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From your editor

Over the last few years our leading articles have tended to get longer,
and some have been the result of years of painstaking work. We cannot hope to
achieve this standard with all articles, and I believe we should be prepared to
publish incomplete articles on the lesser known lines, in the hope that they will
encourage other readers to submit their own contributions so that the full story
may eventually be pieced together.

Our ''Letters'' section is a very valuable part of the magazine, because
it is here that all members have the opportunity to offer their own information,
and exchange comments with others. The magazine should not only provide members
with finished research work, but should act as a means of exchange of information
between members.

Contributions from non-members are also welcome, but if you are in the
habit of purchasing your copy of LR from shops you should consider becoming a
member. Members are not obliged to participate in Society activities, though
naturally we are pleased if they do, but their subscriptions all help to contribute
to the high costs of setting the magazine up for printing. Every member, even the
most inactive, is therefore of value to us. If bookshop sales grow at the expense
of membership growth, profits will be diverted to the bookshops, and in the long
run this could be financially ruinous. At present our finances are quite sound,
but we would like to build up a reserve for the future.

OUR__COVER

Members of five years' standing will recognize the cover drawing as being
that used on issue No.18, Summer 1966. It shows a Shay locomotive hauling logs
and sawn timber on the Powelltown tramway. The drawing was made by John Thompson
from an old newspaper print. As originally published it was duplicated on poor
quality paper, but now we can do it justice with off-set printing.

For the past five years John has been responsible for designing all our
front covers, many having been based on very poor photographs which could not
themselves have been satisfactorily reproduced. These covers take several hours
to prepare, and due to heavy involvement in his work, John has advised with
regret that he can no longer afford the time to do these intricate drawings for
us.

On behalf of the Society, the Council would like to thank John for the
work he has done over the past five years. His covers, on the past 20 issues of
the magazine, have become a very distinctive and unique feature of '"Light Railways''.

For reproduction, please contact the Society
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TO OUR READERS. ..

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles published
in ""Light Railways'', errors may creep in. Additional information is being discovered
all the time, and this sometimes contradicts previous information.

If you see any errors, or can add information, please contact the Editor,
and so help us to record the full history of Australia's light railways.

Articles and News, Notes & Comments items are always welcome.

Historical references to sums of money in ''Light Railways'' are in Australian
pounds (£). One pound equalled two dollars on changeover to decimal currency in 1966.

LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA
COUNCIL

President
Arthur Straffen, Kings Road, Harkaway, Vic.,3806 (707-1985)

Vice-president

Stephen Martin, 7 Talaskia Road, Upper Ferntree Gully, Vic.,b3156 (758-1073)
Secretary

Graeme Inglis, 13 Harxding Street, Surrey Hills, Vie., 3127 (89-2805)
Treasurer

Roderick Smith, 26 Parring Road, Balwyn, Vic., 3103 (83-3876)
Publications Editor

Prank Stamford, 9 McGregor Street, Canterbury, Vic., 3126 (83-5873)
Committee-men - Lionel Rickard.

Archivist
C.W. (Bill) Jessup, 34 Kulnine Avenue, Heatherdale, Vic.,b 3132 (874-5329)

Hon. Editor, Tasmanian Private Locomotive List
R. W. (Wayne) Chynoweth, C/- A.N.M. Hostel, Maydena, Tas., 7457

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - $2-90 ($1-45 if under 17 years)for year ending 3lst.May 1972.

MEETINGS - Second Thursday every second month at 8-00pm, room 11, Victorian
Railways Institute, Flinders Street Station building, Melbourne. Next meetings
9th. December 1971, 10th. February 1972, 13th. April 1972, 8th. June 1972.
Visitors are welcome.

BACK NUMBERS of Light Railways - Nos.13, 14 and 15 @ 15¢ each (or the three, posted
for 50¢). Nos.29, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37 @ 65¢ each, plus postage. Postage
on one copy is 7¢; two copies 12¢; 3 or 4 copies 18¢; 5,6,7 or 8 copies 24¢. All
other copies are out of print. Available from - Stephen Martin, LRRSA Sales
Officer, 7 Talaskia Road, Upper Ferntree Gully, Vic., 3156.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS available from the Sales Officer, include scale drawings of the
Powelltown Shay locomotive, and a Baldwin 3-ft.6-in. gauge 0-4-0ST locomotive

of the type used in industrial applications throughout Australia. These are 50¢
each or 90¢ the two, including postage in a mailing tube. Narrow Gauge Review,
published by the Light Railway Research Club of Queensland, Nos.1l, 2, and 5 @

30¢ each, plus postage - on one copy 7/¢; two or three copies 12¢. Narrow Gauge
Review includes articles on a wide variety of Queensland's light railways, well
illustrated with scale drawings and diagrams. Green over Red, Australia's modern
railway magazine, July/August 1971 @ 30¢, September/October 1971 @ 40¢ each,plus
postage on one copy - 1l2¢, two copies - 18¢. Copies of the Industrial Railway
Record (UK) and Railway Scene (Sweden) are also available as advised on memberst
supplements to Light Railways.
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Reminiscences of a fireman

lSIS CENTRAL M".L By - G. H. Verhoeven

The author worked as a fireman on the 2—ft. gauge sugar Lramways
of the Isis Central Mill during the final years of steam operation. In
this series of articles he presents a very interesting account of how
the tramways operated between 1959 and 1961.

Back in 1959, looking for work, I went to Isis Central Mill. I was for-
tunate, being interested in railways, to get a job as fireman or ''pointboy'' on the
locomotives that season. For those not familiar with seasons in the sugar in-
dustry, there are two - the '"crushing'" season, and the ''slack''. Broadly speaking,
the crushing season is in the second half of the year, when the sugar mill is
working or crushing.

Diesel locomotives
At the time I worked at Isis there were seven diesel locomotives, qll

of which were 0-6-O's. They were as follows -

D1 Fowler B/No0.20776  of 1932 or 1934.
D2 Fowler 4110019 of 1950
D3 Clyde GM 55-66  of 1955
D4 n n 56-113 of 1956
D5 n n 58-191 of 1958
D6 " " 59-204 of 1959
D7 " " 61-220 of 1961

The Fowlexr locomotives had manual gear shifts, and both had been
re-engined by the Bundaberg Foundry - No.2 in 1954 with a GM motor, and No.l in
1955, also with a GM motor. The Clyde GM locomotives were diesel-hydraulics of a
type built specially for cane haulage in Queensland. In the centre of the cab
bulkhead there is a panel with light switches and dials, giving engine temperature,
revolutions, and brake air pressure; and the engine starter button. A bench in
front of it runs the full width of the cab. In the centre of it is the air-
operated reversing lever, whilst on each side are throttle and brake levers, and
a lever to work the air-operated sanding gear. This dual control makes it easier
for the driver to work the engine on either side during shunting. In the centre
of the cab footplate there is a column with the handbrake. Stored under the
bench are kerosene lamps, a grease gun, and tins of sand and grease. A seat is
provided at each side of the cab, for the driver and his mate, while along the
ceiling, for the full width of the cab, runs the whistle cord.

One feature of the Clyde GM diesels was that while pulling a heavy load
up a grade, the driver has to watch the gauge showing temperature of the oil in
the torque converter. When this gauge came to the red mark, the load had to be
reduced. Otherwise the engine would switch itself off, and it was necessary to

Photograph opposite
Isis Central Mill No.4, a 2-ft. gauge Fowler 0-6-2T locomotive, B/No.
10886 of 1905, working on the weighbridge shunt at the mill, about 1960.
Photo - Gerry Verhoeven.
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wait until it had cooled sufficiently before restarting. Consistently driving
with the temperature near the red mark resulted in damage to the oil seals.

The throttle had to be held over to move, otherwise it would return to
the base position and the engine would only idle. To overcome holding the throttle
on the long monotonous run through the wallum to Goodwood, some drivers resorted
to the dangerous practice of using a forked stick to keep the throttle open, by
jamming this stick between the front of the cab and the throttle. Needless to
say, this practice was forbidden by the management.

D7 went into service for the 1961 crushing season, and was fitted with
a bar and hooks to work 3-ft.6-in. gauge stock.

Steam locomotives
In 1959 the following steam locomotives were at Isis Central Mill ~

2-ft. (610 mm) gauge

No.3 0-6-0T Fowler B/No. 7606 ? of
4 0-6-0T Fowler 10886 of 1905 (or B/No.10336)
5 0-6-0T Fowler 11855 of
6 0-6-0 Fowler 13325 of 1913 ?
7 0-6-0 Hudswell Clark 1098 of 1915
8 Reserved for the ex-QGR ''B13" class No.185, which never actually carried
9 0-4-2 Sharp Stewurt} 4432 of 1898 (but I am not certain (number ''8'.
10 0-4-2 Sharp Stewart 4619 of 1900 which engine was which)
3-ft.6-in. (1067 mm) gauge
No.185, 4-6-0 Dubs B/No. 1751 of 1883 (ex QGR ''B13" class)

In 1959 No.3 stood forlorn near the sugar shed. She was condemned and
was taken away during the 1960 slack on a transporter, to be placed in a play-
ground at Maryborough. No.4 did most of the weighbridge shunting. It was
extremely good on this job, where frequent reversing is necessary. When needing
service she was relieved by No.5.

No.6 was kept at Huxley depot as a standby. However, on the only
occasion I knew when they attempted to use her, the tubes were leaking so badly
that she just made enough steam to move herself.

No.7 did not work in the 1959 season, and went in 1960 to Gin Gin Mill.
I was told she was a very good engine to work, being good to fire and handy on
the throttle.

The Bl3 class was condemned in March 1961, and scrapped before the 1961
crushing season commenced.

Nos. 9 and 10 were both former Tasmanian Government Railways ''G" class
0-4-2T's, which had been converted to tender locomotives at Isis Central Mill.
I worked on them in the 1960 season. At that time they were being worked two
shifts a day, one engine at a time, changing over each week. Towards the end of
the season No.9 developed a rent in the boiler near the dome. By welding it they
kept her going until the end of the season, but with the inspection of March 1961
she was also condemned, and went to the ''paddock'. No.1l0 followed a year later,
having done only day work during the 1961 season, 8-00am to 5-O0pm, with a one
hour break at lunch time. They were loveable lumbering giants for the two-foot,
the biggest engines at Isis Mill.

For reproduction, please contact the Society
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Working the steam locomotives

After having been an offsider on a steam or diesel locomotive for 26
weeks of 40 hours, you can sit for an exam to get a Ticket, which permits you to
take charge of the loco. For the diesels this is a small practical exam, - put
her into motion, reverse her, and answer some questions about the engine and safe
conduct of its operations. For steam locomotives you have to sit for a written
exam - 13 hours; and also an oral one. I was lucky in being able to get my time
in at both, first the diesel, and with some scraping, enough time for the steam.
It was finished by then at Isis Mill.

So after 26 weeks I asked to go on the steam. This was easy, as most
chaps had an aversion to the steam engine. Personally, I camnot think of a finer
job. Here at least, skill, acquired over a long time, is necessary.

I also found that somehow, drivers on steam had more ''feel''! about the
working of their engines and the tramways in general. It is physically harder
work on a steam engine too. And dirtier - but all the mills have good shower
facilities, so that took care of that.

It also seemed to me that a crew on a steam engine breeds a better team
spirit. At that time one diesel at Isis was notorious for its junk on the foot-
plate, and the layer of grime and grease all over the engine. On the night shift
one crew member on a diesel could go to sleep on a long haul, while the other did
the driving. This was only possible because the job was ''easy''.

I was fortunate in being able to get a few days firing on No.5. She
was rather uncomfortable to work, there being only two small coal bunkers on each
side of the footplate, the overflow of coal lying on the footplate. Being tall
I had to stand and fire a little stooped when we set out, tramping around in the

coal. She could still haul over 30 loaded trucks on one of the steeper lines.
The coal used at Isis Mill came from Burgowan (Howard Coalfield). It
came in all sizes, from big lumps to dust. We occasionally got a truckload of

Blair Atholl coal, but this was exclusively for the use of the weighbridge shunter,
as it burned with very little smoke. The manager!s residence and office were
downwind from the weighbridge, and there were frequent complaints of smoke nui-
sance. It was always stressed to drivers on the weighbridge shunt to try to
minimize this nuisance as much as possible.

I must admit that, if we had the chance, we pinched this Blair Atholl
coal for our engine, as it fired beautifully.

On the Fowler engines we built the fire up fair in the middle of the
firebox, like a hill, throwing the coal on with a shaking motion of the shovel.
Nos. 9 and 10 were different; here it was necessary to fire on both sides of the
box, letting the coals slope down from the back of the box towards the tubeplate,
and from the sides down towards the centre of the box.

Steam engines seem like living beings, responding to the treatment they
get. If you feed and water and oil them properly they do their maximum best. They
are also different, each one like individuals. I was not on No.5 long enough to
form an opinion of her, but Nos.9 and 10 I got to know well. One fired like a
charm, but was difficult with the throttle; whereas the other was quite the reverse
she was easy to handle with the throttle, but tricky to fire.

Experience is the best task master in handling locomotives. Eventually
you learn to add coal to the fire, put the injectors on or shut them off again,
to get the best performance. It is necessary to take notice of all the sounds
and shakes, as they all have a meaning to the crew. For instance, when barking
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began to sound hollow we knew that the engine was priming, whereupon the driver
shut-off, and opened the drain cocks.

ROLLING STOCK

The trucks, of which there were 1,600 at Ids Mill, were of the type
common to most sugar mills. The cast steel spoked wheels were manufactured in
Queensland. The axles ran in bronze bearings, and the axleboxes were greased
each time the truck left the tippler at the mill, after being emptied. The
axle boxes tended to get dirt in them and developed hot boxes, causing journal
breakages. In recent years they have rapidly been replaced with roller bearings.
At Isis Mill the trucks were not sprung, it being believed that springing would
cause more trouble when the trucks had to be jacked up after the fairly frequent
derailments. The axleboxes were therefore bolted directly on to the solebar.
A semi-circular wooden buffer, clad with iron, was fitted to each end. The draw-
bar, with a link and hook at each end, ran the full length of the truck.

On the top of the solebars was a platform with four stanchions. Fast-
ened at one end, between the stanchions, was a long chain, while at the other
end there was a cast steel drum, with a ratchet and pall. The cane was loaded
on the trucks transversely between the stanchions, the chain being slung over
the cane and hooked on to the drum, thus holding the cane down. In collecting
loaded trucks it was part of the job to check that these chains are tight,
although the responsibility lies with the farmers and cutters.

On long runs the shaking tended to settle the cane and spillage could
occur, sometimes the whole load slid sideways off the truck, derailing it and
following trucks. The truck number was painted on one of the stanchions on each
side of the truck, and also on the buffer beam. In recent years reflectorized
strips have been put on the stanchions, to make the trucks more conspicuous at
night on road crossings. No brakes were fitted.

At the time I was working at the mill there were still 300 "iron" trucks
in use, these having been made by Fowler, of Leeds, England. They had been taken
over from the CSR's Huxley Mill, when that mill closed down in 1932. They were
all right when run together as a raoke, but when mixed with wooden trucks I found
them very troublesome, as they were bad in overbuffering. If there was any
trouble in a rake, one could be sure there was an iron truck involved. As they
became due for repair they were set aside.

"Jap wagons''

There were 34 of these 3-ft.6-in. gauge wagons used for internal trans-
port of bagged sugar in the mill area. I have been told they came from Bingera
Mill, where they were used in the transport of sugar mainly destined for Japan,
hence the name. They were unsprung, the solebars were extended and clad in iron

to form dumb buffers, and couplings consisted of a hook and four links. These
wagons were used when the sugar-shed proper got full, to carry sugar to a shed
near the loco shed, or to a shed along the Adies line for storage until it was
carried away in QGR trucks.

Photographs opposite, Top - Sharp, Stewart 2-ft. gauge 0-4-2 loco, B/No.4432 of 1898,
as finally rebuilt by the Isis Central Mill. Photograph - G. H. Verhoeven.
Bottom - Prior to rebuilding the locomotive looked 1like this. Photographed
at the mill in October 1944, by John Buckland. No.9 on the roster was
similarly rebuilt, and they were both former Tasmanian Government Railways
""G" class.
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THE 1959 CRUSHING SEASON

The loco crews started the day before the mill started, to take empty
trucks to the fields, and later in the day, to bring back fully laden trucks to the
mill, so that a supply could be built up for the mill to start its crushing of the
cane. My driver was Les Dittman, one of the mill!s older drivers.

During the 1959 slack an eight-mile extension had been built from a place
called Cavan O'Neil's on the line to Goodwood. All places on sugar tramways, like
loops, sidings and junctions, are named after localities or the local farmer.

The new extension was only going to be served in the day shift (8-00am
to 4-00pm). It went through '"Wallum'' country, and being absolutely featureless
for the whole eight miles it had mile and half-mile posts, so the crews would know
where they were at any time.

A new diesel loco had been purchased to work this extension, but had not
as yet arrived. So D5, a Clyde-GM 0-6-~0, took its place until Dé's arrival. So
on that day we set out to ''learn the road'" with D5 and the three crews of the
future D6. The cab was full of men, and a few were riding on the running board.

We went to the empty yard and hooked onto a rake of empty trucks. We
counted off 80 empties, and how easily they can be miscounted, being all alike.
At the same time it was ensured that all couplings were fastened, and that the
chains were coiled properly around the stanchions so that they would not drag along
and get caught in a point frog. The last truck was marked by putting an old bag
over the stanchion, or tying a kerosene lamp to it at night.

Working at Goodwood

Coming into Goodwood from the mwill there was an empty and a full line,
each holding over 80 trucks, with a single crossover in the middle. At the end of
the empty and full lines they converged, and then divided again to form a triangle
for turning purposes (see sketch p.12). One end of the triangle's base divided
to form an empty and full dead-end siding for the farmers. The other end of the
base connected to a light tramway which ran for some miles to the Peirson Estate.
On this tramway an old blitzwagon, which straddled the track, hauled trucks along.

The cane from Peirson’s Estate used to go to Fairymead Mill, (near Bunda-
berg) by Government railway, but after the redistribution of the cane lands in the
1950%s, this cane was assigned to Isis Mill.

With expansion of the sugar industry, blocks had been thrown open for
development at Goodwood. Thus, with this new tramway connection, all the cane from
Goodwood and Peirson's Estate could be carried on the mill'!'s own tramway, instead
of having to be carried over the QGR.

The track layout at Goodwood was very efficient for shunting purposes.
Trucks could be placed and lifted with a minimum of movements. This shunting went
as follows. On arrival of the tram in the empty line, the fireman jumped off
before the crossover, and counted from the engine the number of trucks required
for the farmers, waved the engine to a stop, uncoupled the rear portion of the
empty rake and waved the front lot forward where it stopped past the crossover.
The engine uncoupled, and ran around the front lot via the crossover. It pushed
these into the farmers! empty line, and then went light engine via the base of the
triangle, and picked up the fulls from Peirson's Estate. These it pulled into the
bottom part of the full siding, the engine now facing the right direction for
return. It then pushed the rear lot of empties into the line leading to Peirson's
Estate, where the blitzwagon would be waiting. The engine then went to the
farmer's full siding, and picked up the fulls there. It returned to the top part
of the full siding, uncoupled, and by using the crossover, ran around the first

For reproduction, please contact the Society
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lot of fulls, which had already been placed there. It pushed these back to couple
with the second lot, and after greasing the engine, hauled the load back to the
mill.

Both the farmers and the Estate delivered about 40 fulls each. About
80 were hauled to a spot near the 4%-mile post, where a steep pinch was encountered
and half the roke was left behind. The front section was worked forward to Cavan
O'Neil'!'s, where it was handed over to another locomotive.

The engine would then return to pick up the second section left at the
4t-mile post, and the crew would have lunch at Cavan ONeill!s before carrying on
to the mill.

Arrival of D6
On the 15th. July 1959 locomotive No.D6 came into use. It had arrived

a few days earlier by rail, and was unloaded from the bogie flat wagon by the over-
head travelling crane in the engineex's shop at the mill.

Les and I were on the afternoon shift (4-00pm to midnight) and as each
shift came on, they received a pep-talk from the Traffic Officer and Chief Engineer
on how to handle the new engine. For the first fortnight of the 1959 crushing, the
steam locomotives No.5 (Fowler 0-6-0T) and Nos.9 and 10 (0-4-2 Sharp Stewart) were
worked by crews intended for the new D6. However as soon as D6 came into use, No.5
was used with No.4 (Fowler 0-6-0T) changing week by week on the weighbridge shunt.
Nos.9 and 10 were taking turns week by week, with a day and afternoon shift through-
out the season, the fire being banked down for the nightshift.

For reproduction, please contact the Society
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We started with D6 on the afternoon shift. The fireman went to the
traffic office before the shift commenced to get the loco book. 1In this book the
Traffic Officer sets out what the locomotive was to do during the shift. The
traffic office and Cane Inspector's office were both in the same building. The Cane
Inspector advised the traffic office the number of trucks each farmer was to re-
ceive, and what was expected in tonnage from them. The traffic office planned the
runs for each loco from this information.

An entry for a shift would go as follows - farmer Johnson 6 trucks,
farmer Dickson 8 trucks,...etc., total (say) 45 trucks to be delivered. Return to
Cordalba Hill and 1lift farmer Jackson, Morello,...etc. Thence return to David's
and 1lift cane ex D4 for the mill. Empties to Huxley, lift from Formosa for the
mill.

After checking the locomotive and the lamps, we went to the empty yard
and hooked onto 45 trucks, and after getting a '"line clear'" from the weighbridge,
we went to Cordalba Hill. The line between the mill and Cordalba Hill was dual
gauge, 3-ft.6-in., and 2-ft. In fact the line was dual guage all the way to Cor-
dalba station yard. The clerk on the weighbridge was required to watch the traffic
on this line, and was in contact with telephone boxes at the exit of the empty yard,
and at the yard at Cordalba Hill.

Up to the 1950fs this line was the only entrance and exit for all the
millfs rail traffic. In the early 1950's a deviation was built, leading direct
into the full yard, which was called Roma Street. More about this later.

Cordalba Hill

Having got the "line clear" we were on our way. The fireman was required
to see that the train did not divide, set the points, do the shunting, and collect
the truck tickets. On arrxival at Cordalba Hill the fireman telephoned the weigh-
bridge at the mill, to advise that the train had arrived. Cordalba Hill had one
3-ft.6-in. gauge only loop line, and three Z-ft.gauge only loops, as well as a
siding for the Hapsburg Estate. It was also the junction with the "'51d main line''.
Here there was a triangle for turning purposes.

"
oLD

MAIN
Live”

CORDAL.BA Hu_L

Horse line Duol gouge

T Point lever

Lerdlalig. R 4o Mill.

The line then went through a deep cutting down to Cordalba station. This
stretch was a fair climb, and an average load was about 40 trucks. But before the
cutting was made, the line used to follow the contour of the countryside, the climb
then being much steeper. Just recently I met a long since retired driver, who told
me that during the first world war they tried an old Belmont tramway steam motor on
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this section, which was flat out getting two or three loaded four-wheel QGR trucks
up to Cordalba Hill. They then settled for a QGR Bl3 class 4-~6-0, which could pull
ten trucks. Incidentally this cane came from the QGR Booyal and Pialba lines. This
working lasted until the redistribution of the canelands in the 1950fs.

Before proceeding to Cordalba it was necessary to look down the line to
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ensure that the Bl3 was not coming.
was necessary to stop in the loop.

tram running in the days when there was no two-way radio.

If a loaded tram was coming towards you, it
Looking for other traffic was a feature of the

Drivers knew before they

started their shift what the others were going to do, and made arrangements where

to cross.

where the lines, and thus the traffic, converged.
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However, delays easily threw this out of gear, especially near the mill

Later in the season radio was

installed in the diesel locomotives;
but the steam locomotives, being on
the way out, were not fitted.

Beyond the cutting Brandt's
line diverged to the left, and a
little further on was Johnson's
Points. Both sets of points were
worked by ball lever, because the
points had to always be normally set
for the dual gauge, in order to
avoid derailing 3-ft.6-in. gauge
rolling stock.

The dual gauge track en-
tered Cordalba QGR yard, but the 2-ft.
Cordalba line continued and crossed
the QGR just down from the station,
the catchpoints and signals being
worked by the station staff from a
frame on the platform.

Johnson's Points

D6's job this day was to
take Johnson's Points. With a long
rake of empties you have to keep
moving, so the fireman had to jump
off quickly and run -for the points
to set them. In setting them, you
had to ensure that the blade had
closed properly, as there were
always sticks of cane around, which
could get caught in the blades.

From Johnson's Points the
line curved right over a high embank-
ment, made from the soil out of the
cutting previously mentioned. The
line then crossed the main road to
Bundaberg, and the Cordalba to
Childers railway line. This railway
crossing was guarded by stop signals
on the 3-ft.6-in. gauge line, and
revolving discs and catchpoints at
either side of the crossing on the
2-ft. gauge. It was all worked by
one big lever, which had to be held
down for the tram crossing. We had
a length of rail lying there, much
to the disgust of the railway ganger,
which we leaned on the lever to keep
it down if two trams were following
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"D1', 2-ft. gauge Fowler diesel locomotive at the Isis Central Mill

loco shed. 8th. September 1968. Photo -~ J. Armstrong.
one another, or if we were returning promptly. This was a bit dicey, as the rail
could easily slip off - iron on iron - and open the catchpoints as the tram went
past.

After the railway crossing the tramway parallelled the railway, and oppo-
site Kowbi station was a loop for the Hapsburg Estate. On the afternoon shift D6
generally had to set down empties here for the next day's cutting on the estate.

Kowbi used to be called Hapsburg too, but during the first world war
German names were not in favour, hence it was changed to Kowbi. Hapsburg Estate,
a large undertaking, used to send their cane via the QGR to Fairymead Mill, but
this cane had since been reassigned to Isis Mill. The Estate stretched on both
sides of the railway, as far as the top of Cordalba Hill, and to the site of the
old Knockroe Mill.

The internal transport of the estate was done on little four-wheel
tramway trucks, similar to cane trucks, but they were sprung and had brakes, as
they were hauled by horses. When these trucks had to cross the QGR line in the
Kowbi railway yard, they put portable track over the railway line and placed a
huge red disc on either side of it. This crossing was still in use every season,
but the cane loading derrick in the Kowbi railway yard was out of use, and the
sprung trucks were standing rusting away in high grass. There were also two
giant steam ploughing engines, but they were cut up for scrap later in 1959.

The line continued until it came to the old main line at Sharman's,
where there was a triangle. From Johnson's Points to Sharman's the line was
fairly level, and more good hauls were made here. Over 100 could be lifted from
Hapsburg to Johnson's Points, where the rake was broken up into sections of not
more than about 40 each, to go up to the yard at Cordalba Hill.
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After delivering empties to Johnson's, Hapsburg and Sharman, D6 continued
light engine a bit further up the main line. There was a steep pinch here, just
after the triangle at Sharman's, at the summit of which was David's siding. Here
there was a junction, a line going to the right towards Kelly's and beyond; and the
other line going straight ahead to the site of the old Knockroe Mill, the remains
of which could be seen from the right-hand side of the engine. A rake of loaded
trucks had been placed on this line by D4, and D6 now collected this rake, and all
the Hapsburg cane, and hauled it to Johnson's. It then hauled the load in batches
of 40 to Cordalba Hill, taking the last lot right into the mill.

On one run up to Cordalba Hill, with 43 trucks, the coupling broke
between the first truck and the engine. It felt as if the engine lifted six inches
in the air. Luckily the last truck had just cleared Johnson's Points. I jumped
off and grabbed some sprags, and started to put them in the wheels, but the
couplings were all tight, and they soon started rolling down. After three sprags
I was no longer in the race, however it steadied the rake as it rolled into the
dip towards Cordalba station. We followed it, and buffered on to it very gently.
We then had to shunt the first truck to the back, and couple it up with a chain
we had for that purpose.

Another time at Cordalba Hill I sat on a point lever to let a rake into
the loop. Halfway along the rake there were a few trucks with extremely long cane,
and try as I might to hold the lever down, I was relentlessly swept aside by the
slow-moving cane. I was trying frantically to attract the driver's attention with
the lamp in my other hand. But I could not stand up while trying to hold that
lever down with out-stretched hand. When I let go about four trucks went various
ways before I could stop the rake. In this case we rang the mill for the navvies
to come out and help us to put things right.

After the 8-00pm meal break

After the 8-00pm meal bregk at the mill, D6 carted out empties via Cor-
dalba Hill, but this time went via the ''old main line'', through the junction with
the deviation, and over the Eruce Highway. These highway crossings are a bit of a
risk, especially if the visibility is hampered by high cane on either side of the
line. An engine with a long rake, unable to stop quickly, can suddenly emerge
out of the cane. Once when coming onto a level crossing cab first, a huge molasses
tanker cleared his back wheels just inches from our buffer beam. Another time a
car managed to pull up after violently swerving alongside the tramline.

After crossing the highway we had to increase speed to make the grade at
La Roccais. This was an extremely steep pinch, the grade however favours the
load, but it needed some skill to negotiate going down. The tramway then followed
higher country, although it was still undulating. There were plenty of sidings,
loops, and branches. After passing Foreman'!s Points on the line to Huxley, we
were in an area where cane formerly went to the old Huxley Mill, and most of the
points face that way. On this shift, D6 took empties as far as Lynwood Siding, and
then took fulls out of Formosa. The full trucks here had been placed by Dl (Fowler
0-6-0 diesel-mechanical) or D3 (Clyde-GM 0-6-0 diesel-hydraulic) which were both
attached to the Huxley depot, and only worked this far towards Isis Mill. That is,
if they were not running late. If they did run late, D6 might be required to run
as far as Huxley with the empties and pull-fulls from there to the mill. Tonight
everything was alright, and we hauled from Formosa.

Going into the loop at Formosa we sanded the line lightly. After coup-
ling up I went to the back of the rake carrying a lamp on a stake, and pushed this
into the cane on the last wagon.

Walking back to the engine I looked over the rake. Frequently we had to
decouple the trucks, to tighten the chains, as the cane had already travelled a
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long way. It tended to settle, making the chains loose. I collected the tickets
which went with the rake from a box near the points, these tickets being in the
same order as the trucks in the rake.

Formosa loop lies in a curve and a dip, and the engine had to work hard
to get the rakes out. As we moved along I had to look back to see that all the
rake was following, by observing the tail light on the stake in the last truck.

Over the summit at La Rocca's we slowed down to let the rake buffer up,
you can feel this on the engine. At the bottom we had to keep moving to allow for
the momentum of the rake, and so we crossed the highway at good speed. My driver
had the habit, when coming to a busy road crossing, of switching the headlights on
and off a few times, in addition to using the whistle.

Coming to the deviation points, I had to run chead to set the points, as
we were still travelling fairly fast. From here the line was downhill, and we braked
all the way coming into the full yard. After looking out to see which of seven
lines in the full yard were empty, I raced chead to set the points. After coming
to a stop in the yard, a sprag was put in the first truck and the engine was un-
coupled. It then went to the locoshed, whilst I took the truck tickets to the
weighbridge, and advised in which line the rake was standing. Before finishing
the shift we fueled the engine, filled the sandboxes, and greased her. She was
then ready for the night shift.

The night shift on D6 worked somewhat similarly to the afternoon - bring-
ing in cane collected by D4; lifting from some farmers, like Sharman; bringing it
to the mill; and then getting Huxley cane.

The David!s to Foreman's Line

Another line worth mentioning is that part which ran between Davidis
and Foreman's. Before the 1950's all cane from North Isis came this way to the
mill. There was a heavy down grade at David's, and we had to sand the rails
coming down with a rake. At the bottom (Sharman's) there was a triangle, one leg
of which went to Johnsons. The other leg crossed the QGR line, and after the catch
points it climbed steeply up to Foreman's Points. Breakaways were frequent in the
early days, and after the QGR had been blocked a few times by big heaps of cane,
and trucks derailed at the catchpoints, a point was put in at the bottom of the

hill with a line leading into a field. Any run-away would then be turned into
the fields. This point had to be held over for the passage of trams. The crossing
catchpoint levers were on the other side of the crossing. It can be imagined what

running around the fireman had to do at this spot to enable a tram to pass. To
make things worse, the engine driver liked to keep moving when hauling a load, to
avoid starting the train on a grade. At David's and Foreman's there were phone
boxes to call the mill, in the days before radio.

QGR To Huxkﬂ
3ft.6-in
“To Ke”y/s Souge

12 Sharman's Lovers e
Df S \goﬁ;‘,’f&r'—o\ 1 NN N NN NN NN S AN T

: AN J =S ////// S

gfx”en's Catehpoints J .7 “\9«“
To _Johnson's (oq_e, TOMI_”
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There was a gadget in use for loaded rakes, called a Bloody Mary. It
looked like a triangle made from three pieces of rail. In the centre of the base
was a hole, so that you could hang this piece of equipment on the hook of the
last truck. It dragged along the ground in between the track. If a rake broke
apart, as it started to roll back this triangle was supposed to dig in the ground
and sleepers, thus preventing the rake from rolling back further to destruction.

The drill for the fireman on approaching the crossing was to run ahead
to the three-lever frame. If the QGR line looked clear the lever which unlocked
the main-line signal-lever was pulled, and after the main line signals were at
danger, the lever to close the catchpoints and turn the tramway disc signals could
be pulled.

The tram then went across, and the fireman could reset the levers when
the last truck was clear of the catchpoints. By this time the engine was already
at the foot of the hill and it was wise to keep it going. In case it stalled and
ran back a little, the point had to be kept closed. So, as the engine was slowly
pulling,the driver jumped off and put a suitable piece of wood under
the point lever to prevent the points opening.

After resetting the crossing levers, the fireman ran to these points,
picked up the Bloody Mary and lugged it to the back of the slowly moving rake and
hooked it on. As soon as the points were cleared he lowered the gadget onto the
track, kicked the block of wood away from the point lever, and jumped on the back
of the rake. Coming to the top of Foreman's, the tram stopped and the fireman
undid the gadget and left it at the phone box, for the next empties tram to take
back to the bottom of the hill.

Adies line

This line left the mill area between ''"Roma Street! and the highway, and
served the canelands along the highway towards Gin Gin. It was one of the oldest
lines on the system, and climbed steeply away from the mill.

Returning to the will along this line we had to sprag a few trucks next
to the engine, and then every 18th. truck, to have additional braking power.

Most of the Adies line was laid in 32-1b. rail, but towards the end there
was a section in 413-1b. rail. There was also a branch still laid in 25-1b. rail.
I rode on this once on No.1l0, to pick up a few fulls, and felt the engine rolling,
going very slowly of course.

There were only three short loops on the Adies line, hence D2 (Fowler
0-6-0DM), which generally worked this line, had to push all her empties in front.
The fagrmers left the loaded trucks on the running line, and they had to be pushed
ahead to one of the loops when delivering empties. I once had a harrowing exper-
ience doing this. About ten of these trucks stood on the line, heavily loaded with
overhanging and tangled cane, the couplings being almost impossible to get at.

It is the farmer's job to couple up the trucks in a rake. So I coupled
what I thought to be the lot onto the engine, and sat on top of the cane on the
leading truck, while the locomotive started pushing. I had to signal the driver
when we encountered the next rake. When looking back going down a grade I found
my truck and several others disconnected from the engine and making speed. My
driver was frantically waving to ''ebandon ship'', but this was not easy. I managed
to slide off the cane on the side, and landed with a mighty leap in the paddock.
The trucks thundered past and a couple of hundred yards further on, smacked into
another lot standing on the line. I think about 16 trucks were off the line -
another job for the navvies.
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Top and Bottom Settlements
D4 was used on the run to the Top and Bottom Settlements, which were in

an area consisting of blocks of land opened up for soldier settlers. In order to
ease the congestion of empty trucks at the mill, D4 came into the mill when the
other engines were out. It then took about 80 to 100 empties out to Kowbi, where
the crews changed shifts. The empties were delivered past David's on the line to
Cullen's, and along the Kelly's line, and branches, as far as the Top and Bottom
Settlements.

Not being under such close supervision, this engine and its crews seemed
to me to be a bit of a "hairy lot'"'. They were all young blokes, the only ones who
had cars and motor bikes to get to the job, at Kowbi, in those days. They very
seldom checked anything, and all the shunting was done in a hurry in order to save
time and to get away early, or have a ''snooze'' on the job at night time. One day
I followed the marks of a derailed truck all the way from the empty yard of the
Mill to Cordalba Hill, where by some miracle it had climbed back on the track at
the points. This was just after D4 had gone out.

(To be continued)
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News, Notes & Gomments

QUEENSLAND

AUSTRALIAN NARROW-GAUGE RAILWAY MUSEUM SOCIETY (See LR 34, p.16)

As well as 12 acres of land which the Society has on lease at Ernest
Junction, three miles west of Southport, on Queensland's Gold Coast, we are arrang-
ing to lease a few miles of the old QGR South Coast Railway where we intend to lay
a 2-ft. gauge tramway to operate some of the locos.

So far we have three locos, they being -

1. Krauss B/No.6854 of 1914. 0-6-2T. Formerly from the 2-ft.6-in. gauge
Buderim tramway, converted to 2-ft. gauge for use at Bingera Mill. This locomotive
is owned by our member Mike Loveday of Mareeba, who is lending it to the Society.

2. 2-ft. gauge Fordson petrol loco from the Caledonia Colliery. This was
donated by another of our members, Gordon Yarrow.

3. A mill at Mackay has also given us a steam locomotive on the proviso
that we remove it before Christmas.

4. We also have two 2-ft. gauge pumper trolleys ex the Luggage Point
sewerage tramway in Brisbane.

The Society's annual membership fee is £5-00, and a Jjoining fee of ¥1-00
is applicable to all new members. The Society!s address is P.O.Box 270, North Quay,
Qld. 4000. (David Mewes, Secretaory, ANGRMS)

QUNABA SUGAR MILL, Bundaberg 2-ft. gauge.

A new loco shed has been constructed. It can accommodate four locomotives
in two roads, compared with only two locomotives previously. The new shed has three
drop pits for locomotive maintenance.

Locomotive No.2, ''Invicta'! Fowler B/No. 11277 of 1907, an 0-6-2T, has
been fitted with new tyres, new pistons, and new brass bearings for the 1971 season.
No.20, Perry 0-6-2T B/No.7967 of 1950 (ex Fairymead Mill) has been fitted with new
brass bearings and is completely retubed. No.21 Perry 0-6-2T B/No.6160 of 1948
(also ex Fairymead) has been completely retubed. (ANGRMS "Stack Talk'')

BINGERA SUGAR MILL, near Bundaberg 2-ft. gauge.
"Ralf", Bundaberg Fowler 0-6-2T was the only serviceable steam loco at

this mill in June, 1971. ''Kolan", also Bundaberg Fowler 0-6-2T, has been trans-
ferred to Gin Gin Mill, Wallaville, where it was being used daily since the comm-
encement of crushing. (ANGEMS '"Stack Talk')

Photograph opposite
In earlier years this Andrew Barclay 0-4-2T could be found on the Isis
tramways. It was No.l on the roster, and is shown at the mill in October

1944. Photograph - John Buckland.
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""Kolan'', Bundaberg Fowler 0-6-2T B/No.7 of 1952, at Bingera Mill in
July 1971. This locomotive has since been transferred to Gin Gin Mill.
Photo - F. Stamford.

TASMANIA

TIMBER TRAMWAYS IN THE MAYDENA/KALLISTA AREA

Since moving over here I have come across a few interesting items. The
most interesting is a wooden tramway put down in 1933 to a stand of sassafras
in the Styx River valley near Gold Creek. Apparently the Pioneer Woodware Company,
of New Norfolk, started production in 1927 of pegs made from sassafras. Conse-
quently when this very good stand of sassafras was found in the Styx valley, the
company put in a tramway to the stand from Kallista. Construction of the tramway
started in 1933 and the tramway was wooden railed throughout, the rails being
large beams or logs, the gauge being 3-ft.6-in. According to one of the chaps
who helped on its construction there were two tractors used to bring the sass-
afras into Kallista.

Recently I had to go into this area to do some assessment work and we
had to reach a survey line put in for the proposed HEC transmission line, so we
followed the tramway down to our destination, and found a branch running off it
for a little way. The tramway is still in quite good condition, and is built up
off the ground on logs for most of the way, and includes quite a few fair size
bridges.

There was also a big sawmill owned by Gooley'!s (not sure of spelling)
at Fitzgerald, and they had a wooden railed tramway out to what we know as John
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Bull, which is more or less towards Mount Mawson from Fitzgerald. From what I
have heard only horses worked on this line.

I have been told that before the TGR extended the railway from Fitzgerald
to Kallista (in 1936 - Ed.) there was a tramway, operated by Holmes and the Kallista
Sawmilling Company, between these two places. Apparently the Kallista Sawmilling
Company had a mill at Kallista,and Holmes had two mills, one to the north of
Kallista, and one at Maydena. After a disagreement each one had their own line,
so there were two tramways running parallel to each other all the way to Fitzgerald.
Horses were used on both, but later one of the two companies used a tractor.

(Wayne Chynoweth)

TRACTION ENGINE LOCOMOTIVES IN NORTH-WEST TASMANIA (See LR No.35,p.l15)

I report on the result of o search my family and I undertook for two trac-
tion engine locomotives. We eventually found the site, but could only find one of
the locomotives, however we were not well provided with slashing gear so it may be
in some blackberries somewhere.

Just what locomotive we found I am not sure, but from the illustration in
Light Railways N¢.35, p.15, it would appear to be that one. However it was well
stripped, with no brass of any sort on it; the valve chest had been opened, the
crankshaft had been removed, and numerous bits and pieces were lying around. As an
aid to identification the plate running across the boiler through which the connect-
ing and valve rods pass at the crankshaft end of the boiler was curved at the edges
towards the rear (i.e.f‘). (This plate can be seen in the photo against the edge of
the flywheel.)

The smokebox is almost completely rusted away, the smokestack being little
better, the drum across the front is rusted through, there appears to be no bogies
and the canopy is gone. The timber frame is burnt through to the back of the smoke-
box.

I did not have LR with me and thus was not able to identify the loco (which
now appears to be the Marshall). I had originally assumed that the loco we found was
the Buffalo Pitts, and that some scrap lying near the road (which incidentally in-
cluded a pair of Marshall front wheels) may have been the remains of the more obvious
Marshall, although the scrap did not appear to be loco parts. What lead to this
assumption was that the ground commenced to rise moderately fast (and certainly too
fast for a rail track) very close behind the remains we found, and there just did
not appear to be room for another loco. I can only assume that there is a track up
the rise which we did not find.

A few points of interest -

1. Certain parts of the remains appear to have been attacked only a

few weeks before we got there as the exposed o0il and grease did

not appear weathered.

The frame included some grooved steel tramway rail.

3. The boiler, at least in the front, was held to the frame by heavy
chain. This can just be seen in the photo at the rear of the smoke-
box, immediately below the front stanchion of the canopy.

(C. A. Bevan)

[\S}

TULLAH TRAMWAY, 2-ft. gauge

A visit in April 1971 revealed that there were still a few sections of
track in situ near the old mine at Tullah, as was some of the track leading to the
currently operating mine. The two locomotives, Krauss No.9 and Fowler ''Wee Georgie
Wood"' were locked away securely in their shed. There were no items of rolling
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stock intact, the most complete being the frame of a bogie vehicle on ex Zeehan &
North East Dundas bogies. Numerous pairs of wheels and bogies were lying around,
as well as one pair of loco drivers, a diamond stack, and the frame and cylinders
of an 0-4-0 loco. I expect that before long most of these small items will be
carted away as scrap. (Frank Stamford)

WARATAH
Emu Bay Railway Company, 3-ft.6-in. gauge.

Although the Waratah branch was closed in 1939, a large two span steel
bridge parallel to the main road in Waratah township, remains intact, only the

decking and side handrails having suffered.

Our illustration, from Winter's Studio, Burnie, shows the bridge when
in use, with EBR No.3, a Neilson 0-6-4T, B/No.3765 of 1888 shunting on the bridge,
which was located just outside the station yard. Although it has been said that
the Guildford - Waratah road was built on the railway formation, this is not
correct, as the road is far too steep and sharply curved to have been a railway.
The railway formation can however, be seen in various places parallelling the
road.
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WARATAH
Mount Bischoff Tin Mining Company, 3-ft. gauge.

The formation of this Company's electrified tramway, from the abandoned
treatment works in Waratah township to the huge open-cut workings about l}-miles
away, can still be clearly traced. At Waratah the loco shed still stands, being
used as a garage by a local trucking company. Above the doors the slot for the
overhead wire can still be seen. Also at Waratah township on the other side of
the valley, is a derelict single-track incline tramway running from another aban-
doned treatment works near the bottom of the valley. This incline, which was quite
short and very lightly constructed, was used to haul tin concentrates up to road
level where a transfer was made to road vehicles.

At the Mount Bischoff
open-cut workings, which have
been abandoned for about forty
years, it is still possible to
find many of the old four-wheel
wagons in an advanced state of
decay. There are also a few
rails still in location. This
may change, as bulldozers have
been at work, preparatory to
the recommencement of mining

operations. (Frank Stamford)

VICTORIA

GEELONG STEAM PRESERVATION SOCIETY

The Society has taken delivery of another locomotive, an 0-4-2T, Perry
B/No.271 of 1927; which was donated by the Pioneer Sugar Mill, Ayr, Queensland.
It was named ''Klondyke' by the Pioneer company, and originally worked for the
SREWSC on the Hume Weir construction. Further details of its history can be
found in LR No.23, p.l7 and p.19.

Cab fittings have been replaced in Vulcan 0-6-0ST No.4, and much mech-
anical work has been undertaken. The Society has an EBR 'C'' type goods truck
(ex North Mount Lyell Railway) awaiting transport from Burnie, and has paid for
SAR "T" class 4-8-0 No.251. A group of members is purchasing QGR railmotor No.
70, which should be on the site in the next few months.

(Belmont Common Railway Magazine, and David Beck)

A number of locomotives and passenger vehicles have been stored for
the GSPS by various interstate railway systems, but unless payment is made for
these before the end of the year, or shortly after, they will probably be sold
for scrap. The equipment currently being held (in addition to the items mentioned
above) include an additional SAR "T'' class 4-8-0, a QGR '"PBl5'" class 4-6-0, four
SAR passenger cars, a WAGR '""DD" class 4-6~4T, a TGR '""M" class 4-6-2, and two
TGR passenger cars. For this equipment about $13,000 is required, and LRRSA
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members interested in making donations, or loans, should write to Mr. M. W.
Coleman, President GSPS, 5 Highgate Grove, Ashburton, Vic., 3147.

MOONDARRA TRAMWAY

Ray Jude advises that since the item
in LR No.35, p.25 on the above tramway was
written, the route of the tramway has been
bulldozed for at least some of its length.
The full extent of the damage is not yet
known, but much of the remains have been
destroyed.

Illustrated at left is the remains
of the single-log bridge which carried the
Moondarra tramway over the Tyers River.
Photographed by Ray Jude on 28th. June 1970.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION,

Royston Tramway, 2-ft.gauge.

A rough road has been made to the top
of the SEC's haulage at Rubicon. This has
resulted in much less use being made of the
incline. However it has been retained, as
in times of inclement weather, particularly
snow, the incline provides the only means of
access to the Royston power station.

The eight-wheel battery-electric
railcar used on the raceline tramway has
recently re-entered service after lengthy
overhaul. It is now painted orange.

(FPrank Stamford)

LETTERS

NORTH MOUNT LYELL RAILWAY

Re LR No.35, p.20, the body of the bogie hopper wagon is from the
Mount Lyell Railway 2-ft. gauge section, and has no real connection with the North
Mount Lyell. It was dumped there about three years ago.

Perth, Tasmania Jack Shennan

For reproduction, please contact the Society
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RATIWAYS IN THE FAR SOUTH (LR No.35,p.14)

The Leprena Sawmill Tramway (4-ft.84-in. gauge)
I would like to add a few notes to the paragraph in the Autumn 1971
issue, about the old timber and colliery railways in the far south of Tasmania.

The formation of the line which crosses the road at 6.9 miles from Lune

River, must be from the old Leprena sawmill.

I visited the mill site in January

1950, and at that time there were several items of interest.

There was a home-made locomotive, consisting of a heavy timber chassis

or frame on bogies.
engine or portable.

The boiler was of the loco type, possibly from a traction
The engine unit was a two-cylinder steam winch with horizontal
cylinders, right at the front end of the frame.

It was standing on rails which

were intact, at least as far as the road crossing.

Around the mill area, there was still a lot of machinery, including a

very large diameter flywheel, which was still sitting in its bearings.
He noticed that a bush fire had been

visited the site in 1955 by fishing boat.

My brother

through and the wooden frame of the loco had been burnt through, and the whole lot

had collapsed onto its side.

He also visited there about three years ago, and said that there then was

no sign of any machinery at all on the site.

Several years ago the road into the

area was up-gradéd (bridges strengthened etc) thereby allowing the scrap merchants

to get in.

During the same visit he rowed right up into the narrows of the Leprena
River, and noticed the remains of a causeway across the creek, and the formation of

a tramway running east from there.

He walked along the old formation for quite a distance, and saw alongside
of it what he said to be the steel frame of a loco.

Cornelian Bay, Tasmania.

TREWHELLA BROS. TIMBER TRAMWAY, Trentham, Vic.

Some weeks ago I was visiting my
old home district of Korweinguboora, near
Daylesford, and by chance came across a
brake shoe which had once been used on the
horse tramway run by Trewhella Bros. of
Trentham. I originally found this brake
shoe on the route of the line in 1920, and
carried it home. It has since been used
by my brother as a small anvil.

The tramway ran from Trewhella
Bros. sawmill at ''o0ld"' Newbury, for about
two miles in a southerly direction, then
turned east for about three miles towards
the settlement of North Blackwood. The
""0ld" Newbury town does not exist now,
although when the sawmill was there and
mining was in full swing it boasted a
theatre and three hotels. Some 30 years
ago the Newbury post office was shifted

A. N. Hall

p4

TRENTHAM

Trewhelia Bros
old . v Scwemi i
NewBuURY

NEewBuRy
formeriy
Garlicks Lead)

Old settiement

North
Blackwood

W)BARRY Reer

BrLackwood Not to scale.
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from ''0ld" Newbury to Garlick's Lead, and the latter town then took the name
Newbury. The Trewhella Bros. sawmill at '"o0ld" Newbury was closed before the turn
of the century.

St.Leonards, Victoria A. A. Gunsser

ROTTNEST ISLAND TRAMWAY

I am interested in the formation of your society, and was wondering if
you knew about the Rottnest Island tramway, which was built on that island off the
coast of Fremantle, Western Australia, to facilitate in the haulage of materials
when the 9.2-in. coastal guns were installed there. I can not tell you the
authority which built it, but when I saw it in 1944 it was 3-ft. 6-in. gauge,
running from the wharf across the island, to the 9.2-in. fort, with a branch to
Kingston Barracks.

The motive power was called '"The Crab', it was a four-wheeled thing with
a tractor engine, mounted crossways, and the driver sat out the side. There was
also a four-wheeled trolley, which had a one-cylinder stationary engine as power;
whilst a couple of flat top trucks made up the goods vehicles, although there
were a lot of WAGR bogies, which I presume were used to support loads. The big
gun barrels alone weighed 27 tons.

Some time in the 1920fs I first visited the island, and remember a
narrow-gauge horse-drawn tramway, which ran from the wharf to the settlement.

Junee, New South Wales Frank G. Blackwell

STILL AVAILABLE

from the Sales Department,

"600" The Pacific locomotives of the South Australian

Railways - %2-25 incl. postage.

""Proceed to Peterborough', a farewell to South Australia's

3-ft.6-in. gauge main lines - $2-49 incl. postage.

"Rails to the Burra' a well illustrated short history of

the SAR railway to the Burra copper mines, - $2-14 incl.
postage.
""The Mile End Railway Museum'' - £1-20 incl. postage.

The above publications are some of the best railway books
produced in Australia, and would make ideal Christmas gifts.

Write to - Stephen Martin, LRRSA Sales Officer, 7 Talaskia Road,
Upper Ferntree Gully, Vic.,b3156.

Registered for posting as a periodical - category B.

PRINTED BY, KEMERA PRESS. CAULFIEL%
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Light Railways
No.38 voL. X

SUMMER 1971-72

From your editor

From time to time contributors inquire as to what constitutes a ''light
railway'' for the purpose of items for publication in this magazine. "Light
Railways'' editorial policy in recent years has been to steer clear of the light
lines of the various state government railways, in the belief that this type of
material is more suited to some of the other Australian railway journals. For
the same reason we have avoided publishing material on metropolitan tramways.

With very few exceptions - notably Western Australia's iron ore rail-
ways - we will accept contributions on any privately owned Australian railways,
and also on all lines operated by government authorities other than the railways
departments. Hence articles dealing with railways of Public Works Departments,
electricity authorities, water supply authorities etc., are always welcome.

Also acceptable are articles on the narrow gauge lines of the state
railways, 2-ft. gauge in Queensland and Tasmania, and 2-ft.6-in. gauge in Vic-
toria. These are, after all, classic examples of light railways.

Railways of Papua New Guinea, Christmas Island, Ocean Island, and the
Republic of Nauru also come within our scope, although reliable information on
them is hard to come by.

Having given this broad outline of policy I look forward to receiving
large batches of letters pointing out inconsistencies. For example, according
to our editorial policy the Silverton Tramway is a light railway, but the Croydon
- Normanton line is not; and the Koondrook tramway was a light railway up to
1952, when, on being taken over by the VR, it miraculously ceased to be light.
These anomalies can be justified when it is remembered that researching the
history of a privately owned line requires a quite special technique, due to
lack of official records.

OUR COVER

Graeme Evans has volunteered to draw our front covers in future, to
the great joy of the Council. His first cover, on this issue, shows ''"Tom Cue',
a Hudswell-Clarke 3-ft.6-in. gauge 0-6-0OST (B/No.378 of 1891) at Forrest,
Victoria in the 1920's. This locomotive originally worked on the construction
of the Midland Railway in Western Australia, then on the Mullewa - Cue line
construction, before coming to Sanderson's Forrest - Barramunga timber tramway
in about 1901. It had been replaced by Trail tractors by 1929, but was not cut
up until after 1952.

For reproduction, please contact the Society
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TO OUR READERS. ..

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles published
in "Light Railways'', errors may creep in. Additional information is being discovered
all the time, and this sometimes contradicts previous information.

If you see any errors, or can add information, please contact the Editor,
and so help us to record the full history of Australia's light railways.

Articles and News, Notes & Comments items are always welcome.

Historical references to sums of money in ''Light Railways'' are in Australian
pounds (£). One pound equalled two dollars on changeover to decimal currency in 1966.

LIGHT RAILWAY RESEARCH SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA
COUNCIL

President
Arthur Straffen, Kings Road, Harkaway, Vic.,3806 (707-1985)

Vice-president
Stephen Martin, 7 Talaskia Road, Upper Ferntree Gully, Vic.,3156 (758-1073)

Secretary (acting)

Graeme Inglis, 13 Harding Street, Surrey Hills, Vic., 3127 (89-2805)
Treasurer

Graeme Inglis, 13 Harding Street, Surrey Hills, Vic., 3127 (89-2805)
Publications Editor

Frank Stamford, 9 McGregor Street, Canterbury, Vic., 3126 (83--5873)
Committee-men - Lionel Rickard.

Archivist
C.W. (Bill) Jessup, 34 Kulnine Avenue, Heatherdale, Vic.,b3132 (874-5329)

Hon. Editor, Tasmanian Private Locomotive List
R. W. (Wayne) Chynoweth, C/- A.N.M. Hostel, Maydena, Tas., 7457

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION - $2-90 ($1-45 if under 17 years)for year ending 3lst.May 1972.

MEETINGS - Second Thursday every second month at 8-00pm, room 11, Victorian
Railways Institute, Flinders Street Station building, Melbourne. Next meetings
9th. December 1971, 10th. February 1972, 13th. April 1972, 8th. June 1972.
Visitors are welcome.

BACK NUMBERS of Light Railways - Nos.13, 14 and 15 @ 15¢ each (or the three, posted
for 50¢). Nos.29, 31, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 and 38 @ 65¢ each, plus postage. Postage
on one copy is 7¢; two copies 12¢; 3 or 4 copies 18¢; 5,6,7 or 8 copies 24¢. All
other copies are out of print. Available from - Stephen Martin, LRRSA Sales
Officer, 7 Talaskia Road, Upper Ferntree Gully, Vic., 3156.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS available from the Sales Officer, include scale drawings of the
Powelltown Shay locomotive, and a Baldwin 3-ft.6-in. gauge 0-4-0OST locomotive

of the type used in industrial applications throughout Australia. These are 50¢
each or 90¢ the two, including postage in a mailing tube. Narrow Gauge Review,
published by the Light Railway Research Club of Queensland, Nos.l, 2, and 5 @

30¢ each, plus postage - on one copy 7¢; two or three copies 12¢. Narrow Gauge
Review includes articles on a wide variety of Queensland'!s light railways, well
illustrated with scale drawings and diagrams. Green over Red, Australia's modern
railway magazine, July/August 1971 @ 30¢, September/October 1971 @ 40¢ each,plus
postage on one copy - 12¢, two copies - 18¢. Copies of the Industrial Railway
Record (UK) and Railway Scene (Sweden) are also available as advised on members!
supplements to Light Railways.
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The Thomson Valley Tramway

The Thomson Valley Tramway consisted of about 25 miles of
well-built 3-ft. gauge steel-railed tramway running north-north-
westerly from Erica station on the VR’s 2-ft. 6-in. gauge Walhalla
railway. This article is the first word rather than the last word
on this very interesting area, and is presented in the hope that
it will encourage further research.

This article will be confined to the tramways which fed into Erica and
Knott'!s Siding from the western side of the VR railway. The numerous other tram-
ways which operated in the area will not be considered at this stage.

In 1918 there were already tramways feeding into Erica and Knott's Siding.
That from Erica served a mill on Hotel Creek, about three miles from Erica; whilst
the Knott'!s Siding tramway served a mill a mile or so north of that siding.” Logs
for this mill were hauled by winch out of the valley of the upper part of the east
branch of the Tyers River.? Both these tramways were wooden-railed using horse
haulage.’

It would appear that the tramway into Knott's Siding was subsequently
taken over by a Mr. Fullwood. In about 1922 the name of this siding officially
became Knott!s (Fullwood) Siding/* and Fullwood had a wooden-railed horse tramway
running north-north-westerly to Parker's Corner,” with various branches and exten-
sions into the bush. This tramway was probably an extension of the earlier tramway
into Knott'!s Siding, referred to in the previous paragraph.

The firm of O!Shea & Bennett constructed a mill north of Fullwood's,
and to serve this they built a horse tramway which made an end-on connection
with Fullwood's line. O'Shea's traffic travelled over Fullwood's tramway to the
VR line; but a seperate VR siding (named O'Shea & Bennett's Siding) was provided
17 chains on the Walhalla side of Knott's Sidingf for trans-shipment of the
O'Shea timber. O'Shea & Bennett were apparently active as early as 1920, as
it was in that year that O'Shea & Bennett'!s Siding was opened.

The O'Shea mill and tramway was taken over by Mr. J. E. Ezard in 19322
O'Shea's mill then became known as Ezard's No.l, and O'Shea & Bennett's Siding
became Ezard's Siding.

During 1937-38 Ezard built a new 3-ft. gauge steel-railed line commencing
at his stacking yards (which were three miles from Erica)’. This line was about
eight miles long and followed the Thomson River slopes of the Baw Baw Range to
Talbot Creek.” It was well graded and constructed with rails varying between 25 to
50-1bs,!! and replaced the wooden-railed horse line.

The remaining three miles from Erica railway station to Ezard's stacking
yards was wooden-railed, and owned by Monarch Sawmills Pty. Ltd. This was poorly
laid and badly graded."?

Two Fordson kerosene tractors working in tandem on Ezard's Thomson
Valley Tramway. They appear to be pushing, or pulling, an item of
mill machinery or a winch.

Photo - G. Armstrong.
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Forests Commission of Victoria joins in

In January 1939 vast areas of Victoria's forests were devastated by
bush fires, many mill settlements being destroyed,with a large loss of life.
Regrettably, despite the ferocity of the 1926 and 1932 fires, the provision of
dug-outs at mill and winch sites did not become mandatory until after the 1939
fires.

Although these fires destroyed many tramways, and shortened the lives
of others by literally killing their traffic, the Thomson Valley Tramway reached
its full extent directly as a result of the fires.

The Forests Commission estimated that, prior to fires, reserves of 120
million super-feet of timber were located in the South Cascade to Bell's Camp
area. Most of this was killed in the fires, but the FCV estimated that 80 million
super feet could be salvaged, providing that it was not left too long.

Shortly after,the second world war broke out. Imports of paper and
timber then became difficult, resulting in an increased demand for all grades of
locally produced timber.

To extract as much of the Thomson Valley timber as possible, the FCV
decided to use Ezard's line, and to extend it north of Talbot Creek. The wooden
section at the Erica end was abandoned, it _being replaced by a new steel-railed
line direct to the State Sawmill at Erica.” This section was constructed by Mr.
Ezard.'*

When operating for the extraction of salvaged timber the line extended
25 miles from Erica, the first 154 miles to the South Cascade bridge was owned by
Ezard, the remaining 9% miles being owned by the FCv.” (Another source states that
Ezard's portion ended at Rocky Knob'®).

Locomotives and rolling stock

Ezard originally operated his line with a geared steam locomotive which
he had previously used on his Warburton tramway. This machine had an interesting
history. In January 1928 Mr. Ezard purchased two 2-ft. gauge tank engines from
Cameron & Sutherland of Melbourne. They originally came from the Goodwood Timber
& Trading Company's tramway between Port Albert and Mullunding forest. They were
an Orrenstein & Koppel 0-4-OWT and a Krauss 0-6-0T.

With the assistance of Messrs. George & George of South Melbourne for
boiler work, and the Day Engineering Co. fpr alterations to framing, Mr. Ezard had
a geared 3-ft. gauge engine constructed from these two. To some extent the new
locomotive followed Climax practice. Two cylinders 10-in. x 12-in. with outside
steam chests were mounted horizontally outside, below the frame. They worked a
jackshaft arranged transversely, which by means of bevel gearing drove cardan
shafts geared to the inner axle of each of the four-wheel bogies. The wheels of
each bogie were coupled by external side rods. External pipes for steam and exhaust
were connected to each steam chest, and the ''dee' slide valves were operated by
outside Stephenson valve gear worked off the jack-shaft. The bogie wheels were
solid, with wide treads and deep flanges. Ordinary side tanks, cab and bunker were
fitted. The whole ensemble weighed about 183 tons. The locomotive was out of

Photographs opposite

Top - Ezard's geared locomotive at No.l Mill.

Bottom - A load of logs arriving at Ezard's No.l Mill. Note construction of the
two log bogies next to the tractor. Outside frames on log bogies are most
unusual. Photograph - G. O'Byrne.

For reproduction, please contact the Society






8. SUMMER 1971-72 LIGHT RAILWAYS

service at Warburton from about 1935, when Ezard's mill was burnt out; and was
transferred to Erica about two or three years later.!7

After a few years Ezard replaced the steam locomotive with a Bo-Bo
diesel unit, which was built at his No.l Mill. It was originally intended to be
a hydraulic drive unit, but on test the system failed to work, and the locomotive
was rebuilt as a gear driven machine. Whether it saw much service is doubtful,
and photographs of it are rare. Ezard also had several tractors, including
at least two of the spur-geared four-wheeled Fordson-engined type.

The FCV used several Day'!s rail tractors with WD40 International diesel
engines. They also had a tractor with a kerosene engine; but the total number of
tractors is not clear, however it would appear to be three or four.

The timber bogies were of the normal unsprung, wooden-framed variety
with bell shaped wooden brake blocks between the closely spaced deep-flanged
wheels.

Operations

There was a considerable amount of traffic over the line during the
1940's. Ezard hauled logs from the bush to his mills, then took the sawn timber
to his stacking yard, or direct to Erica. The FCV hauled logs from the site of
salvage operations to the state sawmill at Erica, and also carried the sawn timber
from the mills of Alstergren and John Sharp & Sons to Erica.?®

Traffic control was not easily achieved, despite the provision of a
Traffic Control Officer at Rocky Knob Loop, and telephone check points at Amors
Junction, Narrows Loop, Ezard's No.l, Ezard's No.2, Rocky Knob Loop, Ezard's
Winch, Little Boy Loop, and Forests Commission Winch. (Some of these locations
are not shown on the map - Amors Junction was presumably near Fullwood's Mill,
where the wooden-railed line diverged towards Amors; Forests Commission Winch

e

Ezard's
diesel
locomotive
at No.2
Mill, Sept.
1945.

Photo -
M.C.G. Schrader
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Converted Morris van on the South Cascade bridge, approximately 70-80-ft.

above the creek bed, and 400-ft. long. Compare this picture, taken in

1946, with that in LR 33, p.27; showing the bridge as it is now.
Photograph - J. D. Gillespie.

may have been another name for Bell's Incline Camp; but this writer can offer no
suggestions as to the location of Ezard's Winch.) Although collisions were not
unknown, the most frequent accident was derailment, usually due to spreading of
the track.

The FCV tractor crews left Erica at 5-00am or sunrise, and often did not
get back to Erica until 6-00pm or 7-OOpm. The cold and wet conditions of the
Erica climate, without any shelter, were part of the job for these men for most of
the year.

For the greater part of the journey to Erica the tractor was at the rear
of the loads, the tramline being on a suitable falling grade for trucks to move by
gravity. Up to five loads of logs (i.e. ten bogies) made up one rake; the brakes
on the two front trucks would be operated by ropes by a brakesman who rode on top
of a loaded truck; whilst the brakes on the two rear trucks would be operated by
the tractor driver.
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All equipment required at the scene of logging operations was transported
on the tramway, including crawler tractors. Transport of such machines presented
considerable problems, and one of the most spectacular derailments involved an
FD Cletrac tractor, which left the line in a narrow cutting. Another bulldozer
had to be used to retrieve it.%

There was a converted Morris truck to transport food supplies to the
FCV camps. There are also photographs of a different converted road vehicle,
with a much older type of radiator and bonnet. Possibly this was owned by Ezard.
A number of scooters of varying designs were used to transport employees of the
FCV and mills.

In 1948 Ezard offered his section of the tramway to the FCV for £10,500;
but the FCV declined. Early in 1950 Ezard lifted his tramway, leaving the FCV
line isolated and forcing its closure. It is doubtful if it would have lasted
much longer anyway, as most of the timber had by that time been cut out.

In January 1958 the FCV advertised for sale by tender - one WD 40
tractor at Rocky Knob; one McCormack Deering tractor (Serial No.828 DE) at
Bells Creek, and approximately 600 tons of rails at various locations in the
Erica area.

References and sources

This article was compiled by the editor from various sources listed
below. In addition, R. Durr, G.L. Maynard, E.G. Stuckey, and N.E. Wadeson
assisted with the provision of information and maps. Additional information
from members will be most welcome.

1,2,3 - Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1918, Vol.l, p.685.
4 - E. A. Downs, Speed Limit 20, p.l11l1l, ARHS Vic. Div., 1963.

5 - From notes provided by N.E. Wadeson.

6,7 - As for 4.

8 - Letter from Ezard & Sons, addressed to G.L.Maynard.
9,10,11,12,13,14,15 - As for 5.

16 - J.D. Gillespie '"Timber Traffic on the Thomson Valley Tramway in the

1940's'"" in The Victorian Foresters' Newsletter No.22, June 1967,
published by Victorian State Foresters' Association.

17 - All information concerning the geared steam locomotive is from an article
by J.L. Buckland and the late W.R.B. Johnson in ARHS Bulletin No.82,p.16,
August 1944. However, that article was in error in stating that the
Krauss loco was an 0-4-0T.

18 - As for 5.

19 - Information on tractors is culled from reference 5 and 16, and from
photographic evidence in regard to the Ezard tractors.

20 - As for 16.

21 - All information on operations is from reference 16.

RAILWAY SCENE

An English language bi-monthly published in Sweden. Articles are of
special interest to the steam and narrow-gauge enthusiast, and photo-
graphs are excellent. The first four copies for 1971 are now available
at $2-00 the set, including postage. Articles cover Argentina, Spain,
Italy, Denmark, Ireland, Germany (east and west), Ecuador, Colombia,
Czechoslovakia, Sweden, Jugoslavia, Poland, Rhodesia, England and
Cyprus. Individual copies are 52¢ each, including postage.

LRRSA Sales Department, 7 Talaskia Road, Upper Ferntree Gully, 3156.
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NOTES ON THE MAP (Pages 14, 15 and 18)

Tyvers Valley, Thomson Valley and Walhalla, Victoria

The map has been divided into three sections. The main
section appears on pages 14 and 15; whilst on page 18 two fur-
ther sections are reproduced to show the northern end of the

" Thomson Valley Tramway.

Sources The basic reference, from which the locations of roads
and creeks have been taken, is Forests Commission one inch/one
mile map '"WALHALLA 851" of 1966. Details of the Walhalla fire-
wood tramways came from maps in LR 16, p.21; and LR 17, p.20
(these maps were compiled from ''"Walhalla - Report on the Wal-
halla Goldfields'" by Hyman Herman, Victorian Mines Department
Special Reports 1901, Vol.l.) Tramways which had closed by
1901, and those built between that date and closure of the
Walhalla mines are not shown. '

Details of tramways in the Thomsen and Tyers Valleys have
been obtained from Forests Commission 20 chain/mile map ''Mt.
Erica T-265" of 1940; with additional information for areas
not covered by that map (north of Ezard!s No.l Mill and east
of Tyers Junction) from maps prepared by N.E. Wadeson of the
Thomson Valley Tramway (not published) and Tyers Valley Tramway
(published in ARHS Bulletin No.255, January 1959).

Certain early tramways are not shown due to the lack of
any maps showing their location. In addition, some temporary
feeders are almost certainly not shown.

Inclines Where possible the locations of inclines have been
indicated. However, due to lack of adequate information, not
all inclines are shown.

Roads on tramway formations Where it is known that roads have
been built on tramway formations, this has been shown by cross-
hatching the roads concerned. This information has been ob-
tained by personal observation of members. In other locations,
where roads and tracks are shown parallelling tramways, they
may actually be on the tramway formation, but as this has not
been verified by site inspections, they have not been cross
hatched on the map.

Scale One inch equals one mile on all three sections of the map.

Not for Resale - Free download from Irrsa.org.au






LIGHT RAILWAYS SUMMER 1971-72 13.

The Thomson Valley Tramway Today By - Hay Juls

Ray Jude and Peter Annison have made about ten wvisits to the Thomson
Valley Tramway over the past eighteen months. They have found most
of the important locations along the tramway, but undergrowth still
defies penetration in some places. ...

From the State Sawmill at Erica, the tramway heads approximately north
after curving to the left. It crosses the Walhalla Road, and then the Thomson
Valley Road near the junction of the two roads through the town of Erica, before
entering private property. No trace of the tramway has been found at either
road crossing, although the map shows the Walhalla Road turning to the right to
cross the tramway, then turning to the left to resume its course.

Half a mile north-westward along the road from Parker's Corner the tram-
way crossing can be found, but it appears to have been bulldozed. In any case it
can be followed for only a short distance on both sides of the road, as black-
berry bushes prevent further progress. A further thirty-chains brings the tramway
to the site of a high trestle-bridge over a creek. The logs of this have been
bulldozed into the creek, along with several trees. This bulldozing was as recent
as July 1971.

On the Erica side of this bridge, trees have been bulldozed down onto
the tramway for a considerable distance. Beyond the bridge site, the formation
has been bulldozed, apparently as far as Finn's Track. Near the bridge site,
past thick undergrowth is a reverse curve in a cutting, filled with a thick growth
of fishbone fern.

At the crossing of Finn's Track (shown
as McLean's Road on Lands Department maps) the
tramway enters a deep cutting on a left hand curve.
Spanning this cutting is the derelict remains of
the old road bridge. Finn's Track now crosses the

14 7o “Narrows *

+

]

+

i
formation on a lower level at the Erica end of the ‘{“
=

=

Z

P e

cutting. This location is apparent as being the
first slight rise of Finn's Track since leaving
the main road. Only a few fishplates and sleepers
have been found in this section.

Beyond here the map shows the tramway as
winding around quite a bit, following the contours
of the hills. Much of this is as yet unexplored.
Just on the Erica side of a location marked on the
map as ''The Road Crossing'' the unbulldozed tramway

X i
To Erica
is in a cutting full of tree ferns. Two lengths FINN'S TRACK CUTTING

of rail, broken apart, were found here.

At "The Road Crossing'' the tramway is in thick scrub, just at the west-
ern edge of the road. A bulldozed forest road cuts the tramway in two places,
isolating the curve beside the Thomson Valley Road. A short distance further
along, the tramway enters a cutting on a right-hand curve before crossing a

Trestle bridge over The Little Girl's Creek, Thomson Valley Tramway.
Note on the left hand side, the water pipe running across the bridge.
23rd. May 1971. Photo - Ray Jude.

Not for Resale - Free download from Irrsa.org.au



. -~ (" MAP CONTINUED on PAGE 184\
\ = G0N & * o : ' Ly k
o X P oo
KV 0" % L LA * ; - ‘
I \'\"‘5‘ \ s ; - M
RS\ 0 7
—) — / #

EriCQ. Hardwood Co.
3

W . |
. N\
S )/ 2 A Ingram’s ik : \
£

; ) \
( \ :

A
A ) A C‘eek ‘ sQQ t \
. iy "% :
} Angliss's Crowie’? A SN T \\ .
s s
e Vi X % \

\ i Morgan's i \
‘A CROWLERS CR
h (

TYERS VALLEY, THOMSON VALLEY, WALHALLA.

Note - Map to be read in conjunction
with notes on page 11 of this issue.

Scale § T Miles 2'One.'nclq=one mile.

A Timber mills, defunct. & Timber mill, operating.
Victorian Railways, 2-ft. 6-in. gauge - dismantled.
stmemenerenns Tramways, Steel railed. Tramways, of mainly

——— —— Rivers “and creeks (wooden rails.
—— —— Roads, all weather and drH weather.

+—= +++ Roads built on tramway “formations

—————— Tracks

For reproduction, please contact the Society



Ezard A Noi~ <' T - ~——
| % - \.2000 fr.. {3 / @
j 2 \ g X S II ;l = -
s =T \
& X 5 o o
S a {
s A ('-l F~ ,:
T J X>—
& 3 - =
A ! \) “h \)/ A
g 1 D - :’_ >
ﬁ \ \ T /(A‘ m§ =

CoLLIN'GS Spu.

3 RTo Moe/

.

D

Str,nsc rs
\5\‘

N

\
. \
[‘reel(,»"’ &

]

evrss |

String

ueP'OW
NN

upg
L

4ol

Not for Resale - Free download from Irrsa.org.au



16. SUMMER 1971-72

LIGHT RAJLWAYS

cleared swathe through the trees. Outside
the cutting wall, on the outside of the
curve are traces of a short siding. In

the cleared area is an old boiler (not X \\ Bulldozed
from a locomotive). Beyond here, the * W\ forest road.
formation has been bulldozed, and a huge \\ \ f
fallen tree lies along the cutting. Even- X “Q

tually the bulldozed track dips to the L N

right of the tramway formation, and the N
le?rel formation end}s, at the southern e ':::“\%‘
abutment of what used to be a long Point frog ™

straight trestle-bridge at ''The Narrows''.

. : N . W %X X and Point
The main relics of this bridge I X } blade
are the abutments at each end. Downhill, W E&“/Bﬂ%e
to the west of the southern abutment, are \ ¥ 1K ogs.
the half-buried sleepers of a much older \ f&ﬂ
tramway, which leads northwards. This \ \+
tramway is thought to have joined the ““ :I

main Thomson Valley Tramway formation
some distance to the north. The older
tramway was lost where trestle logs from
the '""Narrows'' bridge have been bulldozed
down the western side. At the northern
end a few logs at the abutment are hidden
in trees at a higher level than the road.
From here, traces of a long loop were
found, and it and the mainline curve to
the left. Relics here are a point blade
and point frog, both in heavy rail, and a
coupling rod. A little further along the
tramway, the other point frog was found
on the downhill side.

The tramway formation continues
through shallow, rocky cuttings and
approaches toward the road 30 chains
beyond '"The Narrows''. Near this spot,
many sleepers are still in situ. Further
on, the tramway twists sharply, before
leading to a log loading site for road
vehicles. At the back of this loading
site are two level, formerly clear,
areas; where the formation crosses the
main road.

\ To Bells Camp

LY
% X Point “frog“

Bulldozed logs

from “Narrows”
trestie /

Sleepers in
situ.

Roo‘* \

""THE NARROWS' t

Thomson Valles

The tramway may be followed through scrub towards the site of Ezard's

No.l Mill, but blackberries prevent reaching the mill site from this route.

Ezard's No.l Mill

At one point within the mill, traces of wooden rails indicate siding
and main-line. Part of the mill site has been bulldozed. Just beyond the mill
site, another short siding leads off in the Erica direction on the western side.
Long sleepers at the site of the points still remain. In this area, wooden rails
were placed on the outside of the steel rails, thus explaining the presence of
wooden rails and dogspikes in the sleepers. Cavities were cut into the wooden
rail, on the underside, to accommodate the outer row of dogspikes. The sleeper
width (14-in.) seems very great in proportion to their length of 5-ft.6-in. for
a gauge of 3-ft. However timber would have been cheap and plentiful, and this no
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LIGHT RAILWAYS SUMMER 1971-72 17.

doubt compensated for lack
of ballast. Just beyond
here, Brisbane's Road leads
downhill from the main
road and cuts through the
formation. Sleepers at
eye-level can be seen on
the wall of the road cutt-
ing. (See sketch p.18).

From here, the
next 7 mile is rich in
relics of sleepers-in-situ
and rails tossed to one
side during dismantling.
The latter are mainly
lightweight. A log bridge
only one or two feet above
slush level was encount-
ered on a right-hand curve.
Following shortly after
was a four-span timber
bridge, with sleepers in-
tact. This was interest-
ing, as it featured three
types of support - ord-
inary trestle; short
trestle sitting on large
cross-wise log; and two
cross-wise logs on top of
one another.

Along this sec-
tion the old tramway tel-
ephone wire was very evi-
dent. In one spot a bent
steel rail with insulator
at one end had been

! - placed in a hollow tree
The bridge at ''The Narrows'' as it was, looking north. stump, to provide a rough
and ready phone pole.
Further on, rails dipped
down into a hollow at the
left, while an embankment is situated at the right on the downhill side. Thick
undergrowth here keeps it a mystery.

Photograph - G. O'Byrne.

From here to Rum Creek, the map shows the tramway at the very edge of
the main road. This appears to be incorrect, as the tramway is far enough into
the bush to require it to be shown as distinctly seperate from the road.

On the section to Rum Creek the tramway passes through a cleared area,
apparently a log loading site. Bulldozing of the tramway has occurred for a short
distance beyond here, until a bulldozed track leaves the tramway downhill to the
right. Then follows a short, low curved viaduct on a right-hand curve, and a
cutting on a left-hand curve. This cutting is dark and dank, and rotting fern
fronds give it an air of decay.

Progress was made along the tramway almost to Rum Creek, however a huge
fallen tree blocked the way, and the Rum Creek bridge so far remains unknown.
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Ezard's No.2 Mill
At the site of Ezard's No.2 Mill, Sleepers in
blackberries abound and approach is diff- Cutting wall
icult. A path down through the black-
berries leads to a hut. Some of the earth
steps leading down are reinforced with >
fishplates and boiler firebars. Surround- =
ing the hut are three sets of tramway
wheels on axles, a long medium-weight rail,
two light-weight point blades, and a light-
weight check-rail. Three levels were seen;
two between the main road and the hut, with

Wooden rail

the hut itself standing on the third. The on outside of
main tramway is presumed to join the main 4 ,dogspikes.
road about 100 yards north of here. *f/
For the next 73 miles, much of Y
the main road is on the tramway formation.
One exception is at South Cascades Creek, t
with its wrecked trestle bridge (LR 33, H &
p-27). Shortly beyond, where the road ,’f ‘1*
joins the tramway again, there is a log Fs 0$
loading site on the western side, from il f&f
where a branch formation leads off in the ; C§
Erica direction above road level. Before \\\\\\~__“__,// z Long point
Rocky Knob the main road has sleepers in = Z 7t timbers and
it in two cuttings. ‘\d other sk rs.
At Rocky Knob, a Forests Comm- +
ission hut on the uphill side of the road +
overlooks a magnificent view over the ‘ # Short lengths
Thomson River valley. The door-step of < X % of wooden rail.
this hut is the top plank of a timber xmy,,
bogie, complete with steel plate with haliee v ~
circular hole in it. EZARD'S No.l MILL
For some of the distance between (Described on pages 16 and 17).

Rocky Knob and North Cascades Creek,
the tramway lies in thick bush to the west of the road, and at a higher level.
The remains of a three or four span trestle-bridge are included.

At North Cascades Creek (LR 33, p.24 and 26) the two precarious spans
have fallen, leaving a rail with one sleeper to bridge the gap. In addition,
a branch tramway has been discovered leading off in a westerly direction from
near the northern end of the bridge.

Further along, a hut beside the road marks the site of Sharp's No.l
Mill. Large logs, formerly the framework of the mill structure, lie around in
the bush behind the hut. Located 2-mile beyond here is the site of Sharp's No.2
Mill (LR 33, p.23).

Little Boy Camp

About li-miles further on, the main road leaves the tramway formation,
which is seen as a bulldozed formation leading off to the left. The remains of
a tramway bridge can be seen a little way along this bulldozed track, which
reaches the huts of Little Boy Camp, half a mile from the main road. The tramway
is located between two groups of huts. Forests Commission caravans were seen
here.
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Log tramway bridge
at the southern
end of Little Boy
Camp, 25th. April
1971.

Photo - Ray Jude.

At the far edge of the camp area is a 7-ft. high timber bridge, con-
structed in typical timber tramway fashion of two layers of long bearer logs with
short lengths of large logs placed crosswise between the two layers. Sleepers

are intact on the bridge. After passing through three rocky cuttings, the tram-
way crosses the Little Boys Creek on a 32-ft. high, 11 span timber trestle bridge
on a right-hand curve. Thick growth of wattle trees crowd in against the bridge.
One trestle support has slipped sideways, giving the bridge a very precarious
appearance .

The tramway continues north-west from here. At one point there is a
logging chute leading down to a loading site beside the tramway. Just beyond
this, a bulldozed forest road descends steeply to the right. The tramway bears
left on a more level formation. Next feature is a log bridge, of similar con-
struction to the one at the edge of Little Boy Camp. This bridge carries a
water pipe along the side of the decking. On it, the line of dog:spikes are well
inside the line of the bearer logs. This would presumably put a lot of strain on
the sleepers, instead of the weight being taken by the bearer logs.

Beyond a shallow, curved cutting is a trestle bridge of about nine
spans, over the Little Girls Creek, on a right-hand curve. The<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>