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10 JULY 89

Mt Owen, around the eastern spur of Mt Owen and
into the Linda Valley. The terminus was on a flat,
one mile east of and 500 feet (150m) below the com-
pany's mine. Provision was made for a branch
diverging from the main line below Gormanston
Cemetery, just after entering Linda Valley.

General features of the country to be transversed
were the alluvial plain for the first four miles (6km),
schist and freestone on the hills, and peat on the
button grass flats. The peat was to a depth of 15
inches (38 cm), but beneath this was quartz gravel
which was considered to be ideal for ballast.
Railway Construction

Prior to letting the main contract for construc-
tion of the railway, a contract for clearing the first
five miles and construction of the formation was
let to Sweeney Bros and Reynolds, Gaffney &
Callaghan respectively. Just what prompted the
company to take this action is somewhat unclear,
as about this time tenders for construction of a line
31 miles 41 chains (50 km) long, from the new town
of Macquarie on Kelly Basin to the Linda Valley,
were called, and were to be in the hands of the com-
pany by 29 August 1898.

At Kelly Basin, Duff Bros had gained the con-

LIGHT RAILWAYS

tract for construction of the company’s wharves
and, by January 1899, they had built a 800 ft (240m)
long jetty on the eastern leg of the bay, a 400 ft
(120m) wharf at Kelly Basin and had almost com-
pleted a 400 ft pier at the same location. The pier
was completed and the first locomotive ran on it
in May 1899.

A contract with well known Australian railway
contractors, Baxter & Sadler, was signed on 18
November 1898, which quoted a price of £5,252
per mile to cover earthworks, forming the roadbed,
construction of all bridges and culverts, providing
all sleepers, laying the permanent way and
ballasting. The rails and fittings were to be supplied
by the company and delivered to the contractors at
Kelly Basin. It was anticipated that the work would
be sufficiently advanced in 12 months to allow the
passage of ore trains. There appears to have been
some controversy over the appointment of Baxter
& Sadler and thereafter there were reports of col-
lusion between the company and the contractors in
their gaining the contract.

Newspapers carried advertisements for navvies,
who poured into Kelly Basin to work on the con-
struction. Earthworks for the line were commenced

Kelly Basin in 1838 showing early construction works on ti
can be seen to the right.

3 .
e northern side ot the Basin. The 800 ft brickworks' jetty
Tasmanian State Archives
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NML Railway locomotive No. 1, James C

&

immediately. It was estimated that the line would
be completed in three months, and the official
opening of the main line was delayed pending its
completion. In the event, construction proved more
difficult than anticipated and warranted the use of
continuous | in 30 grades and sharp curves, added
to which was the delay in obtaining the rails. It was
not until 7 October 1901 that the first train arrived
at Gormanston, nearly 12 months after the open-
ing of the main line, which in the end had gone
ahead despite delays in building the branch.
Acrimony

Initially, everything seemed to be in order follow-
ing the opening of the railway. However, in the cold
hard light of day, some startling facts began to
emerge which showed that everything was not as
it seemed. It was claimed that the contract for con-
struction was let to Baxter & Sadler without com-
petition, and the final cost of £316 638, or some
£10 000 per mile, had far exceeded the original
estimate and made the line one of the most expen-
sive on the west coast. The branch to Gormanston,
which was all that eventuated from the wild idea
that the railway would link all the mines on the
field, was claimed to have been constructed to pro-

rotty, prepares a train at Kelly Basin.
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Photo, J. Buckland coll” ex. J. Shennan

vide work for a favoured firm of contractors.
Apparently this contract was also let without com-
petition and had cost nearly £26 000, the funds for
which had been borrowed from a London director
at an interest rate of 10% per annum. There were
also claims that the terminus was near a public
house of one of the Melbourne directors, but
nearly half a mile from Linda.

Added to all this was the time it took to build
the railway. Originally estimated to take 12 months,
the line had taken two years to build. It was reported
that climatic conditions on the west coast were
vastly different from those elsewhere in Australia
and difficulties in getting ahead with construction
were neither few nor small. Two-thirds of the entire
work was in the earthworks of the first 10 miles
from Kelly Basin, through heavily timbered country,
so progress on the remaining portion of the line was
hardly possible until this had been completed. Cut-
tings on this section were numerous and heavy, and
the frequent filling in of these by landslips had been
the chief cause of the delay.

Nothing is more certain than that the difficulties
of construction were only recognised after work had
commenced and the treacherous nature of the
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North Mt Lyell 2ft gauge Krauss locomotive with ore trucks

to build its own railway to link up with the North
Lyell line.

In January 1900, the Lyell Comstock company
undertook a survey of a tramway from its mine on
the north-western slope of Mt Lyell to Linda, but
this had to be abandoned as the proposed line
would have crossed the leases of two companies
affiliated with the Mt Lyell Company. A second
survey was undertaken in December 1900, this time
following the difficult terrain around the northern
and eastern slopes of Mt Lyell to reach Linda. It
was planned that the line would have the narrower
2 ft gauge. Despite the proven ability of this gauge
to transverse rugged terrain, the then manager
foresaw difficulties with transhipments from one
gauge to another, and in the end it was decided to
use the 3 ft 6 in (1067 mm) gauge.

The North Mt Lyell company agreed to build and
operate the line. To this end, the Lyell Comstock
company advanced £10 000 to North Lyell, this
amount presumably being sufficient to get things
started.

Construction commenced in 1901. The line would

JULY 89 15

Photo: Winter's Studio, Burnie

make a trailing connection with the main line, half’
a mile from Linda station, and then follow the
southern and eastern slopes of Mt Lyell to reach
the Sedgwick Valley. It then followed the northern
slope of the mountain to the mine site. Construc-
tion proved to be a difficult engineering task. On
the northern face of the mountain, construction
crews had to blast a narrow ledge along a sheer
precipice of rock which overlooked the button grass
flats along the King River hundreds of feet below.
By mid-January 1902, some one hundred of men
were employed on the project and work was suffi-
ciently complete for platelaying to commence at the
end of the month. Construction proceded slowly,
however, as once again it was realised that the job
was not as easy as originally thought.
Construction continued for some time before the
sudden cessation of smelting at Crotty in May 1903
forced the North Lyell and Comstock companies
to abandon the project within sight of its goal. The
contractors had completed some 6 miles 70c (10 km)
of the formation from Linda to the base of the
Comstock lease and laid about 3%, miles (5.6 km)
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New Zealand Rallways J-class 2-6-0 No.259 at Mercer ¢.1896. Baxter & Sadlers YAGLOO and MURCHISON,
build by Dubs & Co in 1896, were of very similar design.

WW Stewart collection, NZ Rly & Locomotive Society

some of the branch lines.

YALGOO was inspected by the boiler inspector
at Kelly Basin in April or May 1912 and then sent
to Melbourne It went to work for Smith & Timms
on the construction of the Yeelanna-Murat Bay
(now Ceduna) railway on the Eyre Peninsula, South
Australia. It was sold to the Commonwealth
Railways in 1916 for use on the North Australia
Railway and, about 1917, became their Nfa-class
No.8. It was withdrawn in 1928 and lay derelict at
Parap Workshops, Darwin until scrapped in 1944.

MURCHISON was also sold to the mainland and
shipped to Melbourne in 1901, probably at the same
time as 7OM CUE. Its next recorded appearance
was with the Mount Molloy Copper Company in
north Queensland. This company built their own
20-mile railway north from Biboora, where connec-
tion was made with the Queensland Railways, to
their smelter at Mount Molloy between mid-1907
and September 1908. The date of arrival in
Queensland has not so far been found, but the Mt
Molloy Copper Company was strongly pressing the
Government railways for the purchase, hire or loan
of a locomotive in July 1907. As this was not agreed
to, it seems likely that MURCHISON arrived about

this time. The locomotive was overhauled in 1910,
but by the time the Government railways inspected
the line in early 1917 prior to their takeover, it was
noted laid up for some time with a condemned
boiler. It is probable that it was scrapped soon after,
as it was not taken into the Government railways
stock.

Contractors Wagons

Baxter & Sadler undoubtedly employed the usual
motley collection of wagons that one associates with
railway construction projects. They probably
brought most or all of the wagons used on the pro-
ject from Western Australia with the locomotives.

Using other railway construction contracts as a
guide, one can surmise that the wagons were pro-
bably all four-wheel open and flat wagons of vary-
ing sizes obtained from a variety of sources. There
is a newspaper report for May 1899 mentioning the
use of hopper wagons for ballasting, at least a
month prior to the arrival of the newly-built
company-owned hopper wagons. One can wonder
whether this was fact or just ill-informed
journalism,

Six contractors wagons were taken into the North
Lyell railway stock in late-1902 or early-1903. A
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Dubs & Co builders photo of 2-6-0 locomotive {B/N 3385-6 of 1896) for Baxter & Sadler construction work in Western
Australia and transferred to North Mt Lyell in 1899.

photo exists of one of these, bearing the number
F 1, and shows a long wheelbase 4-wheel two-plank
open wagon, suggesting that they were classified
F-class Nos 1-6. It is interesting to note that an
extension had been added under the main frame of
the wagon to raise its coupling height to that of the
main North Lyell stock. The axle-box cover on this
wagon reads SAR — J MARTIN — GAWLER.

These wagons were listed in a 1903 report on the
railway as being contractors’ ballast wagons with
a capacity of 6-tons and the likely use of them was
on permanent way maintenance. Disposition of the
wagons after 1903 is not known. One may have had
a long life, as a similar wagon existed at Kelly Basin
in 1964, but had disappeared by 1972. Its axle-boxes
presented an interesting collection. As far as could
be deciphered, the first read MIDLAND RAILWAY
OF W.A., another JAMES MARTIN — GAWLER
— 1888, and a third JAMES MARTIN —
GAWLER — 1889.

J.L. Buckland Collection
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The rated draw bar pull is 700 Ib. The operating
handles are all conveniently placed. In the
photographthe motor manhashislefthandon the
controller, his right on the brake. The sand-box
levers and gongs are close to the left hand, and the
main switch and head lamp switch are near the
brake handle. All the gear is kept low, the total

WEST HEAD HAULAGE, BROKEN BAY, NSW
During 1946-47 | spent a period in Sydney and
visited West Head, Broken Bay. Here I photo-
graphed the remains of a steep haulage which served
the site of a gun emplacement during the War. A
photograph is the haulage formation is enclosed,
which may be of interest to readers. Can anyone
provide further details of this operation?
JL Buckland
East Brighton, Vic

RAILWAYS OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA: LR.97, 101
I have recently had the opportunity to visit and
inspect a tramway here in the East Sepik Province
which was not mentioned in Michael Person’s
extensive “‘Chronicle’” of PNG Railways and tram-
ways. This is the 700 mm gauge timber tramway at
Marienberg Mission on the Sepik River.

The mission was established by the Divine Word
Mission in 1913. The tramway and sawmill was
established after WWI, probably in the 1920’s, when
the mission became an important source of sawn
timber for other stations on the Sepik River system.
Local villagers report that the line ran a fair distance
— at least 6 km — to timber stands and that it was
worked by buffalo. Japanese troops occupied the
site during WWII. when the buffalo were killed.
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height of frame being only 2ft 3in above the rails,
so that it is unnecessary to “brush” the roof to
afford room for the locomotive. The ordinary set
consists of from 15 to 17 skips,and weigh about 11
tons. The locomotive makes the double trip from
bank top to working face and back in about 20
minutes.

LETTERS
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o Y .
Remains of the steep haulage at West Head,
Bay in 1946-47.

Broken

JL Buckland
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After WWII, the mission reestablished their
sawmill on a larger scale, together with an
associated furniture factory, but utilising logs
floated down the river. During the 1960’s the enter-
prise was a busy affair with over 200 people
employed, but enthusiasm waned with the depar-
ture of lay missionaries, and activities were wound
down in the 1970’s. The mill closed in 1974.

Today a network of about 500 metres of 700
mm track remains in place around the mill yard
and a 4-wheel hand truck still sits on the line.
Other rolling stock has gone to nearby properties.
The mill was steampowered for a brief period and

a large boiler remains near the mill. .
Bob McKillop

Wewak, PNG
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WOLGAN VALLEY RAILWAY SOCIETY,
NEWNES, NSW
Readers may be interested to hear of the Wolgan
Valley Railway Society, which was formed in 1987
to establish a static display of rolling stock and
other items associated with the oil-shale industry
in general and Newnes in particular. The long-term
objective is an operating railway on part of the
Wolgan Valley railway. Presently we have an un-
manned, open access, static display at Newnes. Two
goods vehicles, a van and “B” wagon, lettered with
company names, are on display at Newnes. A third
vehicle is presently being rebuilt to resemble a
Newnes “D” wagon.
Alan Watson

A small collection ot Wolgan Valley Railway society rolling stock at Newnes in October 1986.

JL Buckland

Back Cover: T Purcell & Coy advertisement for Caldweil Vale petrol locomotive.
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