 9 Mc.Gregor St., Canterbury,E.7.
SECRETARY/LlBRARIAN:G.Gardner,232 Mont Albert Rd.,Surrey Hills, E.10
TREASURER/VICE PRES.:R.Murray,20 Essex Road,Surrey Hills,E.10.
The original copy of the Warburton tramways article was supplied
by Peter Barry,as were the details of rolling stock in use on the
Menzies Creek line.
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Some members may have been surprised to receive their last Q.R.
in a Kelvinator envelope, this was because we were given a couple of
hundred of these. We have since made suitable labels to cover up the
old advertising matter,and by using these envelopes we save a l-1/2d
for each Q.R. !
Due to circumstances beyond our control we will not be publishing
the list of Victorian Private Railways' locos; this is no longer
necessary. Instead we will be diverting all our energies to the
Fyansford book. If anyone has a photo of the Vulcans double heading
a mineral train on this line and would like to have it published we
would be interested, - we think it would make a good fronticepiece.
More urgent however is a photo of one of the Perrys before they
were put in store. In both cases a negative or a print will be
satisfactory,butwewouldhavetohaveitbyJanuary15th.
Photos:- Our fifth series of photos wi11 not be available until
aboutFebruary.Includedamongstthesewillbephotosofremainsof^
tramways around Stawell and Horsham, supplied by Des Jowett. Also
included will be photos of NQR wagons specially prepared to complement
our diagram for the use of modellers. Our photo service is at present
rather slow,- we believe in giving a wide variety of photos at the
lowest cost, but we must sacrifice speed in fulfilling orders for
this.
The photostat copy of the Rubicon prospectus is necessarily
expensive,so we have a put a copy of this in the Society's library
and it may be borrowed by contacting the Librarian. The original
prospectus was loaned to the Society for copying by IanBarkla,whom
We thank.

Correction to page 20, second paragraph, the runaway bogie
knocked a hole in the tender,nota whole!!!
If a cross appears in thesquareyoursub.is overdue and
should be sent to the Treasurer,or other office bearer. No
further Q.R.s will be sent until it is paid. Still amere5/-.
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NEWS, NOTES, & COMMENTS.
Victorian Railways: Notes on the dismantling of the Ben Nevis Navarre line, by D.Jowett, :This line was purchased by the Stawell
Shire,who used the rails on bridge construction. They converted
about six miles to a roadway, mainly singl_e lane. All mile
posts,some whistle posts,and all stations remain, the platforms
still intact. The piatform at Joel is right beside the roadway
and the road is formed on No.1 Road, It looks strange with the
platform end handrails! It is the same at Landsborough,but here
even the sheep race and buffers at the end of No.2 Road are right
next to the road,which is formed on No.1 Road site.
All trestle bridges remain the same,
but with warning notices oi "Single Lane Bridge Ahead". From
Tulkara to Navarre the line is intact,rails and all, but the yard
at Navarre has recently been lifted,. The goods shed, platform,
ash pitS;etc., all remain. This is a rather unusual dismantling
procedure, but as tho Shire only wanted the rails,everything
else has been left.
cooOOOOOrco

Tasmanian Railways: All regular steam working has now ceased,
but a number of steam locos are maintained for use in
emergencies.
--X—X--X-X-KX—X-X-

Mount Lyell Mining & Railway Co..-- It is expected that this
Company's railway will be closing on June 30th, this year,
giving way to road transport.
Society Notes: Work on the Fyansford - Batesford booklet is proceding fairly well,though the booklet will probably not be
available until some time in April. We are gaining experience
of the 6.5"x 8" format and I don't think it offers much more
difficulty than the Foolscap (13"x8" ) format at present
used on the magazine. With the next issue starting a new
volume the opportunity once again arises of changing the
magazine to this format. The main advantage of the present
format is that it can easily be kept in foolscap folders.
The smaller format would probably be of a more handy size
fore most members,and we would be able to make better use
of the special stencils of the type used for the photos in
the last issue0 This would also allow better presentation of
the magazine with illustrated covers. The Council is in
favor of this change. Also under consideration is the
desirability of increasing the annual subscription to 7/6 or
10/-to allow for more illustrations to be included in the
magazine. The council is also in favor of this change„ Our
circulation is increasing gradually and tho number of articles
being sent in is increasing,this is very gratifying; please
keep it__up! Many of our members have recently introduced
their friends to our Society, this is also very gratifying,
Wo do not intend to change the format of tho
Magazine or the subscription rates until we have given members and subscribers an opportunity to give their oppinions,
WQ are sending with this issue a questionaire which we hope
all readers will fill in and return by May 1st.
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STATE RIVERS & WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION RAILWAYS

Notes supplied by D.Barry.
The Red Cliffs Tramway:This ran for a distance of3-1/4miles from Red Cliffs
V.R. siding to the S.R.&. W.S.C. Pumping Station constructed in
1924. It was of 2 foot gauge,single track, 201b. to the yard
steel rails. It transported coal and briquettes to the pumping
station. Rolling stock consisted of side tipping wagons of
1 cubic yard capacity.
Motive power consisted of a Kerr Stuart steam loco,
builder's number 742, unfortunately no other details are
available. Also used were two Malcolm Moore tractors, the
earlier one powered by a Fordson engine,the later one,used
since 1950, powered with a Hercules diesel engine.
Following the construction of a new power station
by the S.E.C. at Red Cliffs and the conversion of the irrigation pumping station to electric drive the line and rolling
stock were sold to the Mildura Council; and the steam loco
donated to the Red Cliffs Rotary Club as an historic memorial
to be set up in the Red Cliffs Children's Playground.
oo

Torrumbarry:In 1920 the Commission advertised for the supply
of one 2' gauge new or good secondhand light type steam or
oil driven locomotive for use on the construction of the
Torrumbarry Weir. Later that year it purchased from the
Melbourne Harbour Trust Commissioners a Black Hawthorn & Co.
secondhand locomotive at use on Williamstown Wharf for L475.
Description of loco:Gauge:

2'

Builders:
Date Built:
Builder's Number:
Cylinders:

Black,Hawthorn & Coy.,Gateshead-on-Tyne.

6-1/2"
diam, 12" stroke,with crossheads
running in double planed guide bars.
Wheel Arrangement: 0-4-2 ST.
Driving wheels:
20-1/2"diam.
Trailing wheels:
18" diam.
Rigi& wheelbase:
3'2"
Total whoelbase:
7'3"
Boiler Details:
6' long; 2'9" diam.,copper firebox 2'3"x2'3"
50 1-1/4" diam. brass tubes.Two injectors.
Boiler Pressure:
133 lbs, p.s.i.
Water capacity:
150 gallons.
Coal capacity:
3 cwt.
Weight:
approx, 7 tons empty.
Notes:

Fitted with outside cylinders and outside
frames. Link motion reversing gear. Hand
screww brake on four wheels,semi enclosed
drivers cab,and framework for carrying wood
fuel.
This loco was later used at Yarrawonga Weir
and was sold at auction in 1939.
-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-xHume Reservoir: From 1922 to 1932 the Commission had in operation
a number of light railways for conveyance of earth,stone,etc,,
during construction. The gauge was 3',

Upon completion of the Reservoir embankment the
rolling stock was sold at auction. See next page.
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STATE RIVERS & WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION RAILWAYS
D.Barry
Extract from Sale Catalogue,
J.H.CURNOW & SON

Item 93

Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item
Item

94
95
96
97
98
99
100

Item 101
Item 102
Item 103
Item 104

HUME RESERVOIR DISPOSAL
September 1936.
Locomotive (Perry) Type four wheel coupled, 3'6" gauge
Cylinders 10 in. dia., x 15 in. stroke, fitted with
Walscheart valve gear,and complete with steam brake,
water tanks and fuel bunkers,etc. Tractive effort
6000 lbs., Boiler 160 lbs. w.p,
ditt
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
Locomotive (Harman) Type four wheel coupled,3'6" gauge
cylinders 10" dia,, x 15" stroke,fitted with Walschaert
valve gear,and complete with steam brake,water tanks,
and fuel bunkers etc. Tractive effort 6000 lbs.,
Boiler 160 lbs, w.p.
Locomotive (Baldwin) , 10-1/2" cylinder,16" stroke,
Boiler overall 12 ft. 3 in. x 3 ft. dia., w.p.
120 lbs.
Locomotive boiler (new), 7 ft,, x 2' 8", w.p. 180 lbs,
Box loco parts
"
"
"

oooOOOooo
Extract from sale catalogue:
J. H. CURNOW & SON
YARRAWONGA WEIR DISPOSAL, JUNE, 1939
Item 410 Steam locomotive by Black Hawthorn, gauge 2'. In poor
condition, (This is apparently the loco from Torrumbarry)
Item 411 Steam locomotive by Black Hawthorn, In good condition,
Working Pressure 120 lbs.
Cylinders 7 in. dia. 10 in. strike.
Complete with screw brake,water tanks,fuel bunkers
and accessories-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-xWimmerra Water Storages:
1/ 5 miles of 2 ft. gauge line from Grampians Range to
Fyans lake to transport beaching stone. German wagons were
used,hauled by horses.
2/ Mt.Zero tc Taylors Lake (See Spring 1962 Q,R. ,page 10)
Nine miles of 2ft. gauge from Mt.Zero to Taylors Lake to
transport beaching stone. Horse haulage,and also a rail
tractor powered with a "T" Ford engine. Later 5 miles of
this line was taken up and relaid to transport stone to
beach Pine Lake embankment,and an additional2-1/2miles
making the line fromMt.Zero11-1/2mileslong.
Tonnages transported - Taylors Lake - 40,000 tons
Pine Lake
- 60,000 tons

Remember to send in articles and notes of light railway interest
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Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

V.L.R.R.S. QUARTERLY REVIEW, AUTUMN 1963,

Page

26

The Powelltown Tramway
Additional information obtained from the articles on the line
published in the Railway Magazine of 1916, and the Locomotive
of 1915.
Firstly we will deal with the article in The Locomotive,December
1915 edition. The article was compiled from notes supplied by
Mr.O.J, Cobani, who I presume worked for the Victorian Hardwood
& Sawmilling Co. at the tine.
At that time no less than seven companies were dependant on the
Powelltown tramway for conveyance of timber to the mainline.
The Mountain Section of the line at this time was only3-1/2miles
long. The article says that the stopping places each possessed
a shelter shed, a nameboard, a large goods siding,but no platform,
A list of stations is given, as follows: Yarra Junction, Barrier
2-3/4 miles, Timber Siding3-1/2miles, Slaty Creek4-1/2miles, Black
Sands5-3/4miles, Three Bridges7-1/2miles, Gilderoy 9 miles,
Ballast Siding10-1/2miles, Powelltown 11 miles.
Some of the mileages given in this early article are different
from those given in more recent articles,. I think
the earlier ones are at fault. The above list of stations seems
to confirm my suspicion that there was once a station between
Gilderoy and Powelltown. When this "station", named Ballast
Siding was closed I do not know,probably arround 1916, I suspect.
Despite the fact that there was no signalling system the
articles state that there was always more than one engine in steam
at a time. The ruling grade of 1 in 30 and sharpest curve of
2-1/2
chains radius occurred very frequently.

The speed limit was 20 miles an hour, but only 3 miles per
hour through the town of Yarra Junction.

Further notes on the locos;
Three locos were in use at this time,"Little Yarra",
"Powellite",and 1st No.3. Gresham's steam brake was fittcd
to tho locos, According to the article Little Yarra was No.l,
Powellite No.2, and the Kerr Stuart No.3; but it is not stated
whether this numbering system was official or the writers own
invention.
Further notes and dimensions of Little Yarra:The boiler had 86 tubes 1-3/4"
in diameter.
The wood capacity of the tender was2-1/2tons,

It was fitted with a Michigan lubricator,a gauge glass and
two test cocks.
The total weight was 28 tons, NOT 20 tons as I stated in
my previous article concerning this engine.
According to the 1915 article it was painted black,unlined
but the 1916 article gives its color scheme as red with white
lining.
Further notes and dimensions of Powellite,
The wheelbase was 9',equally divided.
Boiler centre from rail
6'
Boiler diam,
,.,......3'
Width
,
6'6"
Height
,
,...10'
Tender;- Wood capacity
.
.
3 t o n s
wheel diam. ,
2'
wheelbase.........6'equally
divided
Total wheelbase engine and tender
22'6"
Length overall
"
"
" ............31'6"
The centre driving wheels and centre wheels of tender
were unflanged. This loco was fitted with a Detroit triple
sight feed lubricator,hand sanding gear,two Gresham and Craven
injectors. Stephenson link motion was used. One water glass
and two test cocks were fitted. The heating surface was made up
of firebox - 48 sq.ft. and tubes 384 sq.ft. It was painted
green with white bands and lining.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Additional notes on lst.No.3, Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST
Rigid wheelbase .............4'
The boiler was "about as big as a coffee urn,"
Quoting from the article in the Locomotive: "The names
applied to this machine are varied and numerous,among them may
be mentioned the 'Dreadnought', 'Squirt',and 'Midget', The others
are mostly unprintable."
Additional nates on the rolling stock: The height of the passenger
; coaches was 10', and they were constructed
of Mountain Ash, The 5 ton wagons were used to convey passengers
on holidays,and were fitted with hardwood seats and canvas
coverings for those occasions.
The train service at this time consisted of two mixed
trains daily each way,,with two extra each way on Monday,and
one extra each way on Saturdays.
-x-x-x-xExtracts from the article in the Railway Magazine,
"The section from Powelltown to Splitters Camp is used
solely for the carriage of logs. It abounds in sharp curves,stiff
banks,and in 4 miles ascends nearly 1,000 ft."
"Starting frm Yarra Junction,the line climbs the valley
of the Little Yaara to Powelltown,where the company owns a
large saw mill. Indeed,there are saw mills near every station
while numerous clearings are cultivated by settlers. The line
passes through virgin forest nearly all the way; and naturally
the scenery is magnificent. One has no conception of the wild
grandeur of the Australian bush till one has seen it. The track
is fenced off only here and there, and no provision,in the shape
of
gates or cattle grids,is made to prevent animals
straying on to the line where it crosses the tracks that do duty
for roads. The ruling grade is 1 in 30 and occurs frequently,
and the sharpest curve is2-1/2chains,"
"The line pays very well,as besides sawmilling,considerable
quantities of agricultural produce are carried, Initial cost was
low,as there are no extensive earthworks;there was nothing to
pay for land,sleepers or ballast,and second hand rails were
used. Repairs are few,as the rolling stock is all very light."
oooOOOooo
BOOK REVIEW:
The County Donegal Railways, by Edward M. Patterson, Available
from David & Charles Ltd.,39 Strand,Dawlish,Devon,England,
Price 31/- Sterling incl. postage.

This book deals with the history of the County Donegal
Railways Joint Committee and its constituents. This railway
was the largest 3' gauge line in Ireland,having a route mileage
of 124 miles, five terminuses,and three junction stations.
The author gives the early history of the constituents, and
deals,in a most interesting way,with the problems the line
met with in combatting the problems of Partition in Ireland
followed by intensive road competition. To combat these
problems a large fleet of most interesting railcars was
built up these running the normal passenger services.
In later years the Committee possessed seven locos, 4-6-4 tanks,
and 2-6-4 tanks,both very handsome,especially in their smart
crimson livery. Those worked the goods trains and excursion
trains.Despite the Committees attempts at cutting costs,due
to the declining population of County Donegal traffic declined
to such an extent that the system finally closed down on the
1st of Januaary 1960. Right to the end the C,D.R.J.C,was noted
for its punctuality and friendly service. This book is one of
the best narrow gauge histories so far published and can be
recommended to all interested in overseas narrow gauge.
: X: X; X; & & X:
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NOTES ON THE PENSHURST - DUNKELD LINE (VICTORIAN RAILWAYS]
By D.Jowett.

The embankments,cuttings,bridge piles,and two unknown
station sites still remain quite intact. Platforms,minus
facings,at the two stations still remain,also the goods
platform at one of them. The line was 15.87 miles long,
and was opened, on 22-8-90,the same day as the PenshurstHamilton line. The service was a day return,connecting
at Penshurst with the pass, ex Warrnambool,and with the
Melbourne train at Dunkeld,and vice versa. In its last
months the service was down to three days a week,until
finally being closed on 24-3-91. The official dismantling
date was 19-2-98. Only H class 4-4-0 locos were known to
work the line,and
turntables were located at
Pehshurst and Dunkeld.. The cost of construction was
L250,000.
oooOOOooo—-
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(Adapted, from an article titled "Timber Tramways" by Garnet
Johnson,which appeared in the "Melbourne Walker"1948;,pp,69-71,
The 0-4-0 Well Tank had outside cylinders of 8-1/2" x 12''
and driving wheels of 20-1/2" diam,and was built by Orrenstein
& Koppel (Germany). The 0-4-0 side tank had outside cylinders
8-1/4" x 12",and was built by Krauss (Germany) , The Day Engineering
Co. altered the framing,and Messrs.George and George of South
Melbourne supplied the boiler. A geared engine somewhat similar
to a Climax resulted. Dimensions as follows:
Wheel arrangement:
0-4-4-0
Steam pressure:
120 lbs.
Total weight:
18-1/2
tons approx.
Cylinders:
Two, 10" x 12" With outside steam chests
they were mounted horizontally outside
below the frame,working a jack-shaft
arranged transversely,which by means of
bevel gearing drove cardan shafts geared
to the inner axle on each of the four wheel
bogies,the wheels being coupled in pairs
with side rods. The "dee" slide valves
were operated by outside Stephenson
valve gear worked off the jack shaft.
Conventional side tanks,cab and bunker
were fitted, together with with a diamond
stack. About 1938 this loco was transferred
to Ezards other mill,at Erica.
THE FEDERAL TIMBER COMPANY'S TRAM%AYS:Thc old mill of the Federal Timber Company was situated
at the head of Starvation Creek, and had a wooden 4 foot gauge
tramway running down the valley to Richards tramway, where the
timber was transhipped onto the 3 foot gauge and hauled by
Mr.Ezards geared loco. Motive power on tho 4foot gauge is unknown.
The Federal Co. erected a new mill on the Little Ada River
and used the formation of the old Starlings Gap Tramway as far
as tho "Gap",extending it to the New Federal Mill,11-1/2miles
from "The Points'. Track was wooden,reinforced with steel rails
on the curves,some of which were ex-Melbourne cable-tramway
rails. This line was worked by three six wheeled coupled tractors,
one by McCormick Deering^ and two by International.;these
working through to La-La Siding. The timber bogies were fitted
with primitive continues brakes worked by ropes,and the tractors
were placed behind the bogies on the long winding descent
from the "Gap."
Leaving "The Points", the Federal Tramway followed Big Pat's
Creek to tho crossing of Smythe's Creek,where it commenced tho
long climb of7-1/2miles up the Mortimer's Creek valley to the
summit of Starling's Gap at 2,250 feet. From there it contours
the slopes of the Ada River valley for about five miles,
when it turns northwards up the Little Ada valley for a mile
to the New Federal Mill. Two crossings were made with the
Powelltown Tramway,on the Ada No.1 mill and the New Ada mill
lines. In both cases the Federal line is on hinged rails. A
4 feet gauge steel haulage,built in 1939,descends from towards
the end of the ridge. Another 3 feet line went back along the
ridge towards the Ada River for about a mile, this being worked
with a tractor.
With the closing down of the old mill in 1934,the old
settlement of Starvation Creek ceased to exist. The name
"Starvation Creek" was transferred to tho settlement wich grew
up/..
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up at the New Federal Mill,although three miles south and on a
different waterway.This settlement was at an elevation of 2,000
feet, and possessed its own Post Office.
-x-x-x-x-x-y-x-*x-xLIGHT

RAILWAY

ROLLING

STOCK

DRAWING

NBDBD Brake/2nd. coach of V.R. 2'6" gauge, (Later NBC class).

The chassis is the same as that used en the NQR open waggon
(see Summer Q.R,).
Details:
Built: 1898-1910
Numbers: 1-7.
Length: 25'2" over body,
Width: 6'3"
Capacity: 4 tons, 7 passengers. (Longitudinal seating),
There were five windows on one side,including two frosted windows
in the gent's lavatory. On the the other side there were

four windows.
On some of the cars the footboards extended the full length

of the vehicle.
ocoOOGuoo
Remember to send in articles,notes,drawings,diagrams etc.
suitable for publication.
If anybody has any details of the stations on the DunkeldPenshurst line please send them to the Editor.
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The next meeting will be held on Saturday,20th.April; at
20 Essex Road, Surrey Hills; beginning at 2.30 p.m.
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Vol.IV.

Front Cover Photo:- A V.R "W" class 4-6-0
Baldwin loco at Boort, with a mixed train.
This photo would probably have been taken
around the turn of the century. This is a
Victorian Railways Photo, reference number
H.1114. Unfortunately it has lost much int¬
eresting detail in the reproduction.
THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY
Dedicated to the study of the light railways
which once served Tasmania and Victoria.
Anual Subscription, dating from December 1st.
1962 is 5/-.
Management Council
President: F.Stamford,
9 Mc.Gregor St., Canterbury,E.7.
Phone: 83-5873.
Secretary: G. Gardner,
232 Mont Albert Rd. Surrey Hills, E.10.
Phone: 83-3417.
Treasurer: R.Murray,
20 Essex Rd., Surrey Hills,E.10.
Phone: 83-7971.
Next Meeting
Saturday,August 10th. at 8.00 p.m.
Address: 9 Mc.Gregor Street,Canterbury,E.7
ooo
For reproduction, please contact the Society

NEWS, NOTES & COMMENTS.
Result of Questionaire,and decisions made at
Subsequent Council Meeting:Regarding the Annual Subscription, no¬
body felt that it should remain at 5/-, while about
4 people favored 7/6,and 7 favored 10/—. A firm
decision on the Subscription has not yet been made
but a announcement will be made in the Sprlng issue. Nobody wanted the old format retained so the
change has now been made.
Very careful consideration was given
to the matter of Magazine Content,and it was decided
that articles on Interstate light lines,overseas
light lines and model matters should be limited to
articles oi exceptional interest or matters in
some way connected with Victoria's light lines.
Articles on Victorian Railways light lines will be
welcomed„ especially if they deal with lines now
closed.
I t was of little surprise that every¬
one who returned a form wanted Tasmanian light
Iines to be included in the Iines studied by the
V.L.R.R.S. Articles on any of these interesting
lines will be especially welcomed by the Editor.
The majority of members favored meet¬
ings being held at 8 p.m.
It was also decided that membership
of the Victorian Light Railway Research Society
should be open to all. This was partly because
we already have a number of subscribers to the
magazine who pay exactly the same subscription
as members,
but do
not have the same privileges. Another reason for
this change in policy,and a very important
one,
was the point raised by Peter Barry, concerning
small but often significant snippets of information which non—acive members can occasionally give.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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NEWS, NOTES & COMMENTS, Continued.
Mount Lyell Mining & Railway Company;
The 3'6" gauge line from Strahan to Queenstown,Tasmania,operated by this Company is to close on
June 30th. This line is especially interesting,as it
is one of the two Abt rack lines which have operated
in Australia. ( The other one being the Mount Morgan
lins of the Queensland Railways,which was closed in
1954. The 2' gauge system operated by the M.L.M.& R.C
around the Company's equipment at Mount Lyell will
continue to be used.
The Australian Cement Company, Fyansford,:
Recently Geoff Gardner and Robin Fellows
visited this line to obtain further information for
the Society's booklet. They found Beyer Garratt No.l
and Australian Standard Garratt No.3 both under
heavy repair, while No.4 Vulcan was having its boil¬
er washed out. The other Vulcan was in the quarry,
shunting. Also running were Beyer Garratt No.2,Diesel
No.DS.l, and Hudswell Clarke No.6. Perry No.11 was
in steam but not working. Perry No.10 is outside the
new engine shed,and in fair condition. The other three
Hudswell Clarkes, Nos.7,8,and 9,are lying on an
overgrown unused siding, and are in a very poor state
of repair.
Amnendments to the Membership list in issue No.1l.
Delete J.Buckland,P.Charrett,E. W.Russell,
We welcome the following new members:
C.Einsiedal,256 Rossiter Rd.,Koo-wee-rup.
R.J.Graf,,18 Harrison Street,Ringwood.
M.Guiney,10 Gellibrand St.,Kew,E.4.
G.Johnstan,69 Yarrbat Av.,Balwyn,E,8.
J.Wells, 4 Moralla Rd.,Kooyong,S.E.4.
W.Wilson,
6 Dromana St,. Glenroy.
Wanted,
articles,notes,drawings,photos,
ete., suitable
for publication. Send them to the Editor
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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RAILWAYS OF THE STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION
Notes supplied by

D.Barry
Yallourn & Morwell:
Gauge: 90 cm. - 2'11-7/16"
Mileage (approx): Yallourn open cut .. 46 miles.
Morwell open cut
.. 13 mii^s
Interconnecting railway.Morwell-Yallourn . 4 miles
Total:
63 miTes

Rails: 94 lb. per yard.,flat bottom.
The system, is electrified at 1,100 volts D.C.,
overhead trolley wire with rail return.
Rolling stock;
Locomotives; 13 Bo-bo type ;weighing 60 tons each.
24 Bo-boc type weighing 46 tons each,
Wagons; Coal - Saddle back,side discharge,80 each of 20 ton capacity.
90 each of 33 ton capacity.
Overburden - Side tipping, discharge:
87 each of 20 cubic yard capacity.
75 each of 32 cubic yard capacity.
All these are bogie vehicles.
Other rolling stock includes 3 Diesel shunting locos.
Trains consist of up to 13 vehicles,and are worked
on the"push-pull"principal, the loco does not run
around the train at terminii. Many of the 16 ton locos
are coupled permenantly in pairs so that they can be
run by one man. They are not fitted with Multiple unit
control.
In 1 year Yallourn system carries approximately 3,000,000
cubic yards of overburden,and ll,000,000 tons of coal.
In one year the Morwell system carries approximately
1,000,000 cubic yards of overburden only.
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--- 6 --Loading tracks under dredgers are moved as required
by track-shifters. These machines are pushed along
the track by means of a locomotive, and in passing
over the tracks move them sideways up to 3 feet at
a time.
Rubicon Haulage:
This is a 2' gauge single line from Rubicon
powere station to Rubicon Forebay at pipehead.
Top Rail level: 2,700 foot.
Haulage height: l,455 foot.
Haulage length: 4,280 feet.
Average grade: 1 in 3.
Maximum grade: 1 in 2.
Haulage details: The winch is operated by a 150 H.P.
motor, the maximum strain on the rope is 30 tons.
The rope is one inch in diameter, and 5,300 feet
Rubicon
long.
TheRacelines
winding drum is 7 foot in diameter.
The haulage line at the pipehcad connects with
this tramway, which follows the racelines.
2' gauge, along raceline, Rubicon Forebay to Rubicon
Dam.
Length: 28,500 feet.
Switching points at Rubicon Forebay and Royston
Power Station.
Two battery-powered electric locos are used.
These units are in the nature of railcars, No.1
seats 12 people and has two five horse power
motors. One of these is used for running forward
the other for reverse running. The loco runs on
32 six volt batteries, and there are charging
facilities at Rubicon Forebay and Royston power
Station.
No.2 is an open scooter type vehicle and has one
motor of2-1/2h.p. It runs on 8 twelve volt batteries,
and seats four.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Timber frame trestle bridges carry tram lines
over gullies at Rubicon Forebay,Royston,and Beech
and Lubra Creeks.
The S.E.C. also operates electric street railways
at Ballarat and Bendigo, and also operated the
Geelong systen which closed in 1956.
Prior to the 90 cm. gauge electric lines being
installed at Yallourn, there was a 3'6" gauge
system operated by steam locos. There was also
some 5'3" gauge operated by an ex V.R. DDE class
loco.
MELBOURNE & METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS,
Construction Railways.
Yan Yean Tramroad; Used between 1853 and 1857
to convey pipes for the construction of the
pipe track between Yan Yean and Melbourne.
Rails and sleepers were of timber and the track
gauge was 5'3". The liine followed the route of
the present pipeline, anl pipe trolleys were
operated by horses.
Main outfall Sewer.: Constructed by contract
during 1892
to 1894. A narrow gauge line
was used to facilitate the construction of the
sewer. No deatails of the locos used are known.
Silvan Dam: Constructed between 1927 and 1932.
Gauge was 3'6", and six Perry locos were used.
One line ran to a rock quarry about two miles
south of the dam, and other lines ran to borrow
pits near the dam.
Mount Little Joe and Upper Yarra Diversion Tunnel
Track gauge was 2' and Ruston Hornsby diesel
mine locos,class DL20 with 16-20 horspower
Ruston Mk.2VSHL, two cylinder diesel engines
were used. All these locos have been sold.
Maroondah & O'Shannassy Dams; 2' gauge tramways
were
used.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

--- 8 --"Little Yarra" and "Powellite's" Life on Nauru.
These two ex Powelltown Tramway locos were purchased
by the British Phosphate Commission in 1945 for ser¬
vice in Nauru. One of them ( probably "Little
Yarra") saw vey little service as it did not prove
particularly suitable, the other went out of service
in 1957, when Clyde Diesel Locomotives took over
the job. It is not known whether the locos have been.
scrapped.
Some further dimensions of these locos have been
obtained:
Powellite: The boiler had 92 tubes each1-3/4"diam.
by 8' long. Firebox grate area was 54" x 24".
Total width 6'8".
Little Yarra: Firebox grate area 48" x 24".
The boiler had 100 tubes each 1-1/2"
diam.
by 6' 6" long. The tender wheels were of 22" diam.
Total length of loco and tender was 35' 6", and
was 7' 3''.
Also in use at Nauru until recently were two
Orrenstein & Koppel locos of 165 horsepower,
and three of somewhat lesser horsepower.
At Christmas Island a Shay geared loco was in use
but was scrapped some years ago when the Commission
altered Park
the plant
the railway By
dismantled.
Kilmany
Steam and
Tramway
D. Jowett.
Opened on 16th. March 1910,this 5'3" line
joined the main line at 118m.10ch.,(up end of
Kilmany). It was 2 miles 20 chains long. An 8 ch.
loop siding was provided at the terminus,with a
13-1/2 chain spur to sawmills. All classes of locos
were allowed on this line but the maximum speed
permitted was 10 m.p.h.
Wanted: Articles,notes,etc.,suitable for pub¬
lication. Send then to the Editor.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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HALL'S GAP TRAMWAY

By.D.Jowett.

AtHall's Gap a sign roads "Old Tramline Foot track
to Venus' Bath," The only details I could get were
from an old storekeeper there, who said the line ran
up Stony Creek years ago. There is no trace of
it and I would think it to be worked by horses.
SALT

TRAMWAYS.

From

D.Barry.

Cheetham Salt Limited have 2' gauge lines at both
their Laverton and Geelong works. About six miles of
tramway are in use at Geelong and five at Laverton,
the lines being mainly used for the transport of crude
salt from the crystallising pans to the treatment
factory. This is done in rakes of usually about ten
3 ton wagons,the line being level with few curves.
Locomotives are three cylinder Ruston diesel locos
and one Dorman Simplex which was purchased at
Jindivick on completion of the water channel there
several years ago. Also used are five light locos
made in Cheetham's workshops and powered by Ford
Prefect engines. These are used for light haulage
of men and materials and for haulage on portable
lines laid for special purposes.
The permanent lines are laid with 30lb. to the
yard, rail whilst 14 lb. rail is used on the portable
lines/.

W A NT E D
OONTRIBUTIONS FOR THIS MAGAZINE,
ARTICLES.NOTES,DRAWINGS,PHOTOS,ETC.
Dealing with. Victorian and Tasmanian light lines
Send them to the Editor, 9 Mc.Gregor Street,
CANTERBURY. E,7.
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—11.-The Last Passenger Train on the Mount Lyell Rly..

The last passenger train or this line left
Queenstown at about 10 a.m. on the 29th.of June
carrying employees and former employees of the
Company. The train was decorated for the occas¬
ion, and the Queenstown Silver Lead played the
Maori's Farewell as it departed. At Strahan the
town band welcomed the train with Waltzing Mat¬
ilda, while ships in port blew their sirens.
As it left for the return journey the interstate freighter Coonya flew signal flags wishthe train a good voyage.
Meanwhile the first consignment of freight to
be carried by road left Strahan on Thursday
the 27th. June. However due to a holdup the
line will continue carrying freight for about
another three weeks when it will be closed
completely.
The 2' gauge lines used around Mount Lyell
will remain in operation however.
The Company found the experse of maintain¬
ing the line, with its many bridges and oper¬
ational difficulties, a burden; as it could
use the road supplied by the Government at
no cost to itself. With the very heavy traf¬
fic passing over the road maintenance costs
will rise; sc that the closure of the line
will be to the detriment of Tasmania as a
whole. Unfortunately proposals that the
Government shculd subsidise the maintenance
or operational costs of the line were not
carried into fact. This is partly due to the
fact that many Tasmanian politicians are
road minded and feel all the railways should
be closed. Fortunately their wish has not
been fulfilled - so far.
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Above: "Little Yarra" at Powelltowna,1933.
Below: Trestle bridge a few miles beyond Powelltown.
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Front Cover Photo:- The last passenger train
on the Mount Lyell Railway about to depart
from Queenstown for Regatta Point (Strahan),
30th.June 1963. The engine had been specially
decorated for this sad occasion; the shield
on the front of the loco, reads "Labor Omnia
Vincit - We Find
A w a y or Make It," and is
a replica of the plaque carried by the same
engine on the first official train in 1896.
Dismantling of sections of the line has
begun, and the locos. are in store and are
almost certain to be scrapped,
Photo Courtesy of "The Advocate" Burnie,Tas.,
Reference Number 42311.
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Dedicated to the study of the light railways
which once served Tasmania and Victoria.
Annual Subscription, dating from December 1st
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President:FrankStamford,9Mc.Gregor St.,
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Surrey Hills; Phone;- 83-3417.
Treasurer: R. Murray, 20 Essex Rd.,
Surrey Hills; Phone;-83-7971,
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Victorian Railways: The Puffing Billy preservation
Society intends to open a narrow gauge museun at
Menzies Creek. Sidings will be laid behind where the
station building used to be, and it is hoped that
the scissors crossover from Beech Forrest will be
incorporated. Initial exhibits will be G.42, and
the Climax loco from Erica. Apparently the S.E.C is
to restore the Climax and move it to its new site,
The necessary Act of parliaments
to allow dismantling of the Beech Forest/Weeaproinah
line is at present in the process of being passed.
All attempts at saving the line have failed.
Society Notes: Members should note that the Subscription
for next year is 10/-.
If a cross appears in the square opposite
your subscription will be due on the 1st,,
December.Amount due will be 10/-.
If two crosses appear in the square your
subscription ran cut,with the last issue,
and you should send 1/3 to cover the cost
of this issue, plus 10/- for next year;
total amount due will be 11/3.
Lower Subscription rates are available if
you can arrange to pick up your Q.R. at meetings,thus
saving postage costs.
NEXT MEETING:Will be held at 232 Mont Albert Road,
at 8 p.m, on 14th. December.
WANTED:Articles, notes, etc., suitable for publication
Send them to the editor.
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THE PROPOSED TOLMIE DISTRICT RAILWAY
This article is compiled from a report of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways
which was made in 1928.
Previous Reports:
l.In 1901 the Committee recomended the exten¬
sion of the narrow-gauge Whitfield line to
Mahaikah,a distance of 19 miles,at an estimated
cost of L65,520, exclusive of land. A Bill
authorizing constuction was rejected by the
Legislative Council.
3. In 1905 this proposal was again considered
but was rejected because it was felt the local
settlers would find difficulty in paying the
special railway tax.
3. In 1906 the Committee considered the const¬
ruction of a railway up the valley of the
Boggy Creek towards Mahaikah. However.it was
felt that as this line would run parallel to
the Whitfield line for most of its length it
would not attract adequate traffic.
4. In 1908 the Committee investigated the
possibility of extending the Whitfield line
to Mahaikah. This line would serve the
parishes of Toombullup, Cambatong, Dueran,
Dueran East,Whitfield,Whitfield South, and
Toombullup North. The annual loss on such
a line was estimated to be L2,500; and only
a Government sponsored Closer Settlement
Scheme could reduce this loss.
5.In 1914 another investigation had been
made. In 1912-l3 a permanent survey had been
made for a 2'6"line from Whitfield to Mahaikah,
viaGlenmore,and McDonald's Gap. The line
was to be 20 miles long, with curves of 2
chains radius and 1 in 30 grades. The
Committee did not recomend construction due
to the unpromising financial outlook.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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6.1n 1923 the Committee again reported on the pro¬
posals for a line from Mansfield,Tatong,
Whitfield,
but rejected them.
HISTORY OF THE TOLMIE DISTRICT.
7. In 1886 blocks on the Tolmie Tableland were thrown
open for selection. and were eagerly applied for.
The belief was held locally that a railway was to be
built to the area.
8. The settlers struggled on, but owing to the long
distance to the railway stations (Wangaratta 40 miles,
Benalla 38 miles,and Mansfield 16 miles) and the
rough roads, most of the settlers lost heart, and
abandoned their holdings. By 1928 there had been
practically no resumption of the blocks, despite
the extension of the railways to Tatong, and Whitfield,
and the improvements in local roads. Without a rail¬
way grazing was compulsory,as there was no satiisfactory method of transporting produce to market.
DESCRIPTION OF COUNTRY.
9. The Tolmie Tableland is situated in the Wombat
Ranges, between 2,000 and 3,000 feet above sea level.
Mahaikah is a township site about 2 miles east of
Tolmie on the road to Whitfield. There is a good
road from Tolmie to Mansfield, and a steeper,rougher
road to Whitfield. There is a new road from Tatong,
to Mahaikah.
10. Owing to the elevation of Tolmie, the climate
is rather cold in winter for livestock, but with
provision of cattle rugs and comfortable housing
this should be no great detriment. The serious
handicap is the abscence of good and cheap transport.
11.The soil is of a volcanic nature, while further
north sandy, clayey and limestone soils are met
with. Between the various streams some of the broad¬
er timbered ridges have been cleared and cultivated.
In the lighter land of sandstone formation, good
crops of cereals have been obtained. The district
at one time supported a population of about 700,
but today, within a radius of 10 miles of Tolmie
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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township there would not be more than 300 people.
The average annual rainfall is 42", and in win¬
ter there is frequently snow.
PRODUCTION & CLOSER SETTLEMENT PROSPECTS.
l2. On the exceptionally fertile land around the
Tolmie district average potato yield being about
6-10 tons to the acre, while oats yield 40-60
bushells to the acre. The district is suitable
for potatoes,other root crops, rye,barley,oats
tobacco,hops,and maize.
13. In the Tolmie district there have been 145
forfeitures and reforfeitures of allotments.
14. In 1922 two officers of the Closer Settle¬
ment Board reported that 1,390 acres of Crown
Lands in the Tolmie area were suitable for cul¬
tivation. They considered 23 men could be settld,
on this area. Most of the good land in the
area was held by absentee owners. They reported
" the main reason so many failed in this district
was the difficulty in carting their produce
over bad reads to the rail head....As there
appears to be little chance of a railway being
constructed into this district for some con¬
siderable time, a motor or steam tractor
service should be installed to run between
Mansfield and Tolmie township. If the freights
charged were kept as low as possible it would
bo a great factor in the successful settle¬
ment of this district."
15. Land in the Parishes of Whitfield,Whit¬
field South,and Toombullup North is steep
stoney country,quite unsuitable for settlement.
16. In the abscence of closer railway fac¬
ilities it is unlikely that a Closer Settle¬
ment scheme will be undertaken in the im¬
mediate future.
TIMBER & FOREST AREAS.
17. There are extensive forests in the
Tolmie district. In the Toombullup Parish
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Mr.McCashney's sawmill (employing approx. 30 men),
is working near the head of Equinox Creek, the
timber being conveyed by a private tramline 17 miles
long to Tatong railway station. Near the present
site there were only another 12 or 18 months cutting
but another belt of timber of which he had knowledge
would last him for about another 12 years.
18. Reports were made by the Forests Commission
in 1911, when it was estimated about 111,500,000
super feet would be obtained from 13,000 acres.
19. In 1924 it was estimated a total of 60,000,000
super feet could be obtained in the whole district.
20.The quality of the forests in the WhitfieldTolmie area is only third rate, when compared with
the best forests in Victoria.
VARIOUS CONNEXIONS SUGGESTED.
21. In the Tatong and Benalla areas a route from
Tatong to Tolmie was favored, either direct via
Holland' Creek, or first running north to
Mollyullah and then along the Fifteen Mile Creek
valley to Mahaikah and Tolmie. At Tolmie,Myrrhee,
Moyhu, and Wangaratta the course generally favored
was the conversion of the Whitfield line to 5'3"
gauge, at least as far as Moyhu, and taking off
near Moyhu and following the valleys of the
Boggy Creek and Fifteen Mile creek to Mahaikah and
Tolmie.
22. The route from Tolmie to Whitfield did not
receive general support; nor did the route from
Tolmie to Mansfield, it being considered that
markets for most of the district's produce would
be in towns north of Wangarratta and in the Riverina.
23. A number of people in the Tatong area favored
a line connecting Mansfield with Lima, but this was
really outside the scope of the present report.
LENGTH AND COST OF PROPOSED ROUTES.
24. The following estimates of cost were submitted
by Mr C.H.Perrin,Chief Engineer for Railway Const¬
ruction;
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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25. The original 60 lb. iron rails would be retained
on the straight sections of the Whitfield line after
broad-gauging, but steel rails would be used on the
curves, which would allow DD class locos to run upto
20 miles an hour. No estimate was obtained for the
route from Tatong via Mollyulla and the Fifteen Mile
creek valley to Mahaikah because of the devious and
costly nature of the route.
ROADS.
26. During recent years there has been a gradual and
steady improvement. The 16 miles from Mansfield to
Tolmie is now metalled and in excellent order. A new
metalled road from Tatong to Tolmie is being cons¬
tructed. From Tolmie to Whitfield (25 miles) the road,
of which only 4 miles has been metalled and six miles
formed is steep and in places rough.
VIEWS OF THE COMMITTEE.
27.The Committee is of the oppinion that to build
the line from Whitfield or Moyhu is undesirable,as
this entails the added cost of broad gauging part of
the Whitfield line. Alternatively the Tolmie line
could be made narrow gauge, but the disastrous exper¬
ience of the State with its four narrow gauge lines
in the past ten years does not lend encouragement to
that proposal.
28. Loss on narrow gauge lines.
Colac -Crowes,loss for ten years ending 30-6-27,
L108816
Ferntree-Gully - Gembrook," " " " "
L112681
Moe Walhalla,
" "" " "
L66091
Wangarratta - Whitfield, " " " " "
L34645
29. Geographically the Tolmie district is
tributary to the Mansfield Railway Station, but the
greatest demand for Tolmie produce is expected in the
north.
30. A line via Tatong to Benalla appears,on the map,
an apparently suitable route. However the cost for
t h e 20 miles to Tatong is so great that it would
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bo cheaper by L83,400 to build42-1/2milesof
railway via Mollyullah to Benalla,thus paralelling to a considerable extent the Tatong
line. This would not be a desirable route.
There is not sufficient gathering ground for
traffic for a line from Tolmie to Benalla via
Mollyullah, while a very circuitous course
involving heavy expenditure and interest
charges without adequate revenue,would be
followed by commencing the Mollyullah devi¬
ation at the Tatong terminus,aswasproposed
by several witnesses. The Tatong line was
constructed for a capital cost of only
L50,940, or L2,830 per mile, and despite the
low interest on this account, and that the
line has extensive timber freight brought to
it by a privately owned tramway, 17 miles in
length, from the Toombullup sawmills, the
losses during recent years have been as under.
Loss for year ended 30-6-1923
Ll,626.
"
"
"
"
30-6-1924
L1,793.
"

"

"

"

30-6-1925

L2,392.

"
"
"
" 30-6-1926
L2,896.
" "
"
" 30-6-1927
L3,317.
31. In the face of these figures,a steadily
growing deficit on a line constructed so
cheaply, it will be appreciated that with an
extension at a cost per mile of L20,325 the
prospects of such a line ever becoming pay¬
able are so remote that they at once may be
dismissed from consideration.
32. The Committee cannot reccomend the pro¬
vision of a railway to the Tolmie area, in the
light of the exceedingly high consruction cost
and the limited cultivable area of the better
class land.
RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMMITTEE
3. The Committee does not consider it ex¬
pedient to construct a broad or narrow gauge
line to the Tolmie area, but suggests the roads
serving the district be improved.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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THE PORT MELBOURNE GASWORKS

TRAMWAY

By R.Murray.
On 7th. September 1962 Robin Fellows and I
examined the remains of
a short 2'6"
gauge tramway running between an old jetty
near Town Pier at Port Melbourne and a gasworks
half a mile away. Two parallel lines laid in
concrete,ran the length of the tramway, there
centres being 7'4" apart.
Although some of the trackage has either been
removed or covered with bitumen, there can be
no doubt about the route the tramway took north
of Beach Road.
Since 1958 the section along Beach Road between
Dow Street and the point where the line turned
left onto a demolished jetty, a few hundred
feet west, has been pulled up and the rightof-way on the south side of the road has been
levelled off with gravel, leaving no trace of
the site of the turn-off onto the jetty.
The line runs north along Dow Street on the
West side of that thoroughfare, easterly along
Rouse Street, northerly along Esplanade East
to Graham Street and easterly along the latter
for a few hundred feet before disappearing into
the gasworks.
There is also a length of line in Esplanade
West on the south side of the street between
Beach Street and Rouse Street. It cannot be
ascertained whether this was the original line
or a branch, or what it did on leaving the
south end of Esplanade West. It may havo been
the original line to the demolished jetty via
a different route but seems more likely to
have gone straight onto the jetty on the other
side of the road.
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The four remaining sections of the tramway,
which in some cases seem to be all that is
holding the street together, show no evidence
of any points and it seems quite possible
that they were operated as two single lines.
(this was also noted in 1958 when the section
in Beach Street was in existence.) The most
likely explanation for there munificence may
be that each line was entirley independant
of the other and the trams on each line did
not shunt at termini.
Motive power on the tramway was horses,as
the Port Melbourne Council would not allow
steam locos to run in their streets.
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Speed Limit 20,-The Story of the Narrow Gauge Branch
Lines of the Victorian Railways. By E. A.Downs.
Published by The Australian Railway Historical Society,
Vic.Div. Price:-L2., from all good bookshops.
This 130 page deals very clearly and explicitly
with the 2'6" gauge lines of the V.R. including the
Port Welshpool horse tramway, and lines proposed but
not built as narrow gauge branches, photos of most
items of rolling stock are included, together with
many photos of trains on the various lines themselves.
Many of these photos have not been previously pub¬
lished. Also included are locality maps of the lines,
and track diagrams of the stations. The book is
printed on art-paper throughout. The only
ommission seems to be drawings of the locos and
rolling stock, This is probably one of the best
Australian railway books so far published.
Railroading in Tasmania, 1930-1962, by T.C. Cooley,
published by the Tasmanian Govt. Price 30/- from all
good booksellers.
There is a large photo section in the back of this
book, in which is reproduced about 200 excellent
photos, many of which are very old. This book is well
worth the price just for these photos. Unfortunately
the 157 pages of text cannot be recommended. The text
is full of in-accuracies, as well as type setting errors.
The text is also very badly balanced, a large pro¬
portion of the book being taken up with details of
accidents. There are two reliable chapters by
Professor W.A. Townley, these deal with the Launcestcn
and Western Railway Co., and the Tasmanian Main Line
Railway Company. It does not seem to do justice to
these two articles that they should be published in
a book of this nature, Even the map at the beginning
of the book is incomplete.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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Due to a lack of articles and a lack of
time-I regret that it has not been possible
to publish a seperate Summer issue. However
subscriptions will be extended by three
months, so that members will still get four
issues for their subscription. Meanwhile
articles and notes suitable for publication
will be gratefully received
Editor.
At a recent meeting the Council accepted with
regret the resignation of our Treasurer Ross
Murray. His contribution to the Society, both
as Treasurer and Council member has been
considerable, and we are sorry that pressure
of other commitments has caused him to make
this decision.
THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY
Dedicated to the study of the Light Railways
which once served Tasmania and Victoria.
Annual Subscription dating from December 1st.
1963 to March lst.1965 is 10/-.
Council
President:F.Stamford,9 Mc.Gregor Street,
Canterbury,Phone- 83.5873.
Secretary:R.Fellows, C/o. Ormond College,
Parkeville.
Treasurer/Vice president: G.Gardner,
232 Essex Rd.,Surrey Hills, Phone83-3417.
Editor:-F.Stamford, Librarian:-G.Gardner.
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Mount Lyell Mining & Railway Co.,- One of the 3'6"
gauge Abt rack locos is to be preserved by the A.R.H.S.,
in Victoria. The loco will probably be brought from
Tasmania some time in May.
The M.L.M.R. coach obtained by the P.B.P.S.
has been delivered to Belgrave, and is having its
interior done up befor going into service. The coach
is painted maroon below the waist, and cream above, and
has been classed and numbered N.B.L. 1. The P.B.P.S.
intends to obtain the remaining M.L.M.&.R. coaches,
which total about four.
Gembrook line;- Geoff Gardner advises that the goods
shed at Gembrook is still in existence, and is being
used to store hay. Cockatoo station yard is being
used as a gravel dump.

THE STAWELL

-

GRAMPIANS

TRAMWAY

D. Jowett

According to the V.R. this line was opened on
26-6-1905, but from what I can make out it was taken
over by them on that date. In 1887 there was a siding
between Stawell and Deep Lead known as the Grampians
Siding and this was probably the early connection to
the tramway. One of the timber bridges has dates cut
in the timbers, - 6/99, and 8/00. A fifteen mile long
line with few engineering works should not take five
or six years to build.
At the terminus the quarry is still worked by
Standard Quarries Ltd., and they are situated, in the
old yard, where the only remaining track is situated,
in the form of a set of points.

Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

- - — 4 - - -

The P.M.G. purchased the right to dismantle the
line, and used the rails as telegraph poles.
In the last mile or so before the terminus
there is a stretch of 1 in 30 with two concrete
and steel bridges. Only the concrete piers and
abutments remain, the spans being about 20' each.
These bridges were apparently built long after
the line was opened but have no dates on them.
Sleepers remain along the whole of the line, as
well as several low timber trestle bridges,
About a mile of line between Stawell and
FyansCreekisnowaroadand I c o u l d not find any trace of
Fyans Creek station. The new Bolte Highway under
construction between Horsham and Hall's Gap passes
about1/4mile from the terminus, which is at the
foot of a very high rock wall, on the northern side
of the Grampians.
The only photo I have ever seen of the line
in operation shows a DD on a five car passenger
special.
The line is still intact as far as the
Western Highway crossing, about1/2mile past the
wheat silo, where empty wagons were stored during
1956, the last known use of the old line. From
Stawell to the silo the line is used during the
wheat season, and to take poles to the S.E.C.
site. The train staff for the Stawell-Grampians
section is at Stawell "B" box. The up distant
at Stawell has the up outer home from the
Grampians line on the same post.. Trains are
set back daily on the Grampians line from
Stawell "B" for about1/4mile out.
The line was officially closed on 29-3-1949,
and had been dismantled by 1956.
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South Melbourne Gasworks Tramway, --W. Wilson.
With regard to R.Murray's article on the above
tramway in the Spring 1963 issue I believe the
following notes may be of interest.
The Melbourne Harbor Trust had adopted plans to
widen Town Pier to a width of 100' on the 4th.
September 1889. But the Metropolitan Gas Co. later
asked that the pier be widened further to provide
for the rails of the tramway.
The Trust on November 27th. of that year agreed to
widen the pier a further 25' for a length of 908'
4". Two sets of rails were to be laid, flush with
the decking, and connected with the Company's
rails in Beach Street. Thos. Dalgish & Son
completed the alterations in May 1891.
The tramway was also completed in that year, the
original route was along Beach Street,north along
Esplanade West,east along Rouse St.,north along
Esplanade East, east along Graham St.,and into
the works coal reception area.
In November 1924 permission was given to reroute
the tramway north along Dow Street,and east along
Rouse St.,there connecting to the original tramway. This is the reason there is no sign of points
at this spot.
On entering the works area the wagons were put on
the weigh-bridge and then hoisted onto a high-level
viaduct by hydraulic lift then across Pickles St.,
into the main works area,and to the various retort
bouses, still on the viaduct. A Fordson tractor worked
the wagons on the viaduct.I have heard that one of
the West Melbourne gasworks locos was tried on the
viaduct but have not been able to verify this.
The tramway to the pier was closed around 1933.
WANTED
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THIS MAGAZINE,
ARTICLES.NOTES,DRAWINGS, PHOTOS., ETC.,
Send them to the Editor,9 Mc.Gregor St.Canterbury.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Editor's Note:- I hope that this, and
the two following issues should run
into 20 pages, from the financial
aspect this is possible, but we must
have a good influx of articles, if a
magazine of this size is to be main¬
tained. There is a very wide and
interesting field to cover, from horse
operated timber railed tramways, to
the 60 lb. per yard steel railed lines
of the V.R. So, if you want the
magazine on time, send some contribution
in. Members should also try to obtain
more members, as the more members we
have, the more contributions we should
get.
I am sorry that so much of this issue
is devoted to W.A., but I had to fill
out the magazine to a reasonable size
someway, I think we should have some
interesting articles in the Spring
edition, however.
THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY
President/Magazine Editor:- Frank Stamford,
9 Mc.Gregor Street, Canterbury,E.7. (83-5873).
Treasurer/Acting Secretary:- Geoff. Gardner,
232 Mont Albert Rd,Surrey Hills,E.10.(83-3417)
Annual Subscription:
7 5 cents
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Emu Bay Railway Co.- This highly efficient organization
took delivery of its fourth 10 class Bo-Bo dieselhydraulic loco during May. As a result the four steam
locos that remained in reserve were removed as quickly
as possible. Austraian Standard Garratt No.17 was cut
up during June, and A.S.G. No .16 has since,or is now
being cut up. Dubs No.6 is to be preserved at the
School of Mines at Zeehan. Dubs No.8 may be privately
preserved,otherwise it will be cut up.
Tasmanian Government Railways:-The T.G.R.'s 2' gauge
0-4-0-0-4-0 Beyer Garratt, Kl, which was returned to
Beyer-Peacock in 1947 for preservation in England, has
recently been sold to the Festiniog Railway Co. who
hope to restore it to running order and have it
operating on their line in a few years time. While this
is good news it is most regrettable that due to the
restricted clearances in the tunnels on the Festiniog
line, the funnel, dome, and cab of the engine will
have to be cut down. This, I fear, will destroy much
of the character of the engine. It is also interesting
to note that the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway has
recently purchased an 0-4-4-0 mallet tank engine from
Bowaters Sittingbourne Railway. This engine was built
in 1953 by Bagnall. This means that in a few years
time it will be possible to see examples of mallet,
garratt and fairlie locomotives on the Welsh narrow
gauge lines. It seems a pity that the P.B.P.S. does
not intend to follow this lead by restoring G.42 to
operating condition. The P.B.P.S. does suffer from
a lack of variety in motive power.
Powelltown Tramway:- Mark Plummer reports that one of
the high curved timber trestle bridges beyond Powelltown
has been blown up by the Army, as an exercise. This is
a pity as these magnificent structures were one of the
last really tangible remains of the tramway.
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Mark Plummer also reports a rumour regarding one
of the Powelltown Shay locos. One of these was
sold to a timber mill near Omeo, and apparently
was sent there almost complete, although without
the bogies. Apparently the timber mill recently
finished using the Shay, and an enthusiast in
Boronia is reported to have purchased it and had
it transportded to Boronia. He then went to Powelltown and found various fittings amongst the rubbish
there. Apparently the only major items which are
missing are the bogies. Any confirmation or
denial of this rumour would be welcome.
Victorian Railways:- Only three N class locos are
now in service, and the last run by a member of
this class is scheduled to take place on October
8th, on a fan trip.
Mount Lyell Mining & Railway Co.:- The Abt loco
(No.5) donated to the A.R.H.S. Vic.Div., has
now arrived in Melbourne, and is in store at
West Melbourne. It will probably be transported
to the narrow-gauge museum at Menzies Creek
later this year.(see page 5).
Australian Cement Ltd., Fyansford,:- Mark Plummer
advises that a Beyer-Garratt was being used in
the quarry, as shunting engine, during May.
The editor visited Fyansford on August 15th., to
ascertain the current position. The conveyor
belt went into operation on 3rd. May for the
first time. For the following couple of months
shunting locos at the quarry and cement works
were maintained in steam, so that the train
service could be restored at short notice on
the numerous occasions that the conveyor belt
broke down, or required adjustment. As
recently as August 10th., llth., and 12th.,
the railway was in full operation, the
conveyor belt being out of action. On the day
of my visit, the conveyor was in operation
For reproduction, please contact the Society

and all locos, except No.6, the Hndswell-Clarke
were in the shed, not in steam. No.6 works the
workmen's train every day, whether the conveyor
is working or not, and on this day I found it
in the deep cutting on the river bridge side
of the tunnel, with a permanent way train
consisting of two steel flat wagons. They were
replacing some sleepers, so obviously the line
is likely to see a few more months of operation
yet.
Beyer-Garratt loco No.l still has No.2's centre
(boiler) unit; while No.l's centre unit stands
outside the engine shed with its boiler missing.
Garratt No.2's engine units are in the shed.
Australian Standard Garratt, No.3, was under¬
going some maintenance and repair so that it
could be steamed on September 10th., when the
A.R.E. visits the line. This engine is now
unique, and it is to be hoped something is done
to ensure its preservation. Vulcans Nos.4 & 5
were both in the shed, not in steam; while
Perry No.11 was also undergoing some maintenance.
The Mc.Kenzie & Holland automatic absolute
permissive colour light block signalling is
now out of use, some signals have covers over
their lenses, others have had their heads
removed, leaving only the mast standing, while
in some cases only the concrete mast base
remains. The points of the river crossing loop
have been removed, as has most of the loop
itself, and it is difficult to locate the
position the loop occupied.
Puffing Billy Preservation Society:- The M.L.M.
&.R. Co. Abt rack loco No.5 arrived at the
museum at Menzies Creek on 13-8-66, and is
reported to be in very good condition. Already
at the museum, is the Forestry Commission's
Climax; a 2' gauge Hudswell-Clarke 0-4-2 ST.
from Qld.,a Fowler traction engine, a steam
roller,and four 3' gauge timber bogies.
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---6--WANDERINGS IN THE WILD WEST.

by F.Stamford,

While on a trip around south west Western Australia
in February this year I decided it might be
worthwhile to head for Leonora, in search of the
20 inch gauge 0-6-2T locomotive which was said
to be preserved there. It was, I thought, worth¬
while making a long trip through the wilderness
to see an engine of such an unusually narrowgauge.
The first stage of this trip requires going to
Kalgoorlie (from Perth) on the overnight train,
however, I took a more indirect, slower route,
which had the advantage that diesel-hauled trains
were escaped from for a while. I left Perth on
Tuesday night on the "Albany Progress", this
train leaves Perth at 7-15 p.m. and travels in
a south-easterly direction to Albany, on the
South coast. It is typical of the overnight
passenger trains run by the W.A.G.R., having
modernized first and second class non-airconditioncd sleeping cars; which are very well
appointed inside, and very comfortable to travel
in. The first class cars have hot and cold
running water, and a shower compartment. Like
the other overnight passenger trains of the
W.A.G.R. this one has a buffet/lounge car, of
exceedingly cunning design so that only one
attendant is required to operate it, and also
of extremely imaginative design as far as the
interior decoration is concerned. Those are
the best designed refreshment vehicles of their
type I have seen, and railways of the Eastern
states may be able to learn a great deal from
them.
These overnight passenger trains attract few
passengers, but they do carry heavy parcels,
For reproduction, please contact the Society

mail, and newspaper traffic, and there are
usually a few refrigerator vans attached as well.
Precisely at 7-15 p.m. the X class diesel-electric
drew the train out of Perth, and this was the
only time on this particular trip that the
timetable was punctually adhered to. I think I
should say something about the delightful little
X class diesel, whose stench was now wafting
through the train. These engines are of the
2'Do2' (4-8-4) wheel arrangement, and have an
axle load of only 10.4 tons, being a true light
lines engine. They are notable for their noise,
which is completely out of all proportion to
their size; their pungent odour; and their
very smokey exhaust. They are the only diesels
I know of that throw out cinders (unburnt
hydrocarbons). Inumerable modifications were
made to these locos before they could be
regarded as reliable; and they did have an
interesting propensity to burst into flames
for no apparent reason, but they seem to have
been cured oi this, for much to my regret I
did not witness this fascinating spectacle.
At 1-50 a.m. we arrived at Narrogin, 17 minutes
late. This was where I left the train, which stops
here for about 10 minutes to unload parcels. The
Albany Progress then headed south, and I settled
down for a chilly wait for the 3-30 a.m. goods to
Merredin, the low temperature giving no indication
of what was to follow later in the day. There are
two cross country lines from Narrogin to Merredin,
the direct line via Wickepin on which trains are
timetabled to take 12 hours; and the indirect
line via Kondinin, on which trains take about 15
hours. I travelled the short route, as it gave
me a better chance of catching the Kalgoorlie
train at Merrodin.
This particular train is in the working time-
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8--table as a goods, with the footnote that a ZA
brakevan is to bo attached. ZA brakevans have
passenger compartments, however in this case,
as I expected, an ordinary van was attached.
On several previous goods trains on which I
travelled, ZA vans were not attached, although
they were supposed to be.
However, I settled down amongst a pile of mail
bags, and after a violent argument took place
between the guard and a shunter, over whose
fault it was that the train was overweight, we
finally departed at 4-00 a.m. and I got a few
hours sleep. The sun was up by the time we
arrived at Wickepin, where we spent quite a
bit of time shunting and I took the first
pictures for the day. The loco was a PM class
4-6-2 in a rather grimy green livery, these
are exceedingly handsome, well proportioned
engines in the best English colonial export
tradition.
The line on which we were travelling passes
through the wheat belt, consequently it is
fairly level and reasonably straight, while
the scenery is no-where near as inspiring as
that to be seen in the south-west. We had
large consignments of superphosphate on board,
and a few wagons were dropped off at almost
every station,- this caused a great deal of
time to be lost. At 11-30 a.m. we arrived at
Corrigin, a reasonably large town, where I
managed to get some lunch. After two hours of
desultory shunting, everything went quiet for
about an hour, then finally at 2-30 p.m. we
proceeded on our way, by this time we were
only about four hours late. The temperature
had been gradually rising and by this time
it was over the century, and remained so for the
rest of the afternoon. This tended to make
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---9--the trip mildly tiring:
Further shunting took place at intermediate
stations, all serving very small towns, and
at 5-20 p.m. we arrived at Bruce Rock, the
third large town we had been through. When
I say large I mean the town possessed a
few shops rather than just one general store.
We spent an hour here, a little shunting
being done, this was followed by the usual
period of inactivity which seems to be
inseperable from railway operation. At 6-20
p.m. we were on our way again, shunting
being indulged in at Jura, then we continued
into Merredin uneventfully, arriving there
at 8-30 p.m.; only four hours and forty
minutes late.
Merredin is quite a large town, and fortunately
a cafe was open at this hour so I managed
to get some dinner, then returned to the
station for a two hour wait for the Kalgoorlie
passenger train. During this time the
inevitable W.A.G.R. road bus heaved into sight,
this particular one having come from Perth.
The W.A.G.R. uses buses extensively to
complement and replace its train services,
and the vehicles it uses are of a far superior
design to those used by private operators
in the Eastern states. Much as we, as railway
enthusiasts, may regret passenger services
being replaced by buses, a system of buses
operated by the railways themselves does
have much to commend it, and avoids the many
abuses which are possible where buses are
run by private operators. The W.A.G.R.
co-ordinated system is extremely efficient,
and provides a transport service which all
the Eastern states should view with envy.
At 11.09 p.m. the Kalgoorlie train arrived,
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the loco being an A class diesel-electric,
of Co-Co wheel arrangement. These are Clyde
G.M. products, similar in style to our T's
but somewhat larger. I was soon in my berth
and settled down for a good night's sleep,
Next morning, after a hot shower, I had
breakfast of braised steak and onions in
the buffet car, the service being courteous
and efficient, as I had come to expect in
W.A.G.R. buffet cars. At 7-55 a.m. we drew
into Kalgoorlie, forty minutes late. Time¬
keeping on these overnight passenger trains
does not seem to be particularly good; in
this respect they are like the "Overland'',
but the "Overland" does not have civilized
refreshment facilities.
Whilst waiting for the 9-30 a.m. Leonora
goods with car attached, I witnessed a
great deal of activity when the "Westland"
express came in from Perth, and disgorged
its passengers into the waiting Commonwealth
Railways train. Meanwhile at the back of the
station two more of the inevitable buses
were loading up, prior to departure for
Ccolgardie and Esperance in the south.
After all this activity Kalgoorlie soon
returned to its normal tranquility, and I
discovered that the 9-30 Leonora train was
going to leave at 11-00 a.m. The opportunity
was then taken to have a look at Kalgoorlie,
an interesting little city which appears to
have been stagnant, as far as growth or
decline is concerned, for the past 30 years.
The shops in this city are quite well kept,
but their style of interior and exterior
decoration appears to bo that of the 1920's
rather than that of the 1960's, and this
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gives the city a character all its own.
Returning to the station at about 10-30 a.m.
I found a couple of refrigerated vans, the
Leonora coach, and the brake-van in the
platform, with no sign of any officials
or any activity. Quite a number of passengers
were waiting around the train, mainly
aborigines, but there were six whites
travelling, including a W.A.G.R. official
from Narrogin, who travels on the line once
a month, for what purpose I am not quite sure.
The coach used on the train is quite an
interesting piece. It is a typically English
style compartment coach of about 1900, with
so-called dog-box type compartments, and a
toilet for each compartment. Externally its
condition was excellent, having recently been
repainted in green and cream livery, with all
the iron handrails in black; and it was
absolutely clean and shiny. It was a delight
to behold, and, in the best narrow gauge
tradition, horrible to ride in. The interior
has not been modified in any way. A drinking
glass is provided in each compartment, which
can be filled from the water bags which hang
from the handrails, outside most compartment
windows.
By about 12 o'clock the train had been made up,
and it turned out to be of considerable length,
with one X class up front. At 12-15 p.m. we
were finally on our way. This line passes
through former gold mining country, most of
the stations once served fairly prosperous
towns, but now serve only sheep stations.
Mullock heaps and old shafts can be seen for
the whole 161 miles, and at some stations,
such as at Kookynie, the ruins of shops and
houses are still standing. Derelict mining
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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machinery can also be seen along the way.
Scenery is uninspiring, there are plenty
of small trees, and a good quantity of scrub
and grass; but I saw the area at its best
as there had recently been rain.
This was a particularly hot and tiring trip,
without even the saving grace of a steam
loco belting it out up front to brighten things
up. The temperature was above the century
most of the day, rising to 103 degrees; and
the only place where refreshments can be
obtained is at Menzies, approximate half
way point, where we arrived at about 3-15 p.m.
and departed again at about 4-00 p.m.
Menzies is like an oasis in the desert.
An elderly woman runs a refreshment room
in the large, and somewhat time-worn
stone station building. She had quite a
good variety of drinks and sweets,and
she also supplied sandwiches and tea,not a bad service considering there is only
one train a week! Of course the service
was horribly slow, but this is no real
disadvantage out in the bush, where there
are few passengers and plenty of time.
We proceded on our way from Menzies, and
after doing a little shunting at Kookynie
we departed from here minus the guard.
That W.A.G.R, official from Narrogin, who I
have already mentioned, came to the rescue
by clambering along the footboards of the
coach, leaping across to the brakevan,
entering same and eventually applying the
brake. We were then propelled back into
Kookynie to collect
theplease
guard,
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We spent about an hour, from about 7 o'clock,
shunting at Malcolm. Malcolm was once a large
gold mining town, but now there are absolutely
no buildings remaining; the wagons dropped
off here contain freight to be carried on to
Laverton by road; the railway to that place
having been closed about nine years ago. It
seems the Leonora line will suffer the same
fate within a year or two.
Just before 9-00 p.m. we passed through Gwalia,
and this was a very sad sight. Gwalia has been
a ghost town for about two years; and most of
the houses and shops, together with all the
mine buildings and much of the machinery could
still be seen, silent, dark, and dead, in the
moonlight. Two or three houses were still lived
in, and had some lights on; but all the rest
were empty. Gwalia was the starting point of
the 50 mile long 20 inch gauge railway on which
the engine I was looking for used to run, the
purpose of the line being to bring in firewood
for the gold-mine. Gwalia was also once the
terminus of the Leonora-Gwalia street railway
(tramway) which was operated by horse, steam,
electric, and petrol vehicles, in that order;
and which finally closed down in 1918; well
after Leonora and Gwalia had passed the peak
of their prosperity.
We arrived at Leonora at about 9-00 p.m., and
on leaving the station I was confronted with
lights in the distance, and about half a mile
of black space in between. Fortunately a local
came to my rescue and showed me where the road
to the town was, and then showed me a suitable
hotel to stay in. I hadn't had any dinner, but
I was too tired to worry about this, and was
soon in bed. The hotel proprietor's wife was
amazed that I should come so far through the
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---14 --to see the Gwalia engine, and had some unkind
words to say about the train service. Leonora
is certainly an inconvenient place to have a
unique locomotive preserved, but it is
certainly worth making the trip to see it.
Next morning I was up early, and before break¬
fast I discovered the loco I was looking for
was just over the road from the pub. It also
had a couple of wagons behind it, together
with some 2' gauge wagons from the Leonora
area. Before long I had taken about 30 photos
of the loco., from every conceivable angle;
so that I would have adequate information to
make a model of the engine should I ever wish
to do so. (Any reader who wants copies of any
of these photos should contact me, and I will
advise what I can supply).
The engine concerned turned out to be the
"Midland", built at the W.A.G.R.'s Midland
Workshops in 1934. It was in quite good con¬
dition, finished in green livery. I don't
know what happened to its mate, an older and
somewhat smaller Fowler 0-6-2T which was also
in service up to 1964. I would have liked to have
had a look around Gwalia, but didn't have
the time; as the train left on the return
journey at 9-30 a.m. (on Friday). The next
public transport to Kalgoorlie after that
would be the Monday plane, but you would have
to be really keen to spend the weekend at
this place.
An alternative method of returning to Perth,
which unfortunately hadn't occurred to me
until after I had done the trip, is to travel
on the mail contractor's vehicle from Leonora
north-westwards to Wiluna; and then travel
on another mail contractor's vehicle westwards
For reproduction, please contact the Society

- - 15 - to Meekatharra, The long suffering traveller
then joins the Mullewa and Perth bound fast
mixed, which leaves Meekatharra at 3-10 a.m,
Saturday; and arrives in Perth, 600 miles
away, at 7-05 a.m. Sunday. In this way two
interesting and very outback railways can
be covered; while the route of the former
Meekatharra-Wiluna line is parallelled in
one of the mail contractors' vehicles. Any
reader silly enough to want to do this
fascinating trip had better hurry, as the
Leonora line is unlikely to last long; and
no self respecting railway enthusiast would
prefer a passenger/freighter bus with air¬
craft type seats; to a car goods, even if
it does suffer from the indignity of diesel
haulage.
As it was I made an almost direct return to
Perth, stopping only for a quick 484 mile
round trip to Esperance and back.
Corrigendum:-Due to deterioration in the stencil, the top two lines on page 4 of the last
issue (No.15,Autumn 1966) were not very clear,
they should have read as follows:"The P.M.G. purchased the right to dismantle
the line, and used the rails as telegraph
poles."
WANTED:- CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THIS MAGAZINE!!!
Articles,Notes,Drawings,Diagrams,
Maps etc., of light railway interest,
particularly of Victorian and Tasmanian
interest.Send them to the Editor,
9 Mc.Gregor Street,Canterbury.Phone:83-5873.
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ROLLING STOCK OF THE FYANSFORD-BATESFORD RAILWAY.

By F. Stamford
This list was compiled on 15-8-66, and should
be correct as at that date.
Limestone Wagons:- These fall into three
groups, viz:- six wheeled with wooden
suspension, (described as 6w;ws. in the list
below); six wheeled wagons of all steel
construction (6w;as.); and four wheeled
wagons of all steel construction (4w;as).
All three types have identical bodies.
Running Type. Running Type.
No.
No.
1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

6w:as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;ws
6w;as

19

6w;as

20
21
22
23

6w;ws

6w;as
6w;ws
6w;ws
6w;ws
6w;ws

24
25
26

6w;as
6w;as
6w;ws
6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;ws
6w;as

Running
Type
No.
37
38
39
40
41

6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;ws
6w;as

6w;as
6w;ws
6w;ws
6w;as
6w;as

42
43

6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;as

29
30
31
32
33

6w;as
6w;as
6w;ws
6w;as

47
48
49
50

34
35
36

6w;as

27

28

6w;ws

6w;as
6w;as

6w;as

6w;as
6w;as

44

45
46

51
52
53
54
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6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;as
6w;as

4w;as
4w;as

17

Running
No.
55
56
57
58
59

Type

Running
No.

4w;as
4w;as
4w;as
4w;as
4w;as

60
61
62
63
64

—

Type

4w;as
4w;as
4w;as
6w;as
6w;ws.

All these vehicles are said to have been
built by Malcolm Moore; although not all of
them bare M.M. plates. It appears that Nos.
1-27 originally all had wooden suspension,
but some have been rebuilt since, Wagon No.
36 was not in service, but I found its chasis
lying upside down on the centre unit of Garratt
No.l, where its boiler should have been.
Wagon No .21 is painted red, all the rest are
blue.
Overburden Wagons:No.3, 4w. wooden bodied, steel framed side
tipping wagon.
No.4, 4w. wooden bodied, steel framed side
tipping wagon.
No.9, 4w. wooden bodied, steel framed side
tipping wagon.
Un-numbered, 4w.wooden bodied,steel framed
open wagon.
Un-numbered, 4w.wooden bodied,steel framed
open wagon.
These five vehicles are the last
remnants of what was probably a once numerous
group. The side tipping wagons are of quite
substantial construction, and may have been
the original limestone wagons.

Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

18--Other Vehicles:-(all un-numbered)
Bogie passenger coach.

4w.steel flat wagon,with 2 vertical handrails
at each end,and canopy,with seats inside.
4w.steel flat wagon,with 2 vertical handrails
at each end,and canopy,with seats inside.
4w.steel flat wagon,with 2 vertical handrails
at each end.
4w.steel flat wagon,with 2 vertical handrails
at each end.
4w.steel flat wagon,with steel bar across
each end.
4w.steel flat wagon,with steel bar across
each end.
4w. weed killer wagon,
Bogie well wagon,all steel. This vehicle
was apparently used for carrying road
vehicles into the quarry.
Steam shovel, mounted on two 4wheel bogies.
This was apparently used for overburden
removal, and is very much an out-of-gauge
vehicle as far as width and height is
concerned. This shovel was self propelled.
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THE WALHALLA MINING TRAMWAYS

by Mark Plummer.

Alluvial gold was first panned at Walhalla
(106 miles from Melbourne) in 1862, by Ned
Stringer. His alluvial workings grew into
the busy mining town of Walhalla in the
late nineteenth century. At first timber
for mining supports, fuel, and domestic
use was drayed to the mines, but by 1866
when timber was already becoming scarce
close to the township, three tramways were
built. One of these extended a mile up the
creek named after Ned Stringer.
These tramways were extended as the town
grew, and at its peak there were 40 miles
of tramway, of which the Long Tunnel Co.
had built 27 miles, at an average cost of
$5,200 a mile. So great was the demand for
fuel and mining timbers that the mines, in
37 years denuded the Walhalla ranges of
their dense forest cover. The construction
and operation of the tramways became an
industry/itself, mainly in Italian hands.
By this time (about 1901) the Long Tunnel
Co. in desperation at the delay in
construction of a railway from Moe to
Walhalla, which was to bring them timber
from the forests near to Moe, built its
own bridge; a light steel structure of
box girder construction. This bridge,
near Poverty Point, was 158' long, and 8'
wide, and was built to extend its southern
tramway into the forest country on the
Moondarra side. The bridge cost $1,496 but
the extension of this one tramway already
seven miles long, was the paramount con¬
sideration. In 1899 alone the Long Tunnel
Co.'s insatiable boiler furnaces consumed
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18,877 tons of firewood in supplying power to
the mines and batteries, and in addition the
Company brought in 683 tons of mine timbers,
and 438 tons of sawn timbers. The extended
mine used 6,400 tons, and the North Long Tunnel
7,071 tons of fuel and timbers, the latter's
being brought in by six miles of tramway. The
tramways, mostly of two foot gauge, were laid
with steel rails along narrow ledges on the
side of the mountain. At least one locomotive,
an 0-4-0 saddle tank, built by Bagnall, and an
electric or battery-electric loco were used by
the Long Tunnel Extended C o .
(to be continued).
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MUNICIPAL TRAMWAY NEWS.

By Bob

Prentice.

S.E.C., Ballarat and Bendigo:- Increased fares
will operate in Ballarat and Bendigo from
September 1. The new fares will be:- Short
inner-city sections 5c (previously 4c.),
one section - 7c,(6c.}, two sections - 10c,(8c)
three sections - 13c (10c), four sections
15c (l2c.). The new fares for children and
pensioners will be 4c. for one section and
city sections (no change), 5c for two sections
(4c), 7c. for three or four sections (6c.).
S.E.C.,Bendigo :- Maximum Traction tram No.26
is at present undergoing an extensive over¬
haul. Exterior repainting has been almost
completed, whilst the interior has been
stripped of many coats of varnish and the
surface of the seats has been prepared for
revarnishing. A false ceiling, painted white,
has been installed under the vented part of
the tram's roof and the rest of the ceiling
has been painted Winter Green.
Of the two Birney trams (Nos.28 &
30), recently damaged in accidents, 28 has
been returned to service, whilst 30 is
ready to receive its apron, which is re¬
ceiving attention at this moment.
Readers interested in Municipal Electric Tram¬
ways may be interested in joining the Tramway
Museum Society of Victoria Ltd. This Society
was founded in 1963 as a non-profit organization,
and incorporated under the Vic.Companies Act 1961.
It was set up as an independant organization to
specialize in the accuisition and preservation of
tramway vehicles and ancillary equipment for
museum purposes only.An operating Tramway Museum
is the aim of the Society. Further particulars
from The Manager,T.M.S.V.Ltd.,13 High Street,
Prahran,Victoria.
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FRASER'S (SYMES) ISLAND LIGHT TRAMWAY
By

A. Howlett.

The island is situated on Lake King, near Lakes
Entrance, and is accessible only by boat, the
nearest jetty being Nyerimbelang Jetty on the
north shore of the lake. The island, along with
Flannagan and Rigby Islands,was originally
owned by David Syme, founder of"the Age," for
this reason the island is also known as Syme's
Island. The Island has a large house with
lookout tower.
The existing railway originates under the
house, which was built on stilts, on the
Western side. From there it runs on to a 1 in
7 grade for 100 yards, halfway down the grade
there is a point, which mysteriously has no
siding running from it. At the bottom of the
grade is another point with a siding 20' long.
From here the line curves and runs along level
ground to the jetty. Gauge is 2', the track is
very light,similar to that of a sugar tramway.
Rolling stock on the line in 1963 consisted of
two 4 wheel,steel quarry type tipping wagons,
and a wooden trolley.
The dismantled line:- When Syme owned the
three islands he entertained many guests at
his houses on Fraser's and Flannagan Islands.
He owned a large deep water yacht but the only
place it could be docked was the jetty, so the
railway was built to carry passengers and luggage to either house. Later the Flannagan Is.
area and bridge fell into ruins, and the track
was dismantled and dumped near point B . At
least three 4 wheel belt driven petrol trolleys
were used to carry passengers.
(See map over page.)
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COMING TRIPS:Sept.4th.,Belgrave & Emerald (Steam Preservation
Co-ordinating Committee)
Sept.10th.,Fyansford.,Assoc.Rly.Enthusiasts,
(probably last chance to see Fyansford
operational).
Sept.llth.,Belgrave & Emerald (S.P.C.C.)
Sept.17/18.,Yanac & Yaapeet. (A.R.H.S.)
Oct.2nd., Ballarat.
(S.P.C.C.)
Oct.8th., Last run behind N class.(A.R.H.S.)
Oct.15/16.,Deniliquin via Toolamba,return
via Bendigo.
(A.R.E.A.)
Oct.29th., Avoca-Ararat re-opening,
(A.R.H.S.&.A.R.E.).
Aug.28th., L class tram tour. (T.M.S.V.)
For further details on these tours; ring
the Editor, - 83-5873.
Oppinions expressed in articles are not
necessarily those of the Society.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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NEWS, NOTES
& COMMENTS.
Puffing Billy Preservation Society:- There were
two mistakes in our report on the Menzies Creek
museum in the last issue. Here are the corrections
- the timber bogies are of 2'6" gauge, and the
traction engine is a "Foden." Other exhibits
not mentioned in our last report are a portable
steam engine, and a Mount Lyell four wheel
brake van. The 2' gauge Hudswell-Clarke is
from the Pleystowe sugar tramway, and was their
No.4.
(F.Stamford).
Emu Bay Railway Co.:-In a circular to share¬
holders Directors said they estimated the life
of the Roseberry mine to be 18 years. For
planning purposes they are accepting 15 years
as the likely present life of the railway.
("The Age").
West Melbourne Gasworks Locomotives:-The West
Melbourne gasworks had three locomotives on
their 2'6" gauge line. Two were 0-4-0T's built
by Decauville in 1886, (Builder's Nos.43 and 9 0 ) ,
and one was an 0-4-0ST. built by Peckett & Sons
(Builder's No.1711).The Decauvilles were named
"John Benn" and "Carbon"' the Peckett was named
"Sir John Grice". Rumours had been circulating
as to the where-abouts of these three engines.
One had been seen at Walhalla in 1959 and two
were supposedly at the Basin. Following these
leads I found that the Peckett and one of the
Decauvilles were now being prepared for use on
a pleasure railway which has been built in an
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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outer Melbourne suburb. This railway already has
3/4 mile of 60 lb./yard rails laid in an oval shape
around an artificial lake of four acres. Being a
continuous line it does not have any sidings,
except for a loop that runs through an engine
shed. The Peckett has an almost new boiler but
most of the brass mountings have been stolen by
vandals. The Decauville is in quite good condit¬
ion, although at the moment it is on blocks
while its wheels are being re-turned. Both
locomotives are going to burn wood fuel and
apart from nameplates both will look roughly the
same as they did at West Melbourne. It is hoped
to have the railway open to the public by
Christmas, and we will keep readers advised of
further developments. Also on the site are two
Fowler traction engines, one Ruston-Hornsby
traction engine, one Ransomes steam truck, and
one portable steam engine.
The other Decauville is owned by a former V.R.
engine driver, and he is completely rebuilding
his engine. Its frames have been lengthened
from 11' to 24' and are now similar to Baldwin
frames. Its wheel arrangement is now 2-4-2ST.
Its boiler has been moved back. Other dimensions
are:- driving wheels- 22.5";cylinders- 12" stroke,
7.5" bore;grate area- 4 sq.ft.;boiler pressure160 lbs.p.s.i.;height- 9'3"; width 6'8"; tractive
effort- 3,000 lbs.
When completed about February it will have the
appearance of a loco out of the American Wild
West, as it will also be fitted with an American
style cowcatcher,bell and smokestack. This loco
is also planned to be used on a pleasure railway.
(M.Plummer).
Australian Cement Ltd.,(Fyansford):- On the
high level line at the location where there
were two passing loops, one inside the other,
the inner loop has now been removed. The con¬
veyor belt crosses the railway at this point;
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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and the legs of the conveyor belt are located
where the loop used to be. The passenger coach
is stabled on the outer loop during the day.
Not included in the list of rolling stock in
the last issue, was a motorized track inspection
trolley. This was built by "Fairmont" of
Minnesota, and is fitted with an 8 h.p. engine,
and a roof. It was found to be too light and
underpowered, We believe it has been sold to
the P.B.P.S.,for a nominal amount.
It is likely that the railway will be maintained
in operating condition until December, what
will happen then is anybody's guess. Meanwhile
great farewell festivities took place on Sept.
10th. when the A.R.E. visited the line.
About 370 people travelled down on the train,
but there were also many motorcaders and locals
paying their last respects to the line. All
locomotives were in steam for the occasion, the
diesel was also out of the shed but was dead.
Three passenger trains were run, made up of
limestone wagons with the passenger coach
drawing up the rear. Each train ran to the tun¬
nel mouth and was then propelled back to the
works, while photo stops were held at the trestle
bridge. The first train was hauled by BeyerGarratt No.l (with No.2's boiler unit); the
second was hauled by the Australian Standard
Garratt, the first time it has been used since
1964, and it is said that it pushed the track
a couple of inches out of alignment in one
place. After the A.S.G. had had its run the
Beyer-Garratt ran light engine down to the
tunnel mouth, then the third train went out,
drawn by Vulcan No.4. presumably on the latter's
return trip the Beyer-Garratt acted as banking
engine on the steep climb out of the tunnel
cutting, but after assisting up the grade the
garratt then followed the train at a respectable
distance.
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The Company had gone out of their way to make this
a fitting farewell to Victoria's last steam oper¬
ated, private railway. It was a remarkably inter¬
esting and rewarding afternoon of industrial
steam activity, the only jarring note was the
sad thought in most people's minds that this
would probably be the last time the Moorabool
River valley would echo to the distinctive whistles
of the Beyer-Garratt, the Vulcans, and the A.S.G.
As far as I know the Perry and the Hudswell-Clarke
didn't whistle at all, but just looked on, while
the bigger engines indulged in one last final
fling.
It is also interesting to note that this is the
last 3'6" gauge line in Victoria, and with its
closing the track gauge that was probably best
suited to become the standard gauge in both Victoria
and Australia, will be extinct in Victoria. Most
of the 3'6" gauge lines that did exist in Victoria
were of very primitive construction, the Fyansford
line will always be remembered as the outstanding
exception.
(F.Stamford).
Forests Commission.(Erica):- The Forests' Commission's
Erica sawmill has had the benefit of being
served by some 2'6" gauge sidings around the mill
area. Ex V.R. N.Q. wagons, in a somewhat appalling
state of maintenance were in use. We now learn
that a private contractor is to remove these
sidings. So will be lost the last remnant of the
2'6" gauge in the Erica area.
HELP! keep the magazine filled with interesting
articles and news items by sending in your
contribution soon. Let us have a Summer issue
bigger than ever, the Editor will be glad to
hear from you.
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TRAMWAYS OF THE WONTHAGGI DISTRICT,
-Actual and Proposed.

By- W.L.Wilson.

Coal was discovered near Cape Patterson by Hume and
Hovell in 1825-26 followed by Dr. Anderson of SanRemo finding the "Rock and Queen" veins in May
1836.
Approval was granted in the 1850's to the Cape
Patterson Mining Co. to build a7.5-8 mile tramway
between Cape Patterson and Anderson's Inlet where
they proposed to build a jetty.
The first active coal mining in Victoria was com¬
menced in 1859 when the Victorian Coal Co. sank a
number of shafts and bores on their lease near
Cape Patterson. About 2,000 tons were shipped to
Melbourne by dragging the coal to the beach by
bullock teams, where it was bagged and taken in
whale boats to ships moored about one mile off
shore.
The Company on 15-6-1860 applied to the Government
for assistance to build a jetty, which was refused;
but in 1862 the Government agreed to give the Com¬
pany enough rails for two miles of tramway, plus
£1,000 if the rails were laid; and certified by
a railway engineer that the work had been per¬
formed. The land and rails were to remain the
property of the Department of Land and Works.
The rails handed over were second-hand Barlow
rails from Geelong valued at £955-15-1, plus the
£1,000 which was handed over when the tramway was
completed. If the1-3/4mile tramway was ever used
the motive power would have been animal power, but
Mr.N.Levi who controlled the Company stated at a
Royal Commission in 1890, that the tramway was
never used because the insurance companies refused
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

---8--to insure the ships, after the moorings laid down
by the Government in 1862 had been washed away in
a storm. The mine had not been used since 1863-64.
A Mr.Hobson investigated the matter for the Com¬
pany and proposed a 400' jetty at Cape Patterson
also a3/4mile branch to Spring Bay Creek to carry
freestone which he proposed to quarry there.
After the Company closed down operations numerous
Committees and Commissions
brought
to light
various proposals including a canal from Cape
Patterson to Western Port Bay, and across the Mornington peninsula.
In 1864-65 Mr. E. Bage surveyed a route of 3'6"
tramway to Western Port Bay. His estimates for the
17-3/4 miles were £80,000 for 30 lb. rails for horse
traction and £122,882 for 56 lb. rails for loco
traction. This proposal was revived in 1872 by
Mr.F.M.Klouse who suggested a possible branch to
Blue Mountain, near Woolamai.
The Government authorized a tramway from the Vic¬
torian Coal Company's mines to link up with the
Western Port Coal Company's tramway at Kilcunda.
The 11 mile line was to be completed in two years,
but as far as is known nothing more was done on
the proposal.
There was no more active mining in the district
until November 1909 when the State Coal Mines com¬
menced operations. Coal was taken by teams to
Inverloch, and then by ship to Melbourne, until
the railway from Nyora was opened in May 1910.
The State Mine sank eight shafts in the first
year, to develop the area more rapidly, and in
1911-12 sank Nos. 9 and 10 shafts. To transport
the coal from this mine a 70 chain 2' gauge cable
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hauled tramway was constructed to No.5 screens.
Portion of this tramway was on a timber viaduct
and the endless rope was driven by a 150 H.P.
induction motor. This motor could be started at
various points along the line where start and stop
buttons were installed. This tramway ceased oper¬
ation when No.10 shaft closed in November 1927.
Work commenced in 1913 on driving the Mc.Bride tun¬
nel which eventually extended to 4,627 feet by
1919. The gradient of this tunnel was 1 in 5.5 and
there was an endless-rope hauled tramwamway in the
tunnel, and on the surface to No.5 screens, 18
chains from the mouth of the tunnel. The rope was
driven by a 200 H.P. electric motor.
The V.R. extended the Wonthaggi line to Garden
Blocks in 1916 to transport coal from the Eastern
Area tunnel which commenced that year. This tunnel
also had an endless-rope hauled tramway ultimately
reaching 3,975 feet in 1919.
Sidings had also been provided behind the ,Wonthaggi station in 1919 to serve the station area
mine, a 350 feet tunnel which ceased operations in
May 1928.
Dudley area mine (16 & 17 shafts) was opened in
1924 and sidings were constructed at the mine. Use
was made of portion of a private spur constructed
in 1911 to serve the Powlett & North Woolamai Com¬
pany's mine nearby. This Company ceased operations
about 1926. The junction with the main line was
moved from the 84 mile post to the State Mine yard
probably about this time.
Further development was necessary by 1930 and 19
& 20 shafts were sunk about 35 chains north of Dud¬
ley area, and an endless-rope hauled tramway was
constructed to convey the coal to the Dudley area
screens. This mine ceased operating in early 1962.
(Continued on page 12)
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12 — With the closing of the Mc.Bride tunnel in Decem¬
ber 1935, work commenced on the Western Area mine
(21 & 22 shafts) and a cable hauled tramway about
1 mile 74 chains long was constructed to No.5
screens using the machinery from the abandoned
tunnel. This is the only tramway still in use.
The only other railway development in the district
was the Kirrak branch, built in 1939 to serve that
mine then being opened up. Since that date there
has been a gradual decline in the mines and the
Eastern Area line has been dismantled beyond the
junction with the Kirrak line, and the Dudley area
branch has only recently been dismantled.
Main references consulted in preparing
this
article were:"The Colonial Mining Journal of Victoria and adjac¬
ent Colonies," 1858-61.
"The Report of Select Committee on the Cape Patterson Coalfields,"1864-65.
"Report of Royal Commission on Victorian Coalfields
1890."
Annual Reports of the General Manager of the State
Coalmines.
Editor's Note:- On the map in the centre pages I
have added the Steenhold's Hill Tramway for the
sake of completeness. This tramway is marked on
the Wonthaggi Army Survey Map of 1926, but its
purpose is not known.
ARE YOU A ....
SIDRODROMARCHEOLOGIST

????

If so don't keep your latest findings a secret,
send a report on them to the Editor, 9 Mc.Gregor
Street, Canterbury E.7, for publication.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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THE COCKATOO HORSE TRAMWAY

By Mark Plummer.

The Cockatoo tramway was typical of the hundreds of
wooden railed horse trams that operated in Victoria.
In 1906 a Mr.J.Bell built the tramway from the
present location of the No.3 road at Cockatoo rail¬
way station when Cockatoo had just a loop siding.
The tramway went along Cockatoo Creek for about
three miles, terminating near Patternoster Road.
The diagram reproduced below was drawn on 21/11/1910
and shows proposed interlocking and signalling
to be installed at Cockatoo within a year, for
working the tramway safely when narrow-gauge trains
were about.
Cockatoo,
Proposed interlocking of tramway.
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TEE WALHALLA MINING TRAMWAYS

By Mark Plummer.

(Continued from last issue).
(Editor's note:In the previous part of this article
it was stated that the Long Tunnel Extended Co. had
an electric or battery-electric loco.,- this in
fact appears to be most unlikely. The inclusion of
this erroneous information was entirely my fault,
the author had nothing to do with it.)
The Bagnall locomotive's job on the Long Tunnel
Extended Tram was to take the empties back to the
bush. The full wagons were worked back by gravity
with brake-men riding the wagons. At the township
end of the tram there was a balanced incline down
to the furnaces and boilers of the mine. The loco¬
motive, of course, never worked the incline,although
in the initial stages the loco may have been hauled
up to the top via the incline.
After the mine closed the locomotive was next seen
working on the Hume Weir construction in the 1920's
and is now supposedly "preserved" in the Murray
Lands, South Australia.
The Poverty Point bridge mentioned in the last
article is about 45' from water level to the top
of the bridge. Some floods have risen to within
20' of the bridge, but have fortunately not risen
higher, otherwise the bridge or the sleepers on
top might have been washed away. The bridge was
prefabricated in Melbourne and assembled on the
spot. Mr. A. Lyell says that when he visited the
bridge in the 1930's the construction numbers were
still marked on the bridge. He also says that the
downstream tram went three miles down the Thompson,
not just one mile as my map shows. However my map
is correct as at 1901. The bridge was an open-deck
type, that is the sleepers were placed directly
onto the steel girders.
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The diagram opposite is of Longfellow's mine, and
surrounding tramways, and is included to give an
idea of how the tramways worked in with the mines.
This area, although about three miles from Walhalla,is typical in its methods of most areas
around Walhalla before the turn of the century.
The Long Tunnel tram was not connected with any
of the mines shown, although it passed within 40'
of Longfellow's main shaft. Longfellow's incline,
which brought timber for shoring up the mine, to
the head of the shaft; crossed the Long Tunnel's
line at nearly right angles, and while I found
where the incline crosses the Long Tunnel
Extended tram,I could not work out the crossing
arrangements. (If any members have any photos
of the crossing I would very much like to see
them). The incline would probably go under the
Extended's line, as the cable would have been
in the way of any level crossing. The Extended
probably had a hinged track arrangement, like
the crossing on the Powelltown incline.

(Continued on page 20)
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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TARWIN MEADOWS MILK TRAMWAY.
(Details supplied by Mr.O.D. Mc.Micking,
owner of the property,in a letter to Des. Jowett).
The tram line was built by G.M.Black in 1908
for use by the sharemen to bring the milk from the
various dairies to a factory on the property. It
also ran to the piggery where the waste from the
factory was taken in tanks.
The line was approximately three miles in
length,and each farm had a four wheel trolley that
would carry 30 to 35 milk cans, and was pulled by
a horse.
The line was in operation from 1908
1947, when road vehicles took over.
See map on page 18.

until

ACCURACY !!!
When preparing articles for publication,certain
points should be kept in mind. First and foremost
is the need for accuracy,-when not absolutely sure
of facts please make this clear in your article.
The Society can only get a bad name if inaccurate
statements of fact are made,and this is fatally
easy to do - I know from my own experience!
It would also be appreciated if,where possible,
details of the main references used in preparing
articles were included;as this information may be
of use to later researchers. Details of maps
consulted would also be appreciated. And please
remember to put in a "North" arrow on your maps
if this is possible.
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---20--Walhalla Mining tramways, continued from page 16.
Most horizontal mines had 1'6" or 2' gauge
track inside for the removal of overburden and
ore. The line coming out of Longfellow's mine
had a flexible end, and overburden wagons would
have emptied over the end of the dump, but when
gold-bearing ore was to be sent down to the
batteries, the line would be connected up to a
balanced self-acting incline, and sent down to
the bottom where a wooden chute took it down to
another tram, which delivered it to the batteries,
To feed the batteries fuel-wise a tramway for
timber came in from below, and a dam was thrown
across the gully for water.
Today you can walk along the Extended tram easily,
finding small cuttings, remains of sleepers, and
sharp curves at the head of each gully. The
incline is harder to find but can be located by
the masses of cable near the shaft, which is still
open, and is quite dangerous, as, while pushing
through the undergrowth you might well come upon
it very unexpectedly, as I did!
Two lines not marked in the bottom left hand
corner of the map in the last issue were
Borserni's and Campagnoli's tramways.
COMING TRIPS.
Nov.lst. Queenscliff (P.B.P.S.)
" 6th.
Woodend
(S.P.C.C.)
" 12th. Beaufort,and Lake
Goldsmith traction-engine
rally.
(A.R.H.S.)
Nov.26th.Mansfield
(A.R.E.)
Dec.3rd.Emerald Moonlighter
(A.R.H.S.)
" 4th.Vintage train (S.P.C.C)
Further details:- 83-5873.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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The front cover design, showing a Shay locomotive
on the Powelltown tramway, is by John Thompson.
Members should expect to receive the Autumn
issue about the 15th. of April. We would welcome
more articles, and news items from readers.
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NEWS,NOTES,
& COMMENTS.
T A S M ANI A
Emu Bay Railway: - E.Z. Industries, who own the Roseberry mines which supply 9 2 % of the E.B.R.'s traffic
made a take-over bid for the E.B.R., worth $3-50 an
ordinary share. E.B.R.'s ordinary 90 cent shares
were selling on the Stock Exchange for 5 cents in
1959, but as a result of increased profitabiliy,
had risen to $2.75 before the take-over bid was made.
The Directors of the E.B.R. rejected the take-over
bid, E.Z. then made the offer directly to E.B.R.
shareholders, under the threat that if the offer
was not accepted, E.Z. would terminate its freight
contract with E.B.R. in September 1968. This would
result in closure of the railway. E.Z.Industries
studied eight alternative methods of transporting
zinc concentrate from Roseberry, involving road,
pipeline, or aerial ropeway transport, to Burnie,
Risdon, or Strahan, and they claim that seven of
these methods were cheaper than the present system.
If this is true the E.B.R.'s future looks bleak.
("The Age").
V I C T O R I A
Australian Cement Ltd.,(Fyansford):-Due to failure
of an electric motor in the conveyor belt system
normal railway service operated on October 10th.
and llth. Locos Nos. 1, (with No. 2's boiler unit)
4, and D.1 operated the service. The Beyer Garratt
blew a boiler tube which has since been replaced.
At present locos.Nos.1,3,4,& 5 are being filled with
an anti-corrosion compound, and are unlikely to be
used again for months, if at all. The Hudswell-Clarke
is scheduled to make its last run on the 22nd.Dec.,
and then will also be put in store.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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Puffing Billy Preservation Soc.:-The "Fairmont" track
motor purchased from A.C.L.,Fyansford, has been
dismantled and is being regauged. The original two
stroke engine is being replaced with a Volkswagen
1500 cc. engine and a Prometheus 2 speed gear box.
(Narrow Gauge).
State Electricity Commission, Ballarat,:- Single
truck tram No.21 was on trestles during the middle
of September. The brake gear was being recondit¬
ioned whilst the truck was being rewheeled. Maximum
Traction tram No.41 was in the rear of the depot
for an exterior and interior repaint. At the same
time, a general overhaul was being carried out,
including a re-panel of the sides.
Accident repairs to drop-end side panel on single
truck tram No.18 were being attended to. Accident
repairs to single truck No .13 will be commenced in a
few weeks time.
(Bob Prentice,29-9-1966)
Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board;- The relay
in mass concrete in Glenferrie Road is progressing
satisfactorily. The "NACO -wheeled cars stationed
at North Fitzroy are being replaced with trams
fitted with the M.&..M..T.B. resilient wheels. The
object in view is to fit these trams with "Ferado"
brake shoes. This will be done progressivley in
the next few weeks, so that all trams except one,
980, will be using this type of shoe. Two cars
per day ex-North Fitzroy are to be serviced and
and washed at South Melbourne Depot.
(Bob Prentice,29-9-1966)
Victorian Railways:-During November there were
only about eight K class locos still in service.
The Heathcote branch has been granted a further
six month reprieve, until 1-7-1967.
(.A.R,H.S.Vic .Div.Divisional Diary)
Cheetham Salt Ltd.;Cheetham,(near Geelong)Track
relaying with 30 lb. rails from Western Australia,
is at present taking place on this extensive 2'
gauge system. We hope to have an article on this
railway in the next issue.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Victorian Railways,Wangaratta-Whitfield line:- From
a recent visit to this area the following infor¬
mation was obtained. Apart from the well-known
relics such as rails across back streets in Wangaratta, odd mileposts, cattle-pit fences, and van
bodies in use as storage sheds, the station nameboards are the basis of my "news".
Having inspected the line some years ago I noticed
today that some of the name-boards had disappeared,
and the reason for this became evident at Moyhu.
While having a look at the two NU vans and the NH
van in the Shire depot, I noticed the"Oxley" nameboard leaning on a wall inside a shed. A closer
look found it to be brand new! At this point a
chap came to see what I was doing and he turned
out to be the Shire Foreman. He showed me a heap
of all the old station nameboards,minus their cast
letters,but quite legible;and a neat stack of brand
new boards of varying sizes,painted black ready to
have the letters screwed on.
He explained that the Oxley Shire Engineers Dept.
was erecting new nameboards along the railway formation at the request of a local historical society.
(The North- Eastern Historical Society).
Nameboards already erected new are at Docker,Byrne,
Claremont,Jarrott and Pieper. As some of the cast
letters had been broken I advised him to get in
touch with V.R. Spotswood Reclamation Dept. where
I believe they are available, and he was pleased
to hear this as they hope to re-install the names
of all stations.
The Shire Foreman mentioned that he was very
familiar with the railway in its day, and that it
is a good idea to restore the nameboards, as there
is little other evidence that there was ever a
railway there.
There should be more of this sort of thing!
(John Thompson,10-1-67).
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--- 6 --SHAY LOCOMOTIVES IN AUSTRALIA

By-F.Stamford.

General Introduction:- The "Shay" locomotive was
invented by Ephraim Shay and was patented in the
U.S.A. in 1881. It was designed to negotiate rough
track and sharp curves at low speeds, and consequent¬
ly gained great favour on private logging and mining
railways. The cylinders were placed vertically about
half-way along the right hand side of the locomotive,
with the boiler placed left of the centre line of
the locomotive to balance the cylinders, thus giving
Shay locos an odd appearance, particularly when
viewed from the front. The locomotives were mounted
on two four-wheel bogies, all wheels of which were
driven through bevel gears and cardan shafts from
the cylinders. Four "classes" of Shay locomotive
were manufactured, by the Lima Locomotive Works,
Lima, Ohio, U.S.A., who held the patent; the "A"
class being a small two cylinder, double truck type
generally weighing less than 25 tons; the "B" class
was a somewhat larger two truck three cylinder type;
the "C" was a three truck,three cylinder type,the
additional truck supporting an auxiliary water tank;
and the "D" was a four truck three cylinder type,
the additional two trucks supporting a large auxilliary water tank. No examples of the "D" class were
exported to Australia. There was much variety in
size and style of locos built within each class.
Tasmania:- The first three Shay locomotives to come
to Australia were purchased by the North Mount Lyell
Mining Co. for use on their railway at Linda, near
Queenstown. Known details of these are as follows:Builder's No.697 of 1902, Road No .5,
Weight:- 15 tons, Wheel diam.:- 2'3"
Gauge:- 3'6", Cylinders:- (2), 9"x 8"
This small A class Shay was sold to Lahey Bros.,
Canungra, Qld., probably in 1906.
Builder's No.698 of 1902, Road No.4,
Weight:- 25 tons, Wheel diam.;- 2'3"
Gauge:- 3'6", For reproduction,
Cylinders(3),
8"x 12"
please contact
the Society

--- 7 --This "B" class Shay was sold to the Huon Timber Co.,
Geeveston, Tas., in 1907. The H.T.C. was a subsidiary
of Millars Timber & Trading Co., its tramway extended
from a jetty and large sawmill,on the shores of
Hospital Bay, on the western side of the Huon Estuary
through the town of Geeveston and onto the foothills
of the Hartz Mountains. The line was about 20 miles
long, including 2 branches, and the track was well
laid and well graded. This tramway was opened in
1901, and closed in 1922, and there is no record of
the subsequent fate of this Shay, but it was
probably scrapped.
Builder's No.704 of 1902. Road No.6.
Weight:-40 tons, Wheel diam. 2'9"
Gauge: 3'6"
Cylinders (3}, 11 "x 12"
This "B" class Shay was sold to Bunning Bros, of
Western Australia, in 1907, and for its subsequent
history see under W.A.
A fourth Shay locomotive operated in Tasmania, this
was builder's No.2029 of 1908, this operated on the
3'6" gauge Hopetoun tramway at Port Esperance, Tas.
In 1914, after closure of this tramway, this Shay,
and another engine from the same tramway,(an 0-4-0ST
allegedly by Black Hawthorn) went to the Huon Timber
Co. at Geeveston; where they joined the Shay from
the North Mount Lyell (B.No.698) and a Barclay 0-4-0
ST. These four locos formed the motive power of the
H.T.C.'s Geeveston tramway.
When the Geeveston line closed in 1922,Millar's
Timber & Trading Co took the Barclay and Shay 2029
to Western Australia. Subsequent history of the
Shay is not known. As previously mentioned, Shay
698 was probably scrapped at this time, while the
other 0-4-0ST (Black Hawthorn ?) went to Jaeger's
tramway in the Far North-West.
I have included the above information on these
Tasmanian tramways in the hope that it may create
more interest in Tasmania' s very rich and interest¬
ing railway history.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

---8
New South Wales:- Seven Shay locomotives are known to
have worked in New South Wales. The Wolgan Valley
railway, which ran from Newnes Junction, near Lithgow,
to Newnes; had four"C" class Shays, these being the
only three truck Shays to be used in Australia.
Builder's No.1778 of 1906, Road No.l
"
" 1994 of 1907, Road No.2
"
" 2100 of 1909, Road No.3
"
" 2270 of 1910, Road No.4
Road No.l carried the name "Constance" and was
scrapped before 1932, its boiler being used at the
Shale Oil Works at Newnes. Road Nos. 2,3, and 4
were out of service in 1933, and remained derelict
until being cut up in 1956.
Dimensions of these engines were as follows:Nos. 2 & 3 No. 4
No.l
Cylinders (3)
12"x 15" 12"x 15" 14.5"x 15"
Boiler Pressure
200
(lbs.p.s.i.) 200
200
79
90
Weight (tons)
65
Total Wheelbase
40'3"
Rigid Wheelbase
4'4"
Wheel diam.:3'
3'
3'
Tractive
29,800
40,400
Effort (lbs.)
The British Australian Timber Co. had a
Shay locomotive in use at Coff's Harbour, which it
apparently purchased new. Known details are as
follows:Builder's No.2135 of 1909;
Weight;- 27 tons. Wheel diam. 2'2"
Gauge:- 3'6"
Cylinders:-(2), 8"x 12"
Nothing is known of the disposal of this locomotive,
The weight of 27 tons appears rather heavy for an
"A" class (2 cylinder) Shay locomotive.
For reproduction, please contact the Society

---9--The other two New South Welsh Shay locomotives
were originally owned by the Lloyd Copper Co., of
Burraga, N.S.W. They were identical "B" class Shays,
details of which are as follows:Builder's Nos. 2575 and 2576 of 1912.
Weight:- 31 tons. Wheel diam.:-2'5"
Gauge:
-3'
Cylinders:- (3),8"x 12"
No.2575 was sold to the Victorian Hardwood & Sawmilling Co. in 1920 for the Powelltown tramway.
No.2576 was sold to G.C. Hoskins of Lithgow,about
1920, and possibly operated on their line out from
Ben Bullen, on the Mudgee line. It was noted partially
dismantled at Hoskins Lithgow works in 1924, and in
1926 was sold to the Victorian Hardwood & Sawmilling
Co. for use on the Powelltown tramway.
Victoria:- The only two Shays to work in Victoria
were the two owned by the Victorian Hardwood & Sawmilling Co., which were used on the Powelltown tram¬
way, - gauge 3'.
Builder's No. 2575 of 1912, purchased second hand
from the Lloyd Copper Co.,N.S.W., in 1920, and sold
to Cameron & Sutherland about 1946, who in turn sold
the boiler to a timber mill at Carpolac,western Vic¬
toria. This boiler was cut up in 1962.
Builder's No. 2576 of 1912, purchased second hand
from G.&.C,Hoskins, Lithgow;,N.S.W., in 1926. Sold to
Cameron & Sutherland about 1946, who in turn sold the
boiler and frame, with cylinders, to a timber mill at
Omeo. These remains are said to be now located at
Dorset Road. Croydon.
Western Australia:- Three Shay locomotives are known
to have worked in Western Australia. A "B" class Shay
was bought new by J.M.Ferguson Ltd., Sawmillers of
Donnybrook, W.A.. It was later owned by the Swan Saw¬
mill Co. Timber Corporation, Greenbushes; later
coming into the hands of Millar's Timber & Trading
Co. who took over the Greenbushes mill. It was
scrapped in 1939. Known details are as follows:Builder's No.1968 of 1907. Gauge 3'6". Weight 20 tons,
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

--- 10 --Bunning Bros.(sawmillers) purchased one of the ex
North Mount Lyell Copper Co. Shays in 1907. Bunning
Bros. used it at Lions Mill, near Mt. Helena; then
at Argyle. It was scrapped in 1950. This locomotive
was builder's No. 704 of 1902, North Mount Lyell's
road No.6, - for other details see under "Tasmania."
Millar's Timber & Trading Co. brought Shay builder's
No.2029,of 1908,from Tasmania in 1922, on the closure
of the Huon Timber Co's line at Geeveston. Nothing
is known of this locos subsequent activities in
Western Australia, or of its ultimate fate.
Queensland:- Queensland has the honour of being
Australia's leading Shay state, a total of eight
Shay locos are known to have worked there.
The Maroochy Shire Council had two
Shay locomotives, for use on their Nambour-Mapleton
tramway. The known details of these locomotives
are as follows:Builder's Nos. 2091 and 2800,of 1908 and 1914 re¬
spectively.
Weight: 14 tons.
Wheel diam.:-l'10"on 2091
Gauge:- 2'
"
" -l'10.5"on 2800
Boiler Pressure:-160 lbs.p.s.i.
Cylinders:- (2),6"x 10"
Bogie wheelbase:- 4'
Length;- 22'8" over frames.
Width:- 6' over running boards.
No.2091 was named"Dulong", No.2800 was named
"Mapleton". Dulong was originally purchased by
the Moreton Central Mill Co.(Nambour) in 1908
and was sold to the Maroochy Shire Council in
1914. Both engines came into the hands of the
Moreton Central Mill Co. in 1944. Subsequently
parts of Mapleton were used to rebuild Dulong,
which remained in service until about 1958,
being the last operating Shay locomotive in
Australia. This engine is now preserved at the
Moreton Central Mill, Nambour; being painted
green, and bearing the name "Shay."
The Maroochy Shire Council also owned a B
class Shay for use on its Buderim Mountain
For reproduction, please contact the Society

--- 11 --Tramway,which ran from Palmwoods to Buderim Mountain,
Known details are as follows:Builder's No. 2823 of 1915.
Weight:- 27 tons.
Wheel
diam.:- 1'll"
Gauge:- 2'6"
Cylinders:-(3), 8"x 10".
This locomotive was purchased new by the Shire
Council.
D.Munro's "Perseverance" logging tramway at
Hampton, Qld. had two small A class 2'6" gauge Shay
locos.
Builder's No. 906 of 1904
Wheel diam.:-2'2-1/2"
Weight:- 15 tons.
Cylinders:-(2), 7"x 12"
Gauge:- 2'6"
Builder's No. 2097 of 1908 Wheel diam.:-2'2"
Weight:- 22 tons.
Cylinders:-(2), 7"x 12"
Gauge:- 2'6"
The Canungra & Pine Creek logging tramway, owned by
Lahey Bros., had three Shays, of which the following
details are known:Builder's No,697 of 1902, purchased second hand from
the Mount Lyell Mining & Railway Co. of Tasmania,
this was ex North Mount Lyell Copper Co, Road No.5;
an A class Shay. For further details see under
Tasmania. It is quite likely that this locomotive
was used elsewhere in Queensland for a few years
before coming into the hands of Lahey Bros.
Builder's No.2371 of 1910
Weight:-27 tons
Wheel
diam.:-2'3-1/2"
Gauge:- 3'6"
Cylinders:-(3),8'-x 9"
Builder's No. 2478 of 1911
Weight:- 14 tonsWheeldiam.:-1'10-1/2"
Gauge:- 3'6"
Cylinders:-(2), 6"x 10"
The latter two locomotives were purchased new.
All three of Lahey's Shays were subsequently scrapped.
In conclusion I would like to thank H. Dunker,L.Poole,
and J.Stokes for supplying some of the information
used in this article.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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TRAMWAYS OF THE FORRESTBARWON DOWNS AREA.
By- M. Plummer
W.R.Henry's Tramway, 3'6" Gauge.
J.Henry started operating his tramway in 1895,four
years after the V.R. line reached Forrest, and worked it with
horses until 1909, when locomotive No. 7 arrived. This was an
0-4-0 Well Tank (cylinders about 6" x 8", 1'2" wheels), with
a very interesting history. Comparing a photo of No.7 with
a drawing of an 0-4-OWT design used on A.Guiness's brewery
line in Dublin, and Beyer-Peacock's 0-4-OST design used on the
Horwich works line of the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway, one
cannot help noticing the general designs are almost the same.
It is known that in 1888 Captain Hancock, of the
Wallaroo & Moonta Mining & Smelting Co.(South Australia),
interviewed Mr.Aspinall, the then Chief Mechanical Engineer
of the L.&.Y.R., and considered the Norwich works design suit¬
able for the 3'6" gauge line at Wallaroo. As Beyer-Peacock
could not supply a locomotive immediately, Captain Hancock
brought back blue-prints, and it is believed the locomotive
was built in South Australia. The locomotive became No.7 of
the Wallaroo & Moonta Mining & Smelting Co., and after spend¬
ing about 20 years at the Wallaroo Smelters, was sold to Mr.
Henry for use at Forrest.
The next locomotive was bought new, being an 0-4-0ST
built by Hunslet, Builder's No. 1100 of 1911. This locomotive
had inside cylinders, which is
unusual on sub-standard gauge locomotives. It arrived at Forrest
in 1912 and was used on the No.1 Mill line until being trans¬
ferred to the Roadknight Creek line. It is interesting to note
that this engine had a hinged funnel owing to restricted clear¬
ances in the tunnels. These two locomotives were abandoned at
Forrest, where they were still to be seen in August 1946.
The mainline from Forrest railway station crossed
a seven span trestle bridge over Nearl's Gully and followed
the West Barwon River for about1-1/2miles, thence followed the
Noonday Creek for about seven miles, passing the Noonday Creek
Mill (est.1898) and through a tunnel 1,362' long. This tunnel
was built in 1900 by ex Ballarat miners, at a cost of £1,300,
and took the line into the head of the West Barwon River. The
tramway then crossed the river to the Barwon Mill. There were
57 bridges and timber
culverts
oncontact
the the
line.
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Fowler locomotive "Parrot", with indirect jackshaft
drive, on Sanderson's tramway, Forrest. About 1903.
Photo:- M . Plummer Collection

The derelict remains of "Parrot", showing the jackshaft
drive, at Crossover (Noojee line), about 1940.
Photo:- R. Pearson.
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A horse team on Sanderson's tramway, showing two
interesting trestle bridges. About 1903.
Photo:- M . Plummer Collection.

O-4-O W T . , ex Wallaroo & Moonta No. 7, on Henry's
tramway, somewhere south of Forrest.
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--- 15 --The No.l Mill was the largest in the area, and was
the hub of the line. Established in 1900 and powered by a Tangie
steam engine, it is said to have had an output of 16,000 super
feet of timber a day. Incorporated in the track layout at No.l
Mill was an unusual three way stub point with interlaced track.
(See drawing,page
).
Over 250 people lived at No.l Mill, and they had a
store, a school, and a post-office. In later years the mail was
carried by a four wheeled motor trolley powered by a "Flyer
Precision" 600cc. "Big Turn" motor. This vehicle was also used
as an ambulance and personal transport for Mr. Henry. On
special occasions, such as the Forrest sports, the employees,
with their wives and children, would travel on top of loads
of sawn timber, behind the Hunslet.
No.1 Mill was also the junction of the two main
lines. From here a steel railed line followed the West Barwon
River in an easterly direction, passing through a short straight
tunnel, 230' long. The other line was winch operated, climbing
820' after leaving the mill, then dropping 780 feet, thus
crossing the Barwon - Kennett Divide. It then continued as a
horse operated line, gradually dropping for about two miles
to the No.1 Mount Sabine Mill on the Kennett River, which was
established in 1908, and was powered by a Robley portable
steam engine. The next mill on this line was the No.2 Mount
Sabine Mill built in 1925. This was powered by a Buffalo Pitts
traction engine, complete except for its front wheels. There
were a number of short branches off this line, to mill and
winch sites. This line was closed in 1935.
The first steam winch on Henry's line (and also
the first in the Otways) came into operation in 1919. This
supplanted bullock and horse teams which had previously
struggled to move logs over steep grades.
From 1935 to 1948 an isolated line operated from
Mount Sabine, on the Skene's Creek - Forrest Road, out into
the Carrisbrook Creek - Mettle Creek Divide, for a distance
of about seven Miles. This served about three mills and the
timber was transferred by gantry to road vehicles, which
delivered the timber to Forrest railway station.
Three "Trail" tractors with Fordson engines were
used on this section. In principle these consisted of a Fordson tractor engine and gearbox mounted on undriven wheels,
the power take-off being attached to a propollor shaft driving
a crown-wheel in the first log bogie. The drive was then trans¬
ferred by spur gears to both axles, the whole unit being
permanently coupled.
In practice different types of these
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
tractors were used, but they were all designed so that the

-—- 16 -—weight of the first log, which was heavier than the tractor,
was over the driving wheels, thus gaining better traction.
This arrangement was invented by a Mr. Trail, a New Zealander, who later came to Forrest. To the best of our know¬
ledge this type of tractor was not used on any Victorian
timber tramways outside the Forrest-Barwon Downs area.
Henry also operated a short line which went for
about two miles to the west of Forrest railway station, into
Roadknight Creek where it served two mills. This was the last
line on which the Hunslet operated, and while working on
this line it was refitted and was in quite good condition
when abandoned. Neither No. 7, nor the tractors operated on
this line.
Mr. Henry, when being interviewed, said he
would still have his lines operating with steam locomotives
if it was not for the Forestry Commission wanting to put
all mills in the towns, and abolish steam locomotives due
to the fire hazard. The only changes he would make would be
to have incline winches operated by diesel engines, as
winches had to be on the top of ranges where there is a
shortage of water for boilers. Mr. Henry recently had to
change his mill at Forrest township to electric operation,
as he could not find a steam engineer. Mr. Henry also has a
modern, partly steam operated mill at Geelong; with a traverscr feeding parallel lines to stacks and drying kilns.
The yard at Geelong has about one-third of a mile of 30 lb.
per yard rails, which came from Forrest, having been re¬
trieved by the Trail tractors in 1948. The remainder of
the rails at Forrest went to the P.M.G. as telegraph poles.
Sanderson's Tramway, 3'6" gauge. (and possibly 5'3" ? ) .
This was started in 1897 by the Barwon River
Sawmilling Co.. Sanderson operated horsedrawn trains until
the purchase of the two 2-4-0T's by Fowler, named 'Parrot"
and "Westward Ho". These two locos were sold around 1905
being too weak for the work. Parrot, which had indirect
jack-shaft drive, was sold to a tramway at Crossover, on
the Noojee line, and was later abandoned at Crossover.
The fate of Westward Ho is a much greater
mystery. This locomotive had conventional drive, and
from the rather poor photographs available, appears to
be almost identical in appearance to an engine of the same
name which operated on the 3' gauge Brittania Creek tramway, which is said to have opened circa 1906. It is there¬
fore possible that For
Sanderson
sold contact
the the
locomotive
to Yelland
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--- 17 --converted to 3' gauge at this time. There is, however, consid¬
erable doubt on this point, as gauge conversion of the loco
would have been difficult.
Another locomotive to be acquired was an 0-6-0ST.
named "Tom Cue." This engine was built by Hudswell Clarke,
Builder's No.378 of 1891. Tom Cue was one of four engines
originally imported by Edward Keane, contractor for the Midland
Railway Co. of Western Australia. It was later acquired by
Baxter & Sadler and used on the construction of the Mullewa Cue line. In 1899 it went to Tasmania and was used for con¬
struction works on the North Mount Lyell Railway. It was over¬
hauled in 1900 and the boiler was sent to Melbourne, for repairs.
As the line was completed in November 1900 the locomotive was
not needed in Tasmania, and went to Forrest. This locomotive was
abandoned in 1929 when Fordson powered Trail tractors took over.
An 0-4-OST by Baldwin ran intermittently on the line,
and was sold, in August 1915, to the Tasmanian Public Works
Department, through Cameron & Sutherland of Melbourne. The Tasmanian P.W.D. used this locomotive on the Marrawah tramway,
where it was apparently named "Spider."
Another locomotive used on the line was a vertical
boilered engine built by Clayton of the U.S.A. This locomotive
was wrecked, and Sanderson, and his son Marshall, were killed,
when a fire-damaged trestle bridge collapsed under it. Grant,
Sanderson's brother-in-law, took over the line in 1907 immediately
after Sanderson's death.
Mr. Sanderson named his sons "Baldwin", after the
Baldwin 0-4-OST; "Marshall," after a portable steam engine;
"Clayton" after the vertical boilered engine; and his daughter
"Forrestina," after the Forrest rail head.
Sanderson purchased from the V.R. "L" class No.32,
a 2-4-OST by Slaughter Grunning, Builder's No.410 of 1860, in
October 1904. There is photographic evidence that this was
used on a railway at Forrest, but the purpose of this line is
not known. The remains of this engine were still at Barramunga
in the 1940's. The two engine units of the V.R.'s Rowan cars
were also purchased at this time, for use as logging winches.
Sanderson's line went along the top of a ridge on a
continuous ascending grade of about 1 in 30, for about five
miles from Forrest to Barramunga, then swung west, towards
Upper Gellibrand. The line terminated at a winch site, from
which a one mile long rope-hauled incline wen across the
Barramunga Creek to a mill.
Grant also had his own 3'6" gauge line which branched
from Henry's line near
the junction
offrom
the
Noonday Creek and
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--- 18 --six miles, serving two mills, and ending in two miles of
wooden railes track. Grant pulled out of this area in 1923
due to flood damage to the tramway and mills.
Robin's Tramway, Gauge unknown.
The Parliamentary Report on the extension of the
V.R.'s 5'3" gauge line from Forrest to Barramunga states that
in 1904 Mr. E.Robins was sending about 60 tons of sawn timber
a week over a wooden railed timber tramway from his mill to the
station. It cost Mr.Robins about £100 - £150 a mile to extend
his line. Nothing further is known of this line.
Hayden's Tramway, Barwon Downs; 3'6" gauge
Mr. Hayden operated a fairly extensive system of
tramways. The Eastern line went up the left branch of Callahan's
Creek for about eight miles, and served three mills. The west¬
ern line went from the Barwon railway station for about three
miles, to one mile below the junction of Mackie Creek and
Seymour Creek, before branching. The eastern branch ran up
the Mackie Creek for about five miles and terminated at a mill.
The western branch went up Newcomes Spur, between Seymour and
King Creek for about five miles to a mill, thence onto the
divide where it branched. One branch went south to Curtis
Clearing, and dropped via an incline into the western head
of the Cumberland River. The other branch dropped slowly into
the head of the Cumberland River, thence by a series of inclines
into the river bed and west along it for about three miles.
It is of note that the first movement of logs
by tractor to a tramway was done here in 1938, using one of
the first Caterpillar tractors.
Hayden's tramways were originally horse
operated, later a steam locomotive was used. From about
1930 Fordson powered Trail tractors, and a conventional
four wheeled tractor were in use. It is possible that the
locomotive still remains in the bush, as Hayden removed
portion of the main line before the locomotive could be
removed. This locomotive is also thought to be the one
referred to in a news item of 1936 regarding a locomotive
falling off a trestle bridge at Barwon Downs. Nothing else
is known of this locomotive. If the locomotives named
"Westward Ho" at Brittannia Ck. and Forrest were different
engines, it is perhaps possible that Hayden's engine was
the "Westward Ho" that previously worked on Sanderson's
tramway. However noForevidence
has yet been found to support
reproduction, please contact the Society
this theory.
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"Trail" tractor, with Fordson
kerosene engine, on Henry's
Mt. Sabine - Carisbrook Ck.
line. About 1940.
Photo: - W. Henry.

No. 1 Mill on Henry's
tramway, circa 1920,
showing three-way point
and Hunslet loco.
Photo:- W. Henry.
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"Tom Cue", at Forrest. Photo:- L. Gordon

"Trail" tractor on Hayden's tramway, circa 1937.
Photo:- W. Henry.
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--- 21 --The Forrest -Barwon Downs Tramways Today.
Today the tramways of Forrest are no more.
The sole survivor in the area, and indeed in Victoria,
of a running timber tramway is from Hayden's Mill to
the site of Barwon station, a distance of about half
a mile.
At the mill, whenever a load of timber is required
to be moved, a horse sets off with two or three of
the remaining nine timber wagons, passes the remains
of the small traverser which once served the drying
sheds, passes the storage siding; and sets off on a
down grade, on old and corroded track, out of the
mill precincts and onto the "mainline".
At the terminus there is one siding, then the line
veers off to round a bend onto the loading gantry,
which is about three feet off the ground. The track
on this is well laid cable-tram track with a log
as a buffer-stop. The old V.R. 6 ton crane is in
use for loading the timber onto road vehicles.
Of the rest there is very little. The West Barwon
Dam covers most of Grant's earlier tramway. The
western-most tramway to Barramunga, which followed
the ridge can still be traced in parts. At the site
of his mill is a Ronaldson & Tippet single-cylinder
steam engine still on sleds.
At Mt.Sabine all that remains are earthworks together
with one rusted boiler, Henry's main line is very
overgrown, but can be picked up in a few spots.
However, despite a long search by the author and
friend, no trace of the tunnels could be found.
The V.R.'s Birregurra - Forrest line is very easy
to pick up, but soon all bridges are to be dis¬
mantled, thus helping to destroy the railway history
of Forrest.

SIDRODROMARCHEOLOGISTS!
Have you discovered the remains of a pre¬
viously unknown tramway? Send a report to the
Editor, so that Victoria's and Tasmania's railway
for Resale
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history will beNotwell
documented.
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Locomotives & Tractors used on
Forrest-Barwon Downs Area.
Date in
Wheel
Builder,
Arrang't. Builder's
service
& Type.
No.& date.

the Tramways of the

D'wheel Remarks
Cylinders, diam.
diam.,
&
stroke
W.R.HENRY'S TRAMWAY. 3'6" Gauge.

1' 2"
OC.
Believed
1909
built in
About
Sth.Aust.
6 x 8"
about
1889
Hunslet
0-4-0ST
1912
IC.
1100 of
1911
Not
"Trail"
Donaldson
?
?
very
tractor
Foundaries
success
6 d.whls, Melbourne.
ful.
Fordson
Engine.
"Trail"
Ex
?
?
?
tractor
Heyden,
Fordson
Barwon.
Engine
?
"Trail"
?
Y
tractor
Fordson
Engine
Mail
Flyer
?
?
trolley
Precision
4whls.
600CC.
"Big
Turn"
Engine.
SANDERSONS TRAMWAY, 5'3" Gauge
5'
2-4-0ST
Slaughter
1904
IC.
ex V.R.
Grunning,
16x18"
"L"
410 of
class
1860
The two engine units of the V.R.s Rowan Cars
were also purchased,and were used as logging winches
It seems possible these may have been used as
locomotives in early years.

0-4-0WT
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Wheel
Arrang't
& Type.

Builder,
Builder's
No.& date.

SANDERSON'S
2-4-0T
Fowler
2-4-0T

Fowler ?

0-6-0ST

Hudswell
Clarke.
378 of
1891
Baldwin
Clayton

0-4-0

ST

0-4-0

Cylin¬
ders,
diam.,
&
stroke
TRAMWAY, 3' 6" Gauge,
?
?
Date in
service

?
About
1901 ?

?
OC.
About
8 x 16"

?

?

?

?

D'whl.; Remarks
diam.
&
stroke
?

Named
"Parrot"
?
Named
"Westward
Ho" ?
About
Named
1'10" "Tom
Cue"
?
?

Vertical

boiler

Several T rail tractors were also used.
HEYDEN'S TRAMWAY, 3'6" Gauge.
Steam
?
?
?
loco.
4 whl.
?
?
?
tractor

Conventional
type.

Several "Trail" tractors were used, one of which was
sold to W.R.Henry.
Detailsofthe origin and disposal of these locotives
can be found in the text of the article.
In the "Cylinders" column "OC" means-Outside Cylinders,
and "IC." means inside cylinders.
Acknowledgements: -In the preparation of the Forrest
article information was supplied by:- E.G.Stuckey,
G.Maynard, L.Marshall-Wood, J.Matthews, L.Poole, and
W.Henry; whom the Author thanks.
Information was obtained from the following news¬
papers:- Colac Herald,1897-1940;Winchelsea and
Biregurra Times,1904-1909; Winchelsea Ensign Mercury ,1918-1922.
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--- 25 --LETTERS:
Mr. A. Lyell writes:- Thank you for sending me the Spring
issue. Its very heartening to know that there are still some
people putting in some hard work in research instead of
running a tourist agency.
As you rightly stress the need for
accuracy, I have a few criticisms. I have, in addition,
included any further information that I have.
TRAMWAYS OF THE WONTHAGGI DISTRICT:The following additions to Mr.Wilson's article are suggested:(i) In 1870 the Victorian Government offered a bonus of
£5,000 for the delivery in Melbourne of 5,000 tons of Vic¬
torian black coal. As a result, the Western Port Coal Company
built a 3'6" gauge wooden tramway from its mine at Kilcunda
to Griffiths Point (San Remo). The Geological Survey Progress
Reports (1876) mentions that the Company had eight horses,
20 wagons, and employed three drivers and eight men keeping
the track in order, materials for track repairs costing £2
weekly.
In 1882 The Western Port Coal Co. offered to supply
the Government with 50,000 tons in lots of not less than
500 tons at 10/- a ton at pit mouth. The offer was accepted,
but after the Company had raised 2,000 tons the contract
was cancelled on account of the difficulty of transport.
The Company was obliged to spend the remaining capital on
the construction of a steel tramway and loading gear at
San Remo, at a cost of £30,000. The rails for the tramway
were loaned to the Company by the Government.
The locomotive was ex Tasmanian Main Line Co. No.14
(1st) - a Nielson 0-4-2, Builder's No. 2369 of 1878.
According to evidence at the 1890 Royal Commission on Coal
the engine was "too heavy, and not the right build".
Another witness said that the traffic did not exceed 25 tons
per day. The loco was apparently disposed of after a short
period and the line reverted to horse traction. By 1889 the
line was in bad repair and was virtually impassable. The
Company, however, did not survive that long, as it went
into liquidation in 1884.
(ii) In 1888 Nathaniel Levi obtained the passage of a
Private Bill - The Cape Patterson & Kilcunda Junction Rail¬
way Act. This is the authorization mentioned by Mr.Wilson,
but it crops up again twice at two yearly intervals as the
C.P.&.K.J. Railway Amendment Act - in each case merely to
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the line was £18-19,000. After the second Amendment Act
no more was heard of the proposal.

(iii) The rails from the San Remo - Kilcunda line were sold
by the Government in October 1897 to the Great Victoria
Colliery Company to build a 5'3" gauge line from Queensferry
jetty to the foot of the Bass ranges near the present
Woolamai station, from which point a 50 chain self-acting
incline connected with the Company's mine in a Gully on the
northern slope of Steenholdt's Hill. The track was laid
from the jetty for a distance of about five miles, but the
Company went into liqidation in 1899, before completion of
the line (or the production of any coal!).
The Company had purchased Launceston & Western Railway
No.1 - 4-4-OT built by Robert Stephenson (Builder's No.1914 of
1870). This lay derelict near the Grantville Road until after
the completion of the Wonthaggi line, when it was hauled
to the railway,and towed to Kelly & Lewis (then located, I
believe, in Little Bourke Street) who reconditioned it, and
despatched it to South Australia, to the contracting firm
of Smith & Timms, who used it on the construction of the
Angaston line. After the completion of the job it was
purchased by the S.A.R., who numbered it "O" 2O4. It was
scrapped in 1929.
(iv) The short tramway shown at Steenholdt's Hill connected
a small coal mine with the road. This mine, which closed
during 1966 has been operated in recent years by Mabilla
Bros, of Kilcunda. I understand that they re-opened it about
12 years ago after it had been abandoned for some years.
There are no traces of the tramway left.
THE WALHALLA MINING TRAMWAYS:I will start off by being critical of a couple of points
in Mark's Walhalla article, and then try to add some further
information.
First, may I suggest that overburden is not the correct term
to use in relation to underground mines. It is only used
in connection with open-cut mining, when its meaning is self
evident. Also a single ended horizontal tunnel is an "adit"
not an "aidit."
The Bagnall loco operated by the Long Tunnel Extended did not
ever go to the Hume Weir Job. In 1917 it was working on the
Glenelg Breakwater For
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Government in August 1922. Together with a Kerr Stuart 0-4-2
(Builder's No.742) ex the Silver Spray mine at Zeehan, it
operated on a four mile seven chain tramway owned by the
Irrigation Commission between the river landing at Cobdogla
on the Murray, and Hume Bros, (later Hume Pipe Co.) pipe
works at Loveday. From 1923 it lay in the yard of the Cobdogla
pumping station until 1947 when it was offered for sale. It is
now preserved at Barmerah. No.1 - the Kerr Stuart, was shipped
by river steamer to Redcliffs (Vic) where it is now preserved
after many years work hauling coal from the railway station
to the pumping plant.
Incidentally, the Bagnall operated at Walhalla on
the east side of the valley, the incline terminating
approximately opposite the site of the State Battery, and
as the boilers and main shaft of the Extended were located
in a chamber 920' from the mouth of the adit all mining
timbers and firewood had to be stored outside and taken in
as required.
I feel that the description of the "Poverty
Point" bridge as being open deck is misleading. After all,
it was a horse tramway, and I have yet to see a horse that
could pace it out over sleepers! When I first visited the
bridge in December 1930 most of the decking was intact,and
a photo taken on a later visit in (I think) Jan.1936 shows
solid decking with a few gaps, none of which were wide enough
to worry about crossing.
In conclusion I would like to suggest that the
problem about how the incline crossed the tramway at Long¬
fellow's is not very difficult - I doubt that both were in
use at the one time. The map from which the sketch was taken
is partly compiled from a variety of plans of the various
parties and companies who worked the lease, some of the
workings dating back to 1866. However that is only a theory,
as it is a good many years since I visited Longfellow's

Mr.L.Poole writes, regarding the Walhalla steam
loco,:- W.G.Bagnall's No .1801 of 1906, 2' gauge.
This was a small saddle tank of 0-4-0 wheel arrange¬
ment, supplied new by the builders to Messrs.
Mussabin & Co.
It is not known to the writer what became of the
engine after the closing of the Walhalla mine
tunnels, but in the A.R.H.S. "Bulletin" No ,161
of March 1951 Notthere
is mention of this engine
for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

--- 28 --being in the possession of Messrs.Stone & Siddeley Ltd. in 1917, and of it being used on the
construction of the Glenelg pier, South Austra¬
lia, at this time.
In 1921 it went to the firm of Forwood,Down
& Co., of Adelaide,(Metal Merchants ?) who sold
it to the South Australian Govt. in August 1922,
who sent it to Cobdogla, for use on the line to
the Hume Pipe works on the River Murray. The pipe
works closed in February 1923, and the loco was
left standing until 1959 at the Cobdogla pumping
station, although sold to a Mr.W.G.Woolmer, who
was unable to move the engine.
In 1959 it was set up in a children's play¬
ground at Barmera and is still there.
LIST OF LOCOMOTIVES OF THE PRIVATE RAILWAYS
OF VICTORIA.
Some years ago Jim Wells prepared for the A.R.H.S.
a tentative list of the locomotives of the private
railways of Victoria. The V.L.R.R.S. has now come
to an agreement with the A.R.H.S. to prepare for
publication an amended and expanded version of
this list. When this is ready, possibly late this
year, the list will be published in booklet form
under the names of the two Societies. If you
have any comments to make on how you think the
list should be presented, or on the amount of
information about each loco you think should be
included, we would be glad to hear from you. If
you have any information you think might be of
use in this list, we would also be pleased to
hear from you. We are particularly anxious to obtain
information about tractors used on Victorian timber
tramways, and we also wish to obtain the Builder's
Nos. and dates of the Ruston-Hornsby diesel locos
used by Cheetham Salt Ltd. Send any information
or comments to M.Plummer,
18 Mc.Whae Ave.,
Rippon Lea,Vic.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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73 YEAR-OLD LOCOMOTIVE RESIDES IN MELBOURNE
By M.Plummer.

Many members may remember an 0-4-2T locomotive
being displayed at the P.B.P.S. fund-raising fair in
October I960, but may not know anything about it.
Although it never worked on a line in Victoria it has
resided at the warehouse of Miller & Co. (Machinery)
Pty.Ltd. 27 Queens Bridge Street, South Melbourne
since the 1st. of May 1924. It was built by J. Fowler
& Co. Leeds, England in 1893.
SPECIFICATICNS:Cylinders:-6"diam.9" stroke. Water tanks: 4' 6" long,
Driving wheel diam.:- 1'8"
3'
deep, 1' wide.
Trailing wheel diam.:-1'2"
Firebox, outside measWheel tread:2-1/2"
urements:-3'4" long,
Boiler:-5' long, 2' diam..
2'6" wide. Inside
40 brass tubes1-3/4"diam..
measurements:-2'7"
Wrought iron platform at
long,1'11"wide,3'3"
rear (footplate) 6' long
high.
8' 6" wide.
Boiler pressure:Weight:-6-1/2tons.
180
lbs.p.s.i.
will haul 36.5 tons on 1 in 100 grade,21.5 tons on 1 in
50, and 10.5 tons on 1 in 25.
This engine was unusual in that the cylinders drove
a jack-shaft, which drove the driving wheels through
vertical coupling rods. The engine was similar in
this respect to "Parrot" on Sanderson's Forrest
Barramunga line . It is not known from where the
locomotive came, nor is the builder's number known.
Narrow-Gauge Mountains and Pacifies _are working
Less than 300 miles from Melbourne!
The Tasmanian Railways still has H class 4-8-2's
and M class 4-6-2' s in operation on its highly
efficient system. Indeed H classes are still under¬
going major overhauls. For latest news on the steam
situation in Tasmania we can recommend 'Tasmanian
Rail News'published monthly,annual subscription $1-50.
Subs.should be sent to-Mr.A.T.Ryan, 91 Parker St.,
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
Devenport, Tasmania.

--- 30 ---

OUR NEXT RESEARCH PROJECT - The South Western Area.
(from the Secretary).
For the next three months we have decided to con¬
centrate on the area south of the Winchelsea
Terang Railway line, east of the Timboon line,and
west of the old Wensleydale line. This area includes
such lines as the Dean's Marsh to Benwerrin colliery
line, reputed to have had an ex-V.R. locomotive, and
the Apollo Bay timber tramway which is reputed to
have owned steam locomotives 100 years ago. There
were also tractor operated lines, like the Cobden to
South Purrumbete line which operated in the 1920's,
and Marchbank's Mill line from Pile Siding on the
Beech Forrest-Crowes line, We know of many steel or
wooden-railed horse drawn lines, perhaps some of
these had locomotives or home-made tractors.
If you have any information, no matter how
trifling, on any private lines in this practically
untouched area, please send them to Mr.John Matthews,
24 Murchison Street, East St.Kilda,Vic.
John has volunteered to collate all information
sent to him,and will write an article for publication
in a later issue of "Light Railways." John is very
able to write on this area as he has spent the last
six years in making a historical film of the ColacCrowes narrow-gauge line, and in gathering infor¬
mation he has been through local newspapers,inter¬
viewed local people, and has done much film work
on the line and surrounding areas.
Please send in any information, even though you
might not consider it important. It could be just
the lead we need. If you would like to participate
in hikes along the old lines, or help us to go
through newspaper files also write to John.
Remember that the Forrest article was done by
many members contributing information, much of it
conflicting, but after being sorted out and checked
we were able to publish fairly comprehensive articles
on these lines.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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The Society's First Film Night. Dec.2nd,1966.
Society business took about five minutes,to
complete, and for the rest of the meeting films of
light railway interest were shown. Lines covered were
a varied selection, including Cairns-Kuranda,DarwinLarrimah,Croydon-Normanton,Weeaproinah,Powelltown,
Tyers Valley,Rubicon-Royston,remains of the ZeehanNorth East Dundas tramway, a spectacular film of a
cable-haulage line in western Tasmania, and others.
About 60 people attended, and all seemed to
be well satisfied. Congratulations must go to J.Matthews
P.Dodd,G.Maynard, and A.Hutchins for the excellent
presentation,projector co-ordination, and the high
standard of the films.
It is hoped that another film night will
be held in March or April.

The Narrow Gauge Railway Society (England)
This Society is not very well known in
Australia. It is interested in narrow-gauge railways
throughout the world, A bi-monthly news sheet is
published giving latest news on British narrow-gauge
lines, public and industrial, together with news on
overseas lines whether they be in Bulgaria or North
Borneo, the U.S.A. or Victoria. In addition members
receive a very well produced quarterly magazine,with
many illustrations, and with very varied contents.
Recent articles have been about the East Broad Top,
(U.S.A.),South African sugar trams, early petrolelectric locomotives, railways of Formosa,Baldwin
narrow gauge locomotives,Hudswell-Clarke locos,
American narrow-gauge locomotives with oscillating
cylinders, and many others. In addition many high
quality scale drawings are published in the magazine.
Considering the quality of the magazine,which is offset
printed, and the interesting contents the subscription
is most reasonable-£1-1-0 ($2-62 Aust.).
Enquiries to- Mr.M.Swift,47 Birchington Ave.,
Birchcliffe,Huddersfield,England. Alternatively,
further details can be obtained from the Editor of
"Light Railways."
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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TRAIN NOTICE.

Feb.,Saturday 11th, Timboon. (A.R.E.).
"
" 25th,Ballarat North, Redan,
and Eureka. (A.R.H.S.)
March,Fri.l0th/Mon.l3th, Carpolac,Balmoral,Coleraine,
Casterton.Portland/Warrnambool. (A.R.H.S.)
April,Sat.8th.,
Waubra
(V.S.R.C.A.)
"
" 15th, Stratford
(A.R.E.)
"
" 22nd, Destination to be determined,
(A.R.H.S.)
For further information concerning these trips
ring the Editor, 83-5873.

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
and completeness of articles published in "Light
Railways", we cannot be sure that errors have not
crept in. Additional information is being uncovered
all the time, and this often proves that the history
of tramways and locomotives was in fact quite
different to that which was previously believed to
be true.
If readers see any errors in articles, or are able
to add additional information, we would be very
much indebted if they would forward this information
in writing, to the Editor. All corrections and
additional information will be published in the
magazine. Without your co-operation in doing this
we will be unable to accurately record the history
of Victoria's light railways.
The Editor would also be pleased to receive more
articles, notes or news items for publication
in the magazine.
Oppinions expressed in articles or letters are
not necessarily those of the Society.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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The front cover shows an ex- Victorian Railways
Rowan car hauling sawn timber on Sanderson's
Tramway, Forrest. Based on a recently found photo¬
graph and drawn by John Thompson.
Due to pressure of University studies our Treasurer;
and foundation member, Geoff Gardner has found it
necessary to resign from his office. His work for
the Society has been considerable, particularly
over the last six months when membership grow so
spectacularly. Council has appointed John Prideaux
to act as Treasurer until the next Annual Meeting.
<-s
THE VICTORIAN LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY
Annual Subscription dating from June 1st. 1967
is $1-00,
Council.
President/Magazine Editor:-Frank Stamford,
9 McGregor St., Canterbury.(83-5873).
Vice President:- Geoff. Maynard,
"Nayook." Bungalook Rd., Bayswater. (72-9-2405).
Secretary:- Mark Plummer,
18 Mc.Whae Ave., Rippon Lea. (53-6794).
Treasurer:- John Prideaux,
2 Emmaline St., Northcote. (48-4280).
Back Numbers:- Copies of the last issue, Summer
1966-67 are available from the Editor, at 20 cents
each, plus postage.
NEWS, NOTES & COMMENTS, Now on page 25. This change
enables us to give more up-to-date information.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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By - Hugh Richards.

(From the Victorian Railways Magazine,Feb.1928).
Powelltown swelters under a blazing summer
sun. The gums on the slopes of the surrounding ranges
are masses of bright,dry green, streaked with the
slim, straight whitenesses of the trunks. The big
tin roof of the sawmill shimmers with reflected heat.
Black smoke ascends sluggishly from the tall chimney
stack. Dust - hot dust - lifts from your feet as
you walk.
And eternally the drone of the sawmill rises
and falls, monotonous and persistent as the heat.
Shunting trucks of timber from the sawmill
platform, the squat little engine with the enormous
stack whistles with the assurance of an A2. You dis¬
turb the swarm of flies enveloping you and study your
watch. The young foreman beside you answers your
thoughts.
"She'll be leaving inside half an hour,"
he says. "I suppose there'll be ten logs for her to
bring in. About nine to ten miles out she goes.
Climbs all the way there."
"Will it be any cooler?" You jerk a thumb
towards the ranges, flick some of the flies irritably
from your face and wave them on the foreman.
The foreman waves them back to you. "When
you get in amongst the trees and over the creeks, it
will. That is," he grins,"if you don't run into a
bashfire."
You moisten your lips and survey the
sprawling ranges anxiously. Not the slightest sign
of fire, not even a solitary wisp of blue smoke
anywhere. All the same, this heat....
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"We make three trips for logs every day,"
continues the foreman casually.
"That gives us, say, 30 logs to slice and stack
daily - 20,000 super feet of timber. Our tram line
takes it to Yarra Junction, and from there it's railed
to Melbourne."
The shade of the mill is not much cooler than
the glare of the sun, but it looks cooler. Under the
hot tin shelter, you watch the flashing, revolving
saws slicing through the slabs of hardwood, and listen
to the drone of their unchanging dirge.
All Mountain Ash.
"Hard wood and good wood," the foreman shouts.
"Mountain ash we handle here. It's used for interior
building structures, motor bodies and the like. When
it is seasoned and polished, they call it Australian
Oak. It makes fine furniture. We season about 10 to
15 per cent.
Machinery does most of the lifting and hand¬
ling in the Powelltown sawmill. Lanky iron arms roll
the logs into proper position under the big saws.
Mechanical conveyors trundle the flitches under the
smaller saws and slide the scantlings to the stackers.
Sawdust travels in thick masses along ascending run¬
ways to the furnaces. Underneath the false flooring
huge machinery throbs and pounds.
At the roaring
a stoker juggles huge
merciless rays of the
overpowering burst of
very air is on fire.

furnaces by the three boilers,
pieces of firewood. Even the
sun are prefereable to the
heat from the furnaces. The

And, under the sun-drenched tin roof, the
saws drone and drone....
But the log train is ready for its climb
into the heart of the hills. The engine is drawn
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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up at the head of a long row of low, open trolleys each merely a bare framework on four sturdy wheels.
You perch yourself on the front of the leading trol¬
ley, shift your feet clear of the uncovered wheels
and wave farewell to the foreman. Immediately in
front of you is the stolid rear of the engine, top¬
ped by an immense stack of firewood,
The whistle shrieks. The train shakes
itself into movement. The wheels beneath you bump
forward. Couplings clank the whole length of the
train. Grinding and jolting on the light, narrowgauge rails, the train climbs and winds out of the
yards, whistles as it labours across Powelltown's
main street, and determinidely sets its snorting nose
at the steep ranges.
Fainter and fainter sounds the omni¬
present whining drone of the sawmill
Fainter
and fainter
Rusty rail, wooden sleepers and rough
tracks slither under the wheels of the engine and
slide beneath your feet. Pungent smoke whisps around
the blackened roof of the cab. It is a stiff climb
and a hard pull for the little locomotive.
On either hand, the steep slopes of the
ranges sweep to the blue, unclouded sky. Thousands of
bare tree trunks stand like soldiers on parade.
Foliage has not yet freshened all the ravages of the
bushfires which, a year or so ago, ringed Powelltown
in a circle of raging flames. But a young generation
of green saplings is springing up.
Onward and Upward.
Twisting across a high trestle bridge,
the train turns to the left. A hundred feet or so
below in the valley lie ugly looking rocks. The line
disappears between high narrow banks, which almost
brush the sides of the swaying engine.
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Onward and upward....Clanking of piston rods
....Grinding and bumping of wheels ...
A bronzed giant in a flannel shirt, belted
trousers and two days growth of whiskers backs off
the engine and swings himself on to the front of
the trolley beside you.
"Slow enough, isn't it?" he says. "We'll
show you some speed coming back, though. You see,
we leave these trolleys with the other engine at
the top, and pick up the logs which are waiting for
us on the trolleys we left there the other day.
Follow me?"
"Now, its a run downhill all the way after
we've topped the range coming back, so this engine
just pushes the logs in front of it until we're on
the slope and gives us a shove off. My cobber and
I - there's only two of us travel on the logs hang on to the moving trolleys and brake them as
they gather speed. We get up to thirty miles an
hour coming down. Coast right into the mill almost.
"Dangerous?" He laughs. "Safe as houses.
They might get away from us of course. But then
we'd just jump off. We did lose four heavy logs
a week or so ago. They came round one turn hellfor-leather, beat the brakes, and we had to let
'em go. Sixty miles an hour or more they must
have been travelling when they jumped the rails
and crashed into the valley. Some row they made,
too. Bad as France again.
Through the Tunnel.
"And here we are at the tunnel."
Cold air swirls out of a black, square
opening in the mountainside, right ahead. Plung¬
ing into the gloom and coolness, the engine
squeezes past the entrance to the tunnel, seeming
to scrape the roof and sides. There is noise and
tumult. Echoes are
flungplease
from
rails
to roof.
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Light dims and grows dimmer. Behind, the square which
engulfed the train has changed to an eye of blinding
sunshine glaring into the blackness. Further and fur¬
ther into the bowels of the mountain
"Thousand feet long!" screams a voice in your
ear. Faintly the invisible engine begins to take shape
once more. Light struggles round it and filters
through the smoke beating against the low roof of the
tunnel. Then abruptly the engine has burst into the
open and the heat again.
There is a dip and a slope outside the tunnel.
With increased speed, the train rumbles around a curve
and ventures over a gurgling creek which splashes be¬
tween green ferns.
"Looks cooler here," says the timber man, "but
we want a fall of rain to make things quite safe from
bush fires. Anyhow, I'd rather have summer conditions
than winter. Coming home hot and drenched with pers¬
piration is a damn sight better than coming home cold
to the bone and drenched with rain."
He shakes his head decisively and, with a sud¬
den "We're here!" leaps to the ground to overhaul and
pass the engine in half-a-dozen long easy strides.
In a cool,wooded glade, the train halts, hes¬
itatingly, doubtfully. You jump down and stretch your
legs in the shade of the silent, towering gums. The
sound of an axe meeting hardwood somewhere to the
left is the only sound that issues from the dense
jungle.
There is a siding on the right of the log train,
a siding loaded with ten huge logs on low trolleys
and strung together heavily behind another locomotive.
The Return Journey.
Seven or eight timber-fellers materialize from
the trees. Axes are dropped as the engine-driver
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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cheerfully flourishes a packet of letters and a
bundle of newspapers.
"Got a good load for you today, Jim," says a
bare-shouldered axeman, whose rippling muscles
threaten to split the dark skin of his upper arms.
"Ten snifters! Eh? No, no fires yet. Still they'll
come if it doesn't rain. And of course it won't. One
shower'd be enough, too. Just one."
He squints up at the hot sky and glaring sun,
shrugs his shoulders resignedly and fills his pipe.
With a minimum of effort the empty trolleys
are kicked behind the local engine, ready for to¬
morrow's trees. The Powelltown locomotive shoulders
its way behind the ten patient logs. Two men pass
slowly along the line of trolleys and their tremend¬
ous burdens, adjusting the wooden brake blocks, tug¬
ging, pushing and testing.
"Better sit on the end of this last log,"
your recent friend advises. "Make yourself comfort¬
able, but hang on when we start in earnest. And
mind the roll; there's three or four inches of play
allowed for each log."
You seat yourself on the smooth rounded trunk,
dangling you legs over one side. There is nothing
which you can grasp for security except one of the
links in the stout chain which shackles the log to
the low trolley. And you can only jamb one finger
through that. However
The two brakemen have clambered on to the
leading logs. One of them waves his hand. The engine
whistles and pushes forward. The heavy logs are
thrust into motion.
Things are quite comfortable at first.
True, the log shakes and strains and trembles
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and slips and groans and gives every promise of break¬
ing at any moment from its chains. And certainly it
has a disconcerting habit of slithering backward and
forward as it negotiates curves at the rear of its
nine brothers. But, with the reliable old engine puff¬
ing confidently behind you, and the speed of the sway¬
ing logs a mere fifteen miles an hour or so, there is
no cause for alarm, or even apprehension.
Why, there is one of the brakemen walking along
the logs as they lumber through the thick scrub and
thread their way ponderously between the trees, pass¬
ing from one moving log to the next as casually as
though he were walking down Collins Street.
Through the tunnel once more, however, and the
engine uncouples and falls back to follow at its re¬
stricted speed limit.
"Hang on!" bawls the nearest brakeman.
You refrain from the obvious reply and sit more
rigidly. Dipping, the logs pitch clumsily down the
grade. Staggering, they rock with gathering speed
around a curve. They plunge awkwardly down hill
swayed by their weight and rolling under the chains.
Perched on the end, with your legs braced firmly
against the side of the huge, trembling log, one
hand flattened firmly along the surface, and one
finger of the other twisted through the imprisoning
chain, you endure the jarring and shaking with an
assumption of calmness.
Another curve jerks the length of each log in
turn and sways your seat back three or four inches.
It seems like three or four feet. The chain is
forced back and jambs your finger. Painfully you
readjust the crushed digit and slip it into the next
link. Playfully the log straightens and, slithering
back, nips your finger a second time.
One of those
trestle bridges - much narrower
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than when you climbed it an hour ago - trembles under
the clamourous passage of the great logs. Your legs
are swinging a hundred feet or more above some very
solid-looking ground and rocks. Extremely solid look¬
ing. You lean back a trifle. And you recollect that
if you had eyes in the back of your head they would
witness the same inspiring spectacle, the same lofty
drop and the same solid-looking rocks behind you. So
you sit bolt upright.
Those trees are flashing past pretty quickly.
Thirty miles an hour or thirty-five? That fellow said
they had once gone as fast as sixty miles. That time,
though, they had to jump off because the logs had got
away from the brakes.
Mechanically you measure the distance between
your helpless feet and the rough track whisking away
beneath. Of course, it could be done. But suppose
they shouted to you to jump off when they were in the
middle of another trestle bridge?
Your disturbed reflections are rudely inter¬
rupted by a gust of wind which plucks suddenly at
your hat. You effect a smart rescue, and blink off
the blue clouds of thick smoke which rise from the
tortured wooden brake blocks to envelop the log from
end to end. Dimly, as in a fog, you glimpse one of
the brakemen hauling desperately at a brake lever in
front of him. You can't see the other man. No doubt
he has fallen off
The influence of those sturdy brakes is being
felt now, however. Speed slackens. The acrid smoke
abates. Gingerly you shift your position. There is
nothing soft about a fresh felled log.
Another trestle bridge rumbles sonorously.
You avert your gaze and glance along the logs. No
sense in looking down at the drop below. You are re¬
lieved to observe that the front brakeman has not
fallen off. He'sNot yes, he has just taken his hat
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off to scratch the back of his head.

Swinging to the right, the logs sweep through
a cutting, curve round a sandy embankment, "brush
past overhanging bushes and stagger to a standstill
within sight of the nearest houses of Powelltown. The
brakemen walk leisurely back to where you are sitting,
assessing bruises and nursing a black finger-nail.
"Good run, eh?" says one."We've got to wait
now for the engine to catch up. There's a bit of a
rise just here. Only a quarter of a mile or so to go
and we'll be back at the mill."
"Why, listen."
Like the distant buzz of angry wasps, the
eternal drone of the Powelltown sawmill floats
towards us. And a red sun is sinking behind the
tips of the tallest gum trees.

ENTERPISE SAWMILLS TRAMWAY

By-E.G.Stuckey.

This tramway, which was about 3' gauge, ran from
Cement Ck. mill around the side of Mt.Donna Buang to
the Lead at Rocky Ck. It continued as a cable-haul¬
age, on grades up to 1 in 3 to Warburton. The upper
section of about three miles was steel railed and
operated by a tractor. This unit was unusual in that
it was mounted on two log bogies, probably chain
driven.
For latest news of the Tasmanian Government Railways
read Tasmanian Rail News, published six times a year
Subscription $l-50. Send to- Mr.A.T.Ryan, 91 Parker
Street, Devenport, Tasmania.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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TRAMWAYS OF THE FORREST BARWON DOWNS AREA.

By-M.Plummer.

(The following additional information concerning
Hayden's and Henry's tramways has been found since
the publication of the article in the last issue.
Additional information on Sanderson's tramway, re¬
garding the use of ex V.R. Rowan cars and an "L"
class locomotive is still being investigated, and
it is hoped to give more details in the Winter
issue.)
Hayden's Tramway,Barwon Downs:3'6" gauge.
The Otways were thrown open to sawmillers
in the 1890's and this saw the advent of the two
sawmilling firms, Hayden Bros. and Anderson-Mackie
& Co. The Haydens arrived in 1896 and for two years
timber was taken to the station by bullock team
from a mill near Mt.Cowley. When the timber was cut
out, the mill was moved to a site six miles from
Barwon Downs. From the mill a wooden railed horse
drawn tram to the station was built. About 1905
Hayden's built a mill on Callahan's Creek and laid
a steel railed line to Barwon.
On this line ran an 0-4-0ST Baldwin steam
tram motor which was bought from the Electric Sup¬
ply Company of Victoria - who used it on the
Bendigo tramways - in about 1906. It was one of
five Baldwins and three nearly identical Phoenix
motors that ran at Bendigo. (Baldwin B/Nos.12,241-5
of 1891, Phoenix B/Nos. 315-7 of 1892).
Hayden's motor was converted from 4'8-1/2"
to 3'6" gauge by Browns of Geelong, an operation
which was carried out on at least three of the
Bendigo motors for use on other tramways.
About 1919 Hayden built yet another line,
which was too steep for the loco, which was then
sold for use inNotthe
Hume Reservoir construction.
for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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The new line ran along Seymour Creek and Newcomes Spur, connecting with Mackie's horse trams and
inclines. Hayden used horses for about 9-10 years,
and then purchased two Trail tractors. These were
later joined by a four wheeled tractor built by Day
& Sons, which was not as successful as the Trails.
About 1936 the Day tractor fell through a
bridge, the driver being killed. This tractor was
later sold. One of the Trails was abandoned at Cur¬
tis Clearing and later scrapped. The other, a 32 h.p.
model, was sold to Henry.
The line was closed about 1938, when a large
flood came up Callahan's Creek and damaged the
tramway, tearing out all the 44 bridges along the
creek. Heaps of sleepers and stringers remained
until being burnt in the fires of 1939.
Henry's Tramway, Forrest: 3'6" gauge.
There is not much to add, except that the
Donaldson tractor was abandoned at the Nettle Creek
Mill (southernmost mill), and is possibly still
there.
Controversy is raging over Hayden's 0-4-0WT
(Beyer Peacock ?) No.7, and readers will find fur¬
ther details of this loco in the "Letters" section
of this issue.
To help those trying to put the lines on the
Lands Department Maps, and/or find the tunnels, the
following points may be useful:(1). Noonday and Monday Creeks are one and the
same.
(2). The
by going along
lang Road.
(3). The
from No.l Mill

long tunnel can possibly be reached
a track marked "No.l Road" off Kanashort tunnel is two miles upsteam
site.
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The Trail-Fordson Tractor

15.
By - M.Plummer.

Mr. G. F. Sewell, of Footscray, began the
building of Trail tractors about 1928, and built
about twenty until 1932 when his plant was taken
over by Lion Rolling Mills, which is now defunct.
Mr. Sewell's grandson told me Trails were sold all
over Australia, the last two going to Queensland.
Mr. N. E. Wadeson kindly forwarded to me
an extract from the "Colac Herald" 31st.August 1928,
describing the trial run of the Trail, from which
the following summary is presented:"A very interesting and successful demon¬
stration in what is practically a revolution in
sawmill transport was given on the property of
Messrs.Sanderson and Grant, sawmillers, on Wednes¬
day last. A large number of sawmillers and sawmill
representatives from the Otway and Beech Forest
areas were present. [They included] ...Mr.J.Knox
(manager], Mr.Brian (engineer of Weeaproinah mill,
of Petitts' Geelong), Mr.J.Grant(...Barramunga),
Mr. J.Hayden...,Mr.E.Henry,..,Mr. J.Condon (Ferguson
mill),...Mr.Rylan (Ford cars], Mr.G.F.Sewell (of
Sewell Pty. Ltd.], Mr.Frank Trail, and engineer
demonstrators."
"The party left Forrest at about 11 a.m.
and arrived at its destination per Trail Fordson
loco, [sic] about 1 p.m. The run, which was without
incident, augured well for the test, which was
held under conditions that proved its reliability
and efficiency to the most exacting critic. The
line leading from Barramunga to Grant and Sander¬
son's mill traverses many steep cuttings along the
side of the range, persuing a serpentine course
through several miles of dense timber, messmates
and gums, passing beautiful fern gullies and the
many varieties of scrub such as musk hazel, silver
wattle and many forms of eucalyptus indigenous to
the Otway forest."
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

LIGHT RAILWAYS

AUTUMN 1967

16.

"Rain fell about 2 p.m. and the iron rails
became slippery and it was evident that the return
to Forrest with the tractor with its load of 4000 ft.
of timber and a very full complement of passengers
would be a Herculean task. The tractor, however,
drew this load with apparent ease. A demonstration
was also given of shoving this load in front of the
Trail Fordson, over a part of the line, which it
also did without difficulty... All interested unani¬
mously expressed their satisfaction at the result
of the test. That this new form of transport marks
a new era in the sawmilling industry is undoubted.
That it is possible to convey nearly a 12 tons load
over eight miles of rugged mountain country with a
climb of one in sixteen, at the cost of a little
over one tin of power kerosene seems incredible.
This, however, was what, under bad conditions, the
tractor accomplished."
"The Trail Fordson, which weighs about four
tons, consists of a 24 h.p. motor on four wheels
of 8 in. tread, and2-1/2inch flanges. It has three
forward and one reverse gear. The outstanding feat¬
ure of the machine is an attachment of a connecting
shaft from the motor by two universal joints to an
attached bogie and being propelled by rotary move¬
ment. Oppinions were expressed that the tractor
would be universally adopted by the millers, as its
economy of haulage would enable millers to advance
further into the forest for timber. Horse drawn
trucks were costly and slow. The transport, apart
from the cost of fodder, was always an expensive
charge on the mills. Mr.Grant ... was satisfied it
was an essential factor to the sawmilling industry.
An exhibition was also given of using the gears
instead of brakes on the home journey from Barramunga. This was also ... in every way satisfactory,
fulfilling the claims made by the proprietors.
Mr.Frank Trail of New Zealand, sawmiller, and in¬
ventor of the rail applied tractor and Mr.G.Sewell,
manufacturer,of Footscray, are to be congratulated
on the high efficiency,economy and reliability of
the machine..." For reproduction, please contact the Society
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While the writer was forgetting the advent
of the road truck, Mr.Hayden was impressed enough
to purchase two; and Sanderon & Grant used their
example until 1939, when, according to the driver
- Joe Wilson - it was sold to Henry's, who also
purchased one from Hayden Bros. They were used on
Henry's tramway until 1948.
The author wishes to thank the following
people for their help in adding to our knowledge
of the Forrest - Barwon Downs tramways - E.G.Stuckey,
J.Turner, W.Hayden, J.Hayden, W.Henry,E.Henry,
R.P.Sewell, N.Wadeson, R.Wilson, Mrs. J.Wilson.
PORT FAIRY LIGHTHOUSE TRAMWAY.

By- D.Ctercteko.

This tramway supplied a lighthouse - which
was unapproachable by sea - at the mouth of the
Moyne River; it was of a narrow gauge (about 2 ft.)
and is now almost non-existant. Most of the track
has been used to strengthen sea walls or causeways
which block the South-west Passage and line the
river. Some of the chains from the wagons, and rails
were bought by Fletcher-Jones and used to decorate
his Warrnambool factory gardens and his home.
When I was last in Port Fairy (about Sept.
1964) I counted ten small flat wagons, some with
steel chassis and some with wooden chassis. These
were hand-pushed, and may have been horse-drawn in
later years. This information was obtained from my
grandfather who was resident in Port Fairy between
1910 and 1915.
From memory I have drawn the path I assume
the track took, on the map over page.
I hope further research is possible for
this tramway and can suggest the "Port Fairy Gazette"
as a source of information.
Not for Resale - Free download
lrrsa.org.au
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Port Fairy Lighthouse Tramway.

TANJIL BREN TRAMWAY

Notes by - E.G.Stuckey,

Gauge- 3'6"steel railed,owned by Forests Commission
of Victoria,and operated by tractors.
Main line ran three miles up the Tanjil River to
Parta's Mill. There was a sixty chain branch to Strawn's
Mill. Closed by a washout in 1952.
Confirmation of above information would be appreciated.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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REVIEW

"Railroads in the Woods" by John T. Labbe and Vernon Goe. Published by Howell & North 1961.
Price $10.00, Technical Book Shop,Swanston St.,Melb.
That's a lot to pay for a book you say,
but it works out at just over 2 cents each for the
440 photographs therein, and few of us can get them
at that price nowadays.
From the end plates of the spectacular
Baird's Ck. bridge, 1,130-ft. long and 235-ft.
high, in the Cowlitz County near Longview, to the
numerous photographs of each type of geared loco¬
motives the prints are excellent.
Brief but adequate comments on the photo¬
graphs are made and the book is divided into sec¬
tions, covering all aspects of logging by rail in
the U.S.A.
Such oddities as the Baldwin attempts at
geared locomotives, the Gripwheel and incline
haulages are covered.
As the book covers all the U.S.A. no
attempt is made to expound any area or period.
Rather a cover from the beginning to the present
day systems is given.
This book can be recommended as an inter¬
esting and informative addition to your library.
E.G.Stuckey.
Don't let Puffing Billy Die
The continued existence of Victoria's only steam
operated narrow-gauge railway still depends on
volunteer support.
Puffing Billy needs you to help keep steam in
the hills.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

LIGHT RAILWAYS

AUTUMN 1967

20.

LETTERS
Messrs. A.A. &. I.A. Gunsser writeTramways of the Forrest Area, Henry's Tramway.
In reference to the photo of the 0-4-0WT
on page 14 of the Summer issue, the driver of the
locomotive, standing at the back, is Mr. Alex
McLaws who is still alive and living in Geelong
West. At present he is recovering from a broken
leg. In his 80's he is still very alert and more
than interested in your article. Especially the
photo of Henry's No.1 mill with its excellent
illustration of the three-way points. The Hunslet
loco is waiting for the fourth truck to be
loaded with timber.
Mr. McLaws said that your article was so
complete that there was very little he could add,
other than to say that, as the photo shows,
there was no cab on the Hunslet and the funnel
had to be lowered, and he had to sit in a
crouched position going through the tunnel there being only a few inches clearance of the
safety-valve. As Forrest is in a high rainfall
area, be would finish up wet through every
rainy day. Most of Henry's locos were put to¬
gether by Mr. McLaws,who also put the No.4 & 5
Vulcans and the four Hudswell-Clarke locos to¬
gether, when they came to Australian Portland
Cement, Fyansford about 1925.
Mr. E.G.Stuckey writes:Hayden's Tramway, Barwon Downs- It is believed
this tramway crossed the Cumberland River on a
three deck trestle bridge. Each section support¬
ed the one above, across a narrow gorge in the
head of the Cumberland
River.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Mr. M. Swift,(Sec.,Narrow Gauge Rly.Soc.,U.K.)writesVery many thanks for sending on the copy of
Light Railways and your kind comments about the
N.G.R.S. Frankly I an staggered at the interesting
material in your publication, and wonder why I
have never heard of it before.
Tramways of the Forrest Area. Henry's loco. "No.7"
I was most interested in the various lines
described, and particularly in the 0-4-0WT on
Henry's tramway. As you probably know, Aspinall
came to the L.&.Y. in 1886 from one of the Irish
railways, and his first job was to establish the
new loco works at Horwich. The first 18" gauge locos
were DOT, ROBIN, and WREN, BP 2823-2825/1887. These
were 0-4-0 ST's, not well trunks, as was Henry'
loco.
The loco which is exactly similar to Henry's
is DOT (not the same loco as the Horwich DOT), an
18" gauge 0-4-0WT BP 2817/1887. This loco was taken
from Beyer Peacock's works on 3rd.June 1961 for
preservation at the Narrow Gauge Museum, Towyn, on
the Tallylyn Railway. It is reputed by the Birming¬
ham Loco. Club to have been built for the New South
Wales Government, but never delivered. At any rate
it was apparently used on the works tramway at
Beyer-Peacock's Gorton Foundry until about 1930,
when it was shipped off to Disley, near Stockport,
and kept in the garden of a house there occupied by
one of the directors of Beyer Peacock. About 1950
it was returned to Gorton and remained there until
moved to Towyn.
If the information that it was ordered for
N.S.W. is authentic, there would seem to be a poss¬
ibility that the Henry loco was actually built by
BP - probably the loco was built and the order was
cancelled. The dimensions of the BP DOT are cyls.
5" x 6", drivers 1'4-1/2", wheel base 2'9", length
over buffer beams 7'4-1/4", and height over stack 7'4-1/2".
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Mr. L. G. Poole writes:TRAMWAYS OF THE FORREST AREA, Locomotive "No.7" of
Henry's tramway - 0-4-0WT, In recent correspondence with railway friends
in England, the following appears to be the positionBeyer Peacock No.2817 was built by them to 1'8"
gauge, an 0-4-0ST for use in their Gorton Foundry,
and it did not leave England. The number on Henry's
engine, i.e. No.7, was never used on the WallarooMoonta mine lines. Henry's engine was of 2'9" gauge
when working in Moonta, and my good friend Mr. L.
Kingsborough, lately retired from being the S.A.R.
chief draftsman of the Ways and Works department,
in his last letter, mentioned that this engine
( which was known as "The Pig" while in S.A.)
was seen by an old man in that office when Mr.
Kingsborough started work prior to 1914. This old
man told Mr.Kingsborough that he had seen the engine
left lying out in the open behind a shed, and
carrying B.P. plates, with no builders number nor
date.
It is known that a Mr.Smedley came to S.A.
with Mr .Hancock about 1889, and the former could
have had a set of B.P. blueprints of an engine
with him, but there is no evidence that an engine
was built at Wallaroo/Moonta at any time.
Now we come to the key statement from England.
It appears that in 1879, BP built an 0-4-0WT engine
for 2'9" gauge, which was the gauge of the Wallaroo/
Moonta narrow-gauge lines. It appears it was built
for "stock" and not for an order when built, or
for an order and not taken delivery of. It carried
no Builder's Number, and there is not room for it
in the official works records of builder's numbers,
and it appears to be that this engine is "The Pig".
Why No.7 was given to it,and when, is not known
to me, but as stated before, it did not carry this
number at Wallaroo/Moonta, being simply known by
its nick-name.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Mr. E. W. Woodland writes:Shay Locomotives in Australia.
May I say how much I enjoyed, your article on
"Shay Locomotives in Australia" in "Light Railways."
I would very much like to offer the follow¬
ing information concerning "Shays" in Western Aus¬
tralia. Records show that two only were in W.A. (see
A.R.H.S. Bulletin No.325 of 1964).
You are quite correct in saying that a Bar¬
clay 0-4-0 ST came from Geeveston, Tasmania, to Wes¬
tern Australia, but "Shay" No.2029 of 1908 did not
come here. This Shay was supplied new by Gibson
Battle & Co. of Sydney, N.S.W. to the Tasmanian Hard¬
wood Co. It was later owned by the Huon Timber Co.
of Geeveston, which was taken over by Millar's Timber & Trading Co.. It was then sent to the Phillipines
where Millar's T.&.T.Co. had an
interest in timber milling. A 2-4-0 T & T was sent
from W.A. to the Phillipines in 1917 by Millars to
their mills there.
In many talks with the late Mr. S. Moss,
engineer at Millar's Yarloop workshops, we often
discussed the "Shay" and he never at any time men¬
tioned two of them.
When the Barclay 0-4-0 ST (named"Huon"
when in W.A.) was brought over here, some rolling
stock was also brought over at the same time, and I
have seen axle-boxes with T.M.R. on them.

ARE YOU A .....

SIDRODROMARCHEOLOGIST ????

If so, don't keep your latest findings a
secret, send a report of them to the Editor,
9 Mc.Gregor Street,
Canterbury, E.7.
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Mr. L. I. Goff writes:Shay Locomotives in Australia.
I recently read of your organization in the
P.B.P.S. magazine, so I paid my 75 cents and was
delighted with the result - Light Railways describes
railroading at its best. I'm sorry I didn't get
the message earlier.
Re the article on the "Shays" - no mention
is made of locos in the Cloncurry area of Queens¬
land. The Queensland Mining Journal of 1912 states
the Hampden-Cloncurry Ltd. Mining Co. had"a 14 ton
Shay" at Kuridala, and the Mt. Elliot Smelters had
a 3'6" gauge two truck Shay.
Unfortunately just the bald statement with
no details!
(Editor's Note- It is quite possible one of these
locos was Builder's No.697, ex North Mount Lyell.
This loco was sold by Mt.Lyell in 1906, and later
came Canungra & Pine Creek tramway in Qld.)

N O T I C E
Victoria's last outpost of nar¬
row gauge steam is here to stay - almost.
Successful train operations are dependent
on adequately maintained track, rolling
stock and facilities, in turn dependent
on volunteer support.
Join in the fun of running a
railway and help to keep the permanent
way permanent and the rolling stock roll¬
ing by assisting in track maintenance,
car repairs, painting and general work.
Your
participation,
however
small, will be invaluable in retaining
Puffing Billy as something more than a
fond memory.
Ring Now -P.B.P.S. WORKS OFFICER - 27 2735
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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NEWS. NOTES
& COMMENTS
V I C T O R I A .
Cheetham Salt Ltd.. Laverton:- The peak season on
this 2-ft. gauge system is just over, with the
maximum number of locomotives (about five or six)
having been in use. At present there is a large
stock pile of salt which is slowly being moved by
one Ruston-Hornsby locomotive on a short section of
track to the crushers.
(M. Plummer).
Powelltown Tramway:- The remains of the boiler of
Shay loco, B/No.2575 were recently seen at Carpolac,
on the occasion of the A.R.H.S.'s visit to that
town. The firebox and smokebox are still intact,but
the boiler has been cut open, and all the copper
tubes removed.
Recently about fifteen members
visited the Old Ada No.2 Mill site, and found two
stationery boilers still in position, - no doubt
one,at least, of these was used to haul timber
bogies up the incline. Also seen here was the
distinctively shaped saddle-tank of the Powelltown
tramway's 0-4-2ST loco (Kerr Stuart or Andrew Bar¬
clay). Although the top of this was badly rusted
it was basically in very sound condition, and we
consider it worthy of preservation. No other
identifiable parts of this engine were found on
this occasion.
There is still a large quantity
of steel cable,used on the inclines, lying around,
and a quite long
section of wooden railed tramway,
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still intact, though rotten and badly distorted by
the trees growing through it. Another interesting
discovery were some strap rails - i.e. wooden rails
which have been strengthened with a steel strip
along the top.
Most of the trestle bridges appear to have
collapsed or been pushed over, and much of the old
right-of-way is badly overgrown, so that it will
probably become very difficult to follow in a few
years time unless some clearing is done.
(Frank Stanford).
Australian Cement Ltd., Fyansford:- Maintenance to
track and wagons is still continuing, and each
Monday the Diesel ventures out to the quarry to
ensure that the track is still in satisfactory
condition. The Company has no intention of scrapp¬
ing any of the locomotives, though exact details
of their disposal are not known. Loco No. 11, the
Perry 0-4-0T, is still being used as steam cleaner.
Preservation of the A.S.G. will be particularly
difficult due to the cost of transporting it from
the works.
(Albert Gunsser/Frank Stamford)
Miller & Co. (Machinery) Pty.Ltd.:- The 0-4-0T
loco described in our last issue on page 29 took
part in this year's Moomba procession, mounted
on a float. On this occasion it was described as
being a Queensland sugar tramway loco, although
it has been in Victoria for 43 years, and there
is no definite proof that it ever did work in
Queensland.
(Frank Stamford)
South-Western Area Project:- Work is proceeding
steadily on this research project, and the foll¬
owing people are acknowledged for their assistance:
Ron Weaven, Jeff Thompson, Ted Stuckey, Wayne
Chynoweth, Les Poole, Mark Plummer and his
Forrest research team. I would be pleased to hear
from anyone with information on this area.
(John Matthews).
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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By. J. Thompson.

Although the Wangaratta - Whitfield narrowgauge railway has been dismantled for nearly 14 years,
many vestiges of its existence still remain. The
following features were noted during a brief visit
to the area on January 10th. this year.
In the Wangaratta yard, the standard gauge
cutting has obliterated the entire 2'6" terminal,
with the exception of a few sleepers and formation
adjacent to the
coal
stage,
which was still
intact.
The
accompanying
map locates the
visible
rem¬
nants of the
line through
the town, in
addition to the
clearly defined
trackbed and
formation which
is easily fol¬
lowed right
through to
Whitfield,
mostly parallel
with the main
road.
Mileposts
152 and 173
were found in
situ while 162
and 167 had
been repainted
and turned to
face the road.
As reported
in the Summer
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issue, the Oxley Shire Engineer's Department has erec¬
ted new station and stopping-place nameboards at Docker,
Byrne, Claremont, Jarrott and Pieper, the latter two
being in their original positions beside the trackbed,
the others relocated beside the road.
At Moyhu, a number of NU van bodies were seen in
varying condition. In use as storage sheds, two are
located on private property and three at the Shire
Depot. Also at the Depot is the body of NH 1, the sole
van of its class, still in good condition. Another NU
"shed" was found at Whitfield adjacent to the general
store.
The Whitfield engine-shed remains in use as a
garage/service station. All wooden smoke collectors
are intact as are the rails and inspection pits, uti¬
lized for the servicing of motor vehicles. A short
distance from the shed, the water tank has survived
and was in fact still full and overflowing. A few
sleepers could be seen in the station yard, together
with the goods shed foundations.
Many other small items were seen and no doubt
other relics exist and could be found on a more
thorough survey, particularly on the sections away
from the main road.
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
and completeness of articles published in "Light
Railways", we cannot be sure that errors have not
crept in. Additional information is being uncovered
all the time, and this often indicates that the
history of tramways and locomotives was in fact
quite different to that which was previously be¬
lieved to be true.
If readers see any errors in articles, or are able
to add additional information, we would be very much
indebted if they would forward this information
to the Editor.
Oppinions expressed in articles or letters are not
necessarily those of the Society or the Editor.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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THE DEAN MARSHBENWERRIN RAILWAY.
By - L.I. Richardson.
1. INTRODUCTION.
This 5'3" railway was built by the
Great Western Colliery Company in 1902 to facilit¬
ate the transport of coal from the Benwerrin coal
mine, which was located5-1/2miles in a direct line
south-east of Dean Marsh railway station. This
mine had been worked on a very small scale from
1895, the coal being transported to Dean Marsh stat¬
ion by horse drawn drays. In winter the roads became
quagmires and often it was impossible for the drays
to get through.
After the construction of the rail¬
way to the mine, coal production increased, but the
Company was apparently having financial difficul¬
ties which were not helped by two serious accid¬
ents on the line. The Company went into voluntary
liquidation in December 1903, after which the Vic¬
torian Railways Commissioners immediately removed
all rails, apparently for recouperation of out¬
standing debts.
The venture was an ill-considered
one, for although the coal was a highly developed
lignite of exceptionally good quality, the deposit
was a very small one and the Company's method of
mining was unsatisfactory. It appears that it would
have been wise for the Great Western Colliery Co.
to have determined the extent of coal to be won
before indulging in the expenditure of a consider¬
able sum of money on the construction of a broad
gauge railway through fairly difficult country.
The mine was worked on a small
scale from 1942 to 1949, approximately 25 tons per
week being carted by road to Dean Marsh station.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE.
Dean Marsh is situated on the former
Birregurra - Forrest line90-3/4miles by rail from
Melbourne. The Dean Marsh station and sidings were
located in an extensive cutting on a 600ft. radius
curve. After leaving Dean Marsh station cutting
the Forrest line crossed a creek on a trestle bridge,
(still standing) and then entered another shallow
cutting. The junction of the Benwerrin line with the
Forrest line was at a point just at the down end of
the trestle bridge, 40 chains from the Dean Marsh
station.
The Benwerrin line then curved towards
the south-east,through a cutting (since filled in),
crossed a wide valley and curved around a spur at
the foothills of the range, crossing the Deans MarshPennyroyal road. From here the railway climbed steep¬
ly through timbered country until it crossed the
Pennyroyal road in a shallow cutting on the top of
the ridge. This cutting is still clearly visible on
both sides of the gravel road. The railway formation
parallels this road to the south, passing behind a
farmhouse until it crosses the main Deans Marsh Lorne bitumen road at the sharp bend in the road.
The railway formation can then be seen paralleling
the Lorne road on the immediate north side of the
road, but gaining elevation at a faster rate than
the road, until it crosses the head of a small val¬
ley on a high embankment.
Whereas the main road passes around the
next spur of the range, the railway passes through
a narrow deep cutting to rejoin the road at the
other side of the spur. This cutting -called "Bell's
cutting" - appears so narrow that it is hard to
believe a 5'3" gauge line passed through it. It was
here that numerous landslips occurred during the
line's brief existence. From Bell's cutting the
present Lorne road has been built on the railway
formation, the route of the old road following the
telephone wires. The only trace of the old railway
For reproduction, please contact the Society

L1GH T RAI LW AYS

WINTER l967 .

Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au

_5

LIGHT RAILWAYS

WINTER

1967

6.

formation in this latter section is at some of the
curves in the road, where the railway cuts the cor¬
ner slightly.
There is no evidence of the railway for¬
mation from where it left the road to the coal load¬
ing bins at the terminus. At the present time, the
Country Roads Board is regrading and widening the
Dean Marsh - Lorne road further up the range, and it
is possible in the near future when such work is done
on the lower section of the road that the few remain¬
ing traces of this coal railway will be obliterated.
3. CONSTRUCTION OF THE LINE.
The Great Western Coal Mining Company was
registered in 1897 and worked the mine on a small
scale until 1901. This company was hampered by the
high cost of transport of coal to Dean Marsh station.
In September 1898 the Deans Marsh Tramway Company Ltd.
was formed with the objectives of constructing a tram¬
way from the Great Western Coal Mining Co's mine to
the railway line at Deans Marsh, and taking over the
Great Western Coal Mining Co. At this time the Great
Western Coal Mining Co accepted an offer by the Tram¬
way Company to construct the railway and to carry the
coal mined at Benwerrin. However, on 30th. March
1899, the Deans Marsh Tramway Company,not seeing any
probability of being able to carry out the objectives
for which it was formed, went into voluntary liquid¬
ation.
The failure of the Dean's Marsh Tramway
Co. tended to retard the progress of the Great West¬
ern Coal Mining Company; however, the latter company
appeared to complete the survey for the railway and
to pay some deposit on land for it.
In September 1901 the Great Western Col¬
liery Company was formed and apparently took over
from the Great Western Coal Mining Company. Upon
formation, the Great Western Colliery Company com¬
menced the construction of the eight miles of rail¬
way from the junction, 40 chains on the down side
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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of Dean Marsh station, to a point on the ridge, im¬
mediately above the mine. 60 lb. rail was used in
the line's construction, on which approximately 40
men were employed. The Company paid £156 ($3L2)
cash for the construction of the four chains 11-ft.
inside the V.R. boundary and paid a deposit of £661
($1322) on materials used outside the boundary.
Although it undertook to pay five annual instal¬
ments of approximately £450 ($900) only £100($200)
on account of the first instalment was paid.
The Company also commenced the con¬
struction of a 2' gauge incline tramway for the
mine, which was situated in a valley, to the pro¬
posed railway terminus. This tramway was 1,600-ft.
long, had a grade of 1 in 4 and was constructed of
12 lb. tramway rails. It was stated that the pro¬
posed facilities to be erected at the railway ter¬
minus included shunting yards, loco sheds, winding
plant, coal bins, platform for handling coal, griz¬
zlies, etc. Until facilities at the terminus had
been completed, and the railway laid to it, it ap¬
pears that coal was loaded at a temporary terminus
six miles from the junction.
By the end of 1903, coal trains were
being worked over this section, even though ballast¬
ing with sand had only been completed to the three
mile peg, at Bell's Cutting. No maintenance was
required on the ballasted section of the line, but
on the unballasted section, maintenance was very
expensive. The latter section included a narrow
cutting, 46-ft. deep, in which frequent landslips
occurred during wet weather. At one time 7,000 cubic
yards of earth and rock came away, causing consid¬
erable delay to traffic before it was cleared.
By June 1903 the incline tramway win¬
ding plant was installed, and the railway was ap¬
parently being worked right to the terminus. The
winding plant was installed from the "Corona" mine
near Daylesford. Trouble was still being experienc¬
ed on the unballasted
portion of the line and in
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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Bell's cutting. It was realized, that the landslips
here could only be arrested by timbering the cutting
with sawn hardwood guard rails.
The Company was apparently running short
of capital as on 30th. March 1903 the mineworkers re¬
fused to work until arrears in wages were paid. Al¬
though work resumed on 12th. April 1904 the Company
still needed more capital, which was refused by the
majority of shareholders at a meeting in November,
1903. The Directors therefore chose to sell the Com¬
pany's assets to Mr. M. Moore on behalf of a new com¬
pany. However this new company failed to eventuate
and the Great Western Colliery Co. went into liquid¬
ation on 24th. December 1903. The Railway Commission¬
ers immediately removed all materials from the rail¬
way including some that had not been supplied by the
Department, the sale of which realized £83 ($166) in
excess of the sum owing!
4. OPERATION OF THE LINE.
The first locomotive used on the Benwerrin
coal line is believed to have been the same locomotive
as used by the contractor who built the Forrest line.
This locomotive was one of the old "N" class (2-4-OWT)
and lay abandoned at Murroon until purchased by the
Great Western Colliery Company. It is possible that
some wooden trucks which were also abandoned at Mur¬
roon may have been used for ballasting the Benwerrin
line.
The method of watering the locomotive was
to fill it from a dam situated near the junction. Mr.
McKay, whose son now farms the land near the junction,
had the contract for watering the locomotives. Horses
were used to pull a tank of water on a sled from the
dam to the nearest point on the line, and, it is said,
the locomotive was then filled by Mr.McKay and an
assistant using kerosene tins.
On 25th. April 1902, while the engine and
three trucks were standing on a slope ready to move
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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up the hill, the train started moving down hill. Two
of eight men sitting on the trucks jumped immediately
while the train kept going, soon attaining an estim¬
ated speed of 50 m.p,h. One truck left the rails,
broke its coupling and released the engine, which
ran off with the driver (Mr. Morrison) and his son.
The engine ploughed through soft ground before turn¬
ing over. Miraculously the Morrisons escaped but six
of the eight workmen were injured.
It appears that the Company's engine
only carted the loaded coal trucks as far as the
junction, there leaving them on the branch line to
be picked up by the up train from Forrest. As the
junction does not appear to have had a loop, it seems
likely that the empty trucks were pulled up the
range by the locomotive, but were pushed in front
coming down the range. Each train on the Benwerrin
line consisted of the engine and three or four trucks
and ran a daily service each way.
The method by which the empty trucks
were directed onto the branchline can be remembered
by Mr. McKay. The V.R. engine would arrive from
Dean Marsh pulling the empty coal trucks. Crossing
the bridge just prior to the junction at speed, the
wagons would be decoupled, the engine would accel¬
erate down the Forrest line, and with someone on the
points, these would be changed after the passage of
the engine, so that the empty trucks ran onto the
Benwerrin line.
In May 1903 another train got
ing down the hill. The engine was derailed
off the line near the bottom of the range.
two weeks before the locomotive and trucks
paired. The lack of Westinghouse brakes on
motive was blamed for this accident.

away com¬
and thrown
It was
were re¬
the loco¬

At 4 p.m. on Friday llth. September
1903, the Company's engine was stationary with a
full train of laden coal trucks at the junction. The
driver was examining
one
thefrom
vehicles
when the
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boiler exploded scattering pieces of the engine over
a radius of a quarter of a mile. The dome lay in a
paddock for many years. The fireman was found on
the top of the cutting, not having suffered serious
injury. The engine was completely wrecked. Following
this accident to the Company's locomotive, a re¬
placement locomotive was purchased from the Victor¬
ian Railways. There is an item in V.R. records re¬
garding the cost of running a loco from North Mel¬
bourne to Dean Marsh about this time.
5. LATER WORKING OF COAL

AT BENWERRIN.

In 1908 a test bore was drilled by the
Mines Department on the line of the old incline
tramway. The lease of the mine area was taken up
again from 1925 and held by various parties until
1930, during which time some test boring was done.
The lease was taken up in 1941 by V.T.Ekberg, and
further boring showed that three coal seams existed
in the area. The only workable seam was the lower
one, which has a thickness of approximately 6-ft.,
is limited to an area of about ten acres and con¬
tains about 75,000 tons of good coal. Due to the
acute shortage of New South Wales black coal in
Victoria in the 1940' s, the mine was reopened.
Although it was recommended in 1942 that the old
incline tramway be replaced by a graded road, the
tramway was actually rebuilt on the same location,
but to 1'3" gauge.
The tramway rails used apparently came
from part of the disused Hayden's tramway at Barwon
Downs. These rails were of an unusual type, best
described as a"Barlow" rail with the addition of a
flangeway for use in a street railway. The rails
were very worn and had been turned so that the
flangeway was on the outside. It is thought that
these rails were originally from the Beaumaris
horse tramway. Fixed to the sleepers between the
rails were rollers for the cable, which was hauled
by a small first motion steam mine winder convert¬
ed to diesel drive. The map on page 11 shows the
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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route to the mine. In the last few years the rails
down the incline have been removed, but the tramway
rails still exist over the trestle bridge and around
the mine area, together with numerous derelict skips
used on the tramway. The tramway transported the coal
to the top of the ridge from whence it was taken by¬
road to Dean Marsh station for loading onto the rail
trucks. A special loading ramp for this purpose was
constructed at Dean Marsh. The mine and incline tram¬
way were closed in 1949.
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"Little Yarra", still in the glory of its original red
lined livery, and complete with brass bell, basks in the
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Powelltown, about 1915, showing "Powellite" and "Little Yarra"
(Lower right foreground). Photo - V . L . R . R . S . ARCHIVES,
photographer unknown.
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GEMS FROM THE ARCHIVES.
Two very interesting photos of the Powelltown tramway have recently come into the Society's
collection, and, believing they will be of interest
to members, we have published them on pages 13 and
14. Both pictures were probably taken about 1915,
just after the delivery of "Powellite" (Bagnall
0-6-0, B/N. 1965 of 1914) and only one or two years
after the opening of the Powelltown mill. Of int¬
erest in both pictures is the passenger coach, - a
converted four wheel 5-ton wagon. Apparently the
bogie passenger coaches had not yet been delivered,
the converted wagon being used as a temporary
measure.
Of siginificance in the photo opposite is
the wooden railed line in the lower left hand cor¬
ner, the wooden railed line in front of "Little
Yarra,"( Baldwin 2-4-0, B/N. 37718 of 1912), and
the incline tramway in the right-hand background
of the picture. This appears to have no connec¬
tion with the Powelltown tramway, and may have
predated it. It is known that a tramway was built
from Yarra Junction to the Gilderoy/Powelltown
area about 1907, but its precise route and ter¬
minus are not yet known. This tramway was made
redundant when the steel railed Powelltown line
was built about 1913-14.

DO YOU WANT MORE
"GEMS FROM THE ARCHIVES"?
Then tell your friends about "Light Railways"
The more subscribers we have the more photos we
can publish. Enclosed with this issue is a copy
of our new green membership application form. We
hope you can pass it on to someone who may be
interested in joining. And if you have any photo¬
graphic "gems" you would like to see published,
don't forget to tell the editor....
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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THE YAN YEAN TRAMROAD
(This article is based on an article which
appeared in The Whittlesea Post, and is reproduced
by kind permission of the Leader Publishing Co.
Northcote. Considerable additional information from
the 1866 Parliamentary Standing Committee Report has
also been included.)
This 19 mile long 5-ft.3-in. gauge tramway was
constructed in 1855 to carry pipes and materials for
the water supply pipeline from Yan Yean Reservoir to
Melbourne.
On leaving the reservoir the water was convey¬
ed in a channel for seven miles. At a distance of
247 chains from the reservoir was a stone bridge
which also served as a turnpike road and carried the
tramway. An open aqueduct was used to South Morang
from where pipes were
used to the city. The
bridge over the Merri, a tubular girder imported
from England, cost $15,400.
Built primarily to overcome the hazards of
execrable roads and to facilitate pipelaying, a 5'3"
gauge tramroad, 19 miles long, was laid adjacent to
the route of the proposed pipeline between Yan Yean
and Melbourne. Starting at the Yan Yean end the
first seven miles were built by the contractors for
the corresponding section of the pipeline. Their
price of $900 per mile was considered so favorable
that the Water Supply Commissioners asked them to
extend the tramway a further five miles at the same
price. Another firm completed the work.
The tramroad comprised two mountain-ash rails,
laid on sleepers made of the same timber, iron rails
being used only for the first 75 chains at the city
end of the line. This was by the Exhibition gardens
in Nicholson Street. The 75 chains ended about the
present North Fitzroy station. The tramway's rightof-way was 66-ft, wide.
The route then continued along Brunswick St.
across the Merri Creek bridge, and followed the pipe¬
line in St.Georges Road.
For reproduction, please contact the Society

LIGHT

RAILWAYS

WINTER 1967.

17.

About 14 miles from Melbourne was the "Plough Cut¬
ting", which was the steepest gradient on the line,
causing much difficulty for the horses.
The pipes,imported from England, were
loaded onto trollies drawn by horses - three horses
being required to haul one pipe.
The tramway was unballasted, and no drain¬
age facilities were built. As a result, horses were
continually falling between the sleepers, one horse
going up to its shoulders in slush. Latterly the
pipes were brought up by the alternative metalled
road, rather than by the tramway, as it had worn
out before the pipe carrying contract was finished.
On completion of the pipe-line the tram¬
way was not taken up, but was left to decay in the
changeable climate, soon rotting to pieces. The
tramroad again sprung into prominence a decade later
when, in 1866, the Government appointed a Select
Committee to ascertain what advantages would be con¬
ferred on the Whittlesea district if the tramroad
was reopened.
Twenty years of intensive agriculture had
seriously depleted the natural fertility of the
district, which until then had been regarded as the
granary of the city. In the 1860's the main worry
was the lack of fertility of the land, and someone
suggested reopening the tramroad so as to bring
Melbourne's night-soil, in closed iron tanks, to
Whittlesea, where it could be deodorized and used
as a fertlizer.
The land needed manure, and the author¬
ities were at their wit's end to find some con¬
venient place for disposing the liquid waste of the
city. The reopening of the tramroad provided a
convenient solution to the problem, and according¬
ly the Select Committee was formed to go into the
matter. The Committee's report to the Government
was in favour of the reopening of the tramway.
Thomas Reilly, who laid seven miles of
the line, told the Select Committee that had the
tramway had proper drainage, and if red gum had
been used for the
rails and sleepers, instead of
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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The Yan Yean Tramroad.(Continued from page 17.)
instead of/
mountain ash, the tramway would have lasted for
years.
He advised the Select Committee that
if the tramway was rebuilt as a horse tramway, the
Plough Cutting gradient would need to be eased,
though no other extensive earthworks would be re¬
quired. However, a new bridge over the Merri Creek
would be needed, as the old one was felt to be un¬
suitable for a permanent tramway.
Amongst the suggestions for the re¬
building of the tramroad were (1), a horse tram¬
way using red gum rails; (2), a horse tramway
using 6" x 6" red gum rails surfaced with iron
plates; (3), a horse tramway laid with 30 lb.
iron rails, at a cost of $2,300 per mile, or 45 lb,
rails at a cost of $3,080 per mile; (4), a loco¬
motive operated railway, using 60 lb. rails, at
a cost of $5,400 per mile. In the latter case ex¬
tensive earthworks would be required to ease the
gradients.
The Select Committee was told that
extensive timber cutting was taking place in the
Plenty Ranges, and that if the tramroad was re¬
constructed the timber cutters would build their
own wooden railed feeders to the main line.
One vital fact was overlooked. Por¬
tion of the Whittlesea district formed part of
the Yan Yean catchment, and one shudders to think
of the effect on the purity of Melbourne's water
supply had the scheme been carried out.
It appears from the evidence that the
primary objective of the deputation was to secure
a railway to Whittlesea, and beyond to Seymour
and the nort-east. However, the tramroad was
never rebuilt, and an entirely new route was
used when the Whittlesea railway was constructed
over twenty years later, being opened in 1889.
By this time the Seymourlinehad been completed, on
a route which bypassed Yan Yean completely.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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R A I L W A Y IN P A P U A . By- Ray Pearson.
During the Second World War I was on
service with the Army, and was Official Photog¬
rapher for our Unit, but was never called on for
actual photos.
I did take photos of trains going
north to Townsville, and quite a lot of scenes in
Papua. During lulls in the work we were doing,
about six of us used to borrow a truck and go
walkabout to various places on the maps we had.
On showing some of the photos of Queensland trains
to the natives, two said- "he one fella here out
Bootless Bay."
As I had been near this bay a couple
of times out came the old map, and being told by
one of the more educated natives better directions,
I set off to find the railway. Eventually I found
the 3'6" gauge line and followed it to the large
smelting works and loco pits, jetties for loading
the ships with the copper and other ores that
were brought out, etc.
The mine, owned by the Sapphire Min¬
ing Co., was at Sapphire, more or less on the road
from Port Moresby to Sogeri, and was approximately
located at the turnoff at the 18 mile post, just
before reaching Rona Falls, and after passing Hellfire Pass.
The natives were employed as miners,
and pushed the usual ore trollies out of the mine
to a dump, where ore was shovelled into buckets on
a ropeway which crossed the mountain range. It was
then loaded into 3'6" gauge four wheel hopper wag¬
ons. These wagons were made by Kelly & Lewis, of
Springvale, Victoria. There were also some old type
wooden dump wagons, I believe called "aeroplane
dump trucks", the same as were used at Yallourn
in the early years to clear the overburden from
the coal.
Regarding locos, apparently there
were originally three, although I only saw two.
One was a two cylinder A class Shay, builder's
for Resale - Freewhich
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Smelters, near Cloncurry, in 1919. This was on a
siding with a rake of hopper wagons. The other
loco was an 0-6-0T, named'Polygon,' built by
Andrew Barclay, and formerly used by the Broken
Hill Associated Smelters, Port Pirie, South Aus¬
tralia. The third loco is said to have been an
English built 0-6-0T, no other details known.
The line is believed to have been built
about 1916. The locomotives were hard to photo¬
graph on account of the overgrown jungle around
them, as they had been idle for many years. I
crawled all over and under both locos looking
for numbers on crank rods, axles, frames etc.,
but could find nothing, only getting damn near
bitten to death by wallopping great red bull ants,
(The Pacific Islands Yearbook, and Pacific
Islands Monthly states that this line ran from
Bootlesss Inlet toWaiWai[3-1/2miles], from where
an aerial ropeway, with a daily capacity of 200250 tons, ran to a mine at Laloki. The railway
continued three miles past Wai Wai over lighter
rails to another mine at Dubana. Both ropeway and
railway operated for five or six years, - from
1920/21 to 1925/26.)
MAGAZINE REVIEW.
"The Narrow Gauge", May 1967, published by the
Narrow Gauge Railway Society,(U.K.),34 pages plus
scale drawing insert.
The latest issue of this well produced off-set
printed publication includes articles on Guinness's
1'10" gauge line at their Dublin brewery, BeyerGarratt locomotives on the 2-ft. gauge in South
Africa, a review of Irish narrow gauge industrial
railways, and 19 photographs. Excellent scale
drawings of the South African NG.G.ll class 2-ft.
gauge 2-6-0-0-6-2 Garratt,the Vale of Rheidol
2-6-2T, and one of the Guinness Brewery's loco¬
motives are included. Highly recommended to all
interested in overseas narrow gauge. Enquiries toM.Swift,47 Birchington Ave., Birchencliff, Huddersfield, England.For reproduction, please contact the Society
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A RAILWAY IN PAPUA.
Right- Andrew Barclay 0-6-0T
"Polygon", derelict at the
smelters near Bootless Bay.
Below- Two views of the
derelict "A" class Shay
locomotive at the smelters.
The locomotive was derelict
from about 1926 until it was
cut up about 10 years ago.
All photos taken in 1945 by
R.Pearson.
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Ex North Mount Lye11 Shay locomotive No.5, (B/N.697).
on Lahey Bros, tramway, Canungra, Queensland, in 1919?
Photo - G. Bond Collection.

"A" class Shay loco, B/N.2823 of 1915, on the Palmwoods
Buderim 2'6" gauge tramway, Queensland.
Photo - G. Bond Collection.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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THE SOUTH MELBOURNE
GASWORKS TRAMWAY
By - L. I. Richardson, & W. L. Wilson,
This double track 2'6" gauge tramway ran
from Town Pier, Port Melbourne, to the South Mel¬
bourne Gasworks, a distance of about half a mile.
Horses were used, because the Council would not
allow steam locomotives to be used in the streets.
Coal wagons were put on the weighbridge in the hol¬
der yard, then lifted from ground level to the via¬
duct by means of a hydraulic lift. The coal wagons
were originally horse drawn across the viaduct,
spanning Pickle Street, However, after a horse had
fallen from the viaduct into a coal bunker, a Fordson tractor was used to move the coal wagons over
the viaduct, horses still being used in the Port
Melbourne streets.
The tramway was completed in 1891. Town
Pier having been widened to 125-ft. for a length of
908-ft. to accommodate the line. Two sets of rails
were laid in the pier, flush with the decking. The
original route was along Beach Street, north along
Esplanade West, east along Rouse Street, north
along Esplanade East, east along Graham Street, and
into the Works Coal Reception Area (holder yard).
In November 1924 permission was given to
reroute the tramway along Dow Street, and east along
Rouse Street, there connecting to the original
tramway. The rails in Esplanade West were not re¬
moved.
In 1931, during the depression, the
South Melbourne Gasworks were closed, all gas
needed being obtained from the West Melbourne works.
At this time some of the workmen were transferred
to West Melbourne, and some were put to work re¬
laying the horse tramway lines in concrete. These
relaid lines were never used, as when the works
were reopened in 1934, the coal was taken from
West Melbourne by road truck.
Over the past 20 years Port Melbourne
Council has gradually
remains of the
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tramway during road resurfacing. Some time ago the
viaduct carrying the tramway over Pickle Street was
demolished, and in December last year the portion
of the tramway's original route in Esplanade West
was covered with bitumen. In January this year the
lines in Dow Street were also covered over, and now
the only lines remaining are those crossing Beach
Street into Dow Street, those in the unmade section
of Esplanade East, and those in the holder yard on
the north side of Graham Street.

LETTERS
Mr. R. K. Warren writes:Tramways of the Forrest Area, Locomotive "No.7" of
Henry's Tramway - 0-4-0WT, It appears that the builder was Beyer Peacock.
Mr. L. I. Kingsborough (who is the most painstaking¬
ly accurate and authoritative South Australian rail¬
way historian) tells me that a friend of his, Mr.
Oswald Prior (who was brought up in the Wallaroo Moonta area and worked for the Company until its un¬
timely demise), worked on the loco at the time of
its conversion from 2'8" to 3'6" gauge, and knows
quite well that while at Moonta the loco bore BeyerPeacock maker's plates, oblong in shape, on both
sides. Although the oblong shape of the plates is
unusual for Beyer Peacock plates, Mr. Prior has a
singularly excellent memory in spite of his advanc¬
ing years. Photographic evidence, also, shows the
plates in position on the loco and although the
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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actual letters are too hazy to be readable, photos
showing the plates are clear enough to discern
that the plates have precisley the right number of
letters, in the right positions, for a standard
Beyer Peacock plate of that vintage, - i.e. -,
Beyer, Peacock & Co. Ltd.
Gorton Foundry
Manchester,England,1887
If you are still unconvinced, that must
be your decision, but this is enough for me.
Mr. B.T, MacDonald (Curator, Museum of Historic
Engines, Goulburn, N.S.W.), writes: A copy of No. 18 issue of Light Railways
was given to me today, which is the initial intro¬
duction I have to the existence of the Society.
Having now read through it please allow me to con¬
gratulate you on the efforts of your supporters
in the production of such a worthwhile publication,
It is indeed heartening to me, personally, to
make the acquaintance of a body who is not only
aware, but recognizes that their are railways that
are or were run by bodies other than the Govern¬
ment. It is possibly even more significant you are
based in Victoria and are interested in Victorian
light railways, which really is a field that has
not been well cultivated in the past. The task now
will be much more difficult, for time has taken
to the grave men whose memory would have helped
the scant written word.
Shay Locomotives in Australia
I was particularly interested in the art¬
icles on Shays in Australia, and perhaps you may
be interested in some additional details with
regard to some of them.
B/No. 698, following the closure of the
Geeveston line, was allegedly sent to one of the
Miller ventures For
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Phillipines Insula Lumber Co.?
B/No. 2029 did not go Western Australia,
but was sold to the Kauri Timber Co. who used it
on the Vanikoro Islands, in the Solomons.
I
have a photo of it there.
B/No. 1994 & 2100, The boilers of these
were removed and used in the shale oil works at
Glen Davis, and following the closure of this
venture were sold to the N.S.W. Blue Metal Co.
who used the boiler of 1994 in a steam shovel at
Dunmore on the N.S.W, South Coast, and held 2100
as spare, however with the purchase of almost new
electric draglines from the Joint Coal Board, the
steam shovel was superseded and scrapped in 1965.
I have the smoke box dress plate off it.
B/No. 2135 went from B.A.T. to a mill
line some ten miles south of Coff's Harbour about
1916, and was allegedly broken up there in the
late 1920's. The Lahey Bros, were very interested
in purchasing it, but as it has not shown up yet
this probably did not eventuate, - or did it?
B/No. 2576 was bought by Hoskins for a
venture which did not eventuate, and is a long
story, but it is probable that the engine never
worked for them.
Hopetoun Tramway, Fort Esperance, Tasmania
Referring back to Tasmania, you make
reference to an 0-4-0ST. on the Hopetoun line.
Carl Jaeger told me that it was a Black Hawthorn
but I am doubtful, because BH builder's plates
were oval, whilst the one on this loco was a
long rectangle, like the Manning Wardle plates
of the 1860's and 70's. This loco has a lot of
MW. features, but so did a couple of other buil¬
ders of this period, particularly Hunslet, also
Hudswell Clarke. At this stage my money says it
was Manning Wardle.
(Comparing the above letter with E. W.Woodland's
in the last issue,there seems to be doubt as to
which Shay went to the Philippines.- Ed.).
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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NEWS, NOTES
& COMMENTS
V.L.R.R.S. Visit to the
STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION'S RUBICON - ROYSTON
2-ft. gauge tramway, 7th. May 1967.
28 members participated in this highly
successful tour, in which we saw the two old diesel
locomotives at the Alexandra timber mill, and the
route of the old Rubicon - Royston tramway. Before
our arrival at Rubicon power station,a stop was
made at two old trestle bridges for photographic
purposes. Here, due to a slight mistake on the
S.E.C.'s part, there was some delay before the
"First division" ascended the3/4mile long steep
haulage, up what is probably Victoria' steepest
railway gradient - 1 in 3, steepening in places to
1 in 2. At the top of the grade the passengers
quickly changed trams, continuing along the almost
level, but very curvy, raceline tramway in a lux¬
urious (!) battery-electric bogie railcar. Meanwhile the haulage vehicle descended the incline to
bring up the second group of passengers. Although
the track is not maintained to mainline standards,
some maintenance does take place, and it was no¬
ticed that concrete sleepers were being used for
replacement of old timber ones.
Several photo-stops were held, and a
demonstration run was made of the Fordson rail
tractor hauling a large bridge pile, which was
carried on two ex-Rubicon tramway timber bogies.
All passengers were also given the opportunity of
travelling on the four-wheeled battery-electric
trolley, which was also an interesting experience,
We also saw the Rubicon power station,
for many of us this
was please
the contact
first
time we had seen
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a hydro-electric station. The scrupulously clean,
well kept appearance of this was very impressive,
and reflects great credit on the local S.E.C. emp¬
loyees.
Following the success of this tour, we are
now considering the possibility of running some
trips to other non-V.R. lines.
(F. Stamford).
WANGARATTA CITY COUNCIL- A Government Gazette late
last year carried a public notice to the effect that
this Council intended to lay a tramway along the
boundary of Gibson St., and across Kerr St. This is
an extension of a 5'3" gauge industrial siding.

Victoria's last outpost of nar¬
row gauge steam is here to stay - almost.
Successful train operations are dependant
on adequately maintained track, rolling
stock and facilities, in turn dependant
on volunteer support.
Join in the fun of running a
railway and help to keep the permanent
way permanent and the rolling stock roll¬
ing by assisting in track maintenance,
car repairs, painting and general work.
Your
participation,
however
small, will be invaluable in retaining
Puffing Billy as something more than a
fond memory.
Ring Now - P.B.P.S. WORKS OFFICER - 27 2735
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AUSTRALIAN CEMENT LTD.. Fyansford. - Ail inspection of
the works on 9/7/67 showed that all wagons had been
transferred to the quarry, and all engines were in the
shed. The last steam train ran on 22nd. December, when
the Hudswell-Clarke brought in the last workmen's train.
Maintenance of locomotives and the track ceased on
31st. May; up to which time the diesel loco had been
used each Monday, to inspect the track.
Although the Company has not officially de¬
cided as to the disposal of locomotives, it is known
that at least 12 people or organizations have indicated
their interest in acquiring the locomotives. It seems
that all locomotives will be preserved in some way.
(The Perry, (No .10), will probably be retained as a
steam cleaner.- Ed)
(M.Plummer).
EZARD'S TRAMWAY, ERICA, - The tall, and extremely
spindly trestle bridge over the South Cascade Creek,
on Ezard's tramway from Erica to Bell's Camp, was dis¬
mantled in June by the Forestry Commission, as it was
considered unsafe. This may have been the highest
privately owned trestle bridge in Victoria.
(M.Plummer/G.Maynard) .
HENRY'S TRAMWAY, FORREST, The last rail trolley used
on Henry's tramway was salvaged recently by member
Reg Wilson, of Gerangamete, who now has it on his
property. It was a Lea Francis, with small disc
driving-wheels at the back, and a non-powered bogie
at the front. (2'A wheel arrangement,- or 4-2-0 in
steam parlance).
(M.Plummer).
PUFFING BILLY PRESERVATION SOCIETY. - Recently the
P.B.P.S. obtained the 5'3" gauge wagon turntable,
which resided for about eighty years under the Motor
Registration Branch office at the Exhibition Build¬
ings in Melbourne. This turntable formed part of an
exhibit at an exhibition held in the 188O's. It is
now at Emerald, and will be displayed as a static
exhibit.
(M.Plummer).
NEWS WANTED ! Keep "News, Notes & Comments" filled
by sending in suitable news items.
For reproduction, please contact the Society
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STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION Yallourn. - Two new
Bo-Bo electric locomotives, (road Nos. 124 and 125),
arrived in Melbourne on June 18th. They were built
by the Hitachi Co. in Japan, and were transported
to Victoria Dock, Melbourne, by ship. Here they
were transferred by the ships 200 ton derrick onto
railway wagons for transfer to Yallourn, the bodies
and bogies being carried separately.
The new 2'11-7/16" gauge locos each weigh
62 tons, and are of 1,000-h.p. This makes inter¬
esting comparison with the V.R.'s 5'3" gauge "T"
class diesel-electric locos, which are only 875-h.p.
and weigh 68 tons. The new locos are therefore the
most powerful narrow-gauge locos in Victoria, and
probably the most powerful sub-3'6" gauge locos in
Australia. They show the potentialities of narrowgauge when combined with direct electric-traction.
The new engines can be worked in multipleunit with the 16 locos of 800-h.p. which form part
of the present motive-power of the S.E.C.'s exten¬
sive rail network at Yallourn/Morwell. They will be
used for hauling longer coal-trains on the inter¬
connecting railway between Yallourn and Morwell
open-cuts. All other electric locos obtained since
the second world war were built by Siemens Schuckert
Werke, of Western Germany.
(A.R.H.S. Div.Diary/S.E.C.News/M.Plummer/F.Stamford)
V.L.R.R.S. MODELLER'S SERVICE.
Scale Drawing of Powelltown Shay Locomotive.
After month's of painstaking spare-time work
member Chris. Andrews has produced a highly detailed
1/4" to 1-ft. scale drawing of the Shay locos used on
the Powelltown tramway. Elevations of both sides
are shown, together with front and rear elevations.
This drawing can be recommended to modellers, while
railway enthusiasts generally should find it of
great interest.
Copies are available from the Editor,- Price - 35 c.
incl. postage. Very highly recommended to steam fans.
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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ERICA SAWMILL
A visit early in May to the Erica area
found the following.
The former Forests Commission sawmill at
Erica still operates. The mill sidings appear intact
as far north as the overhead mill-end disposal unit,
although the most westerly track is disused. Opposite
the loading ramp on the former lead to the railway
station yard, is a dump where all types of rubbish
from the mill is burnt. Motive power is provided by
a 3'6" gauge Malcolm Mbore T.A.C.L. tractor, No .19568
of 1924.
Coupling is by fixed link on the tractor
and pin through the movable jaw of the knuckle coup¬
lers on the ten ex-V.R. N.Q.R. wagons. These wagons
all have their drop sides removed, while several
also have their ends removed. All except NQR 208
show evidence of great overloading - distorted
frames. Tracing the numbers beneath the black res¬
idue from the sawn timber, particularly on the "end¬
less" NQR's is difficult. However the following
could be identified - 29, 94, 100, 110, 153, 164,
and 208. Those underlined, together with 169, were
noted in A.R.H.S. Bulletin Supplement for October
1959 as being at the mill, the other five being
indecipherable. The three NQR's unidentified by
this writer may well be identifiable when outside
the mill - when seen they were well in shadow in
the mill.
Point levers vary from V.R. WSA levers
to home made 180 degree throw varieties while one
has the following cast on it:Ransomes & Rapier's Patent
1866
Switchbox
Ransomes & Rapier
Patentees
&
Makers. London.
Pattern
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RAILWAY &
TYERS VALLEY TRAMWAY

The down end water tank at Erica remains, Moondarra
station site is passed through by an access road
between the old and new Erica-Moe roads.
At Tyers Junction, the bridges over the Tyers River
are still in place, as is at least one bridge be¬
tween here and Collins Siding.
(Peter Barry).
Not for Resale - Free download from lrrsa.org.au
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Orders for the first series of photos have
been coming in rather slowly, and we regret that
this has resulted in a delay in filling some orders.
Further orders for the first series of
photos will continue to be accepted up to August 21st.,
- if any members did not receive our list of these
photos they should contact the editor to obtain a
copy. We hope to have details of a second series of
photos shortly.

Tasmanian Private Railways.
Member Ken Flood is attempting the very difficult
task of compiling a list of all private railways and
tramways in Tasmania. Any members who feel they may
be able to help are strongly urged to contact him at
the address below.
For too long Tasmania's private
railways have been ignored by Australian railway
enthusiasts, and at this late stage the task of re¬
cording their extremely complex and interesting his¬
tory will not be easy. If you can help write to Mr. K. Flood, 16 Warwick Place, Kings Meadows,
LAUNCESTON, Tas,7250.
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
and completeness of articles published in "Light
Railways", we cannot be sure that errors have not
crept in. Additional information is being uncovered
all the time, and this often contradicts previous
information. If you see any errors, or can add
additional information, please contact the Editor,
and so help us to record the full history of Vic¬
toria's and Tasmania's light railways.
Oppinions expressed in articles or letters are not
necessarily those of the Society or the Editor.
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